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masks, identity, and soul candles at the 2014 women's retreat
At the 2014 Kol HaLev Women’s Retreat, held
Mar. 9 at the home of Happy Wallach, about 25
women came to explore the idea of masks and
identity in a rich, thought-provoking program put
together by Miriam Geronimus.
Beth Friedman-Romell began
the day with a talk about costume
and identity in the Book of Esther.
She explored the ways names and
clothing signify identity in the
Megillah and challenged us to see
the Book of Esther as a particularly
Reconstructionist and modern
Biblical text, with its central messages
being about living in two civilizations and that
identity is socially construed.

talk about masks and identity in our own lives.
One group talked about the different roles we play
and masks we wear. Another group talked about
the ways we have grown and changed over time.
The third group talked about the ways we use
masks to hide the parts of ourselves that we feel
are most vulnerable or “not good enough.”
"Miriam's carefully selected texts were a great
continued on page 9
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Next, we split up into three discussion groups to

year of the torah; confessions of a belated donor
by Lila Hanft

When The Year of the Torah campaign began, my first thought had been to sponsor the aliyah I chanted
at my bat mitzvah. "I'll just wait," I thought, "until the money
"The whole value of a
is available." But six months later, still paying for two houses
benevolent deed lies in the
and waiting for our old house to sell, I had to admit to myself
love that inspires it." ~Talmud that I wouldn't be able to afford that aliyah. So when I finally
got around to making my meager commitment last month,
I thought mine be among the last donation to arrive. But, no. Not even close. Fewer than half of
us have donated to the Year of the Torah campaign.
What keeps you from donating? If, like me, you're worried about the size of your gift, don't forget that
a gift of any size will support our goal of 100% participation, a powerful statement of commitment so
continued on page 18
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Kol HaLev Happenings

DIRECTORY
Services & Programs:

Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Rabbi:

Steve Segar
rabbisteve@kolhalev.net
OFFICERS:

Education Director:
Robyn Novick
robyn@kolhalev.net

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:

Office Administrator:
Kelli Birch
kelli@kolhalev.net

AT-LARGE MEMBERS:

Elise Hagesfeld
Margaret Cohen
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling
Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Teams leaders listed below.
President Barb Truitt
Vice President Halle Barnett
Secretary Molly Berger
Treasurer Pete Robertson

Past President Greg Selker
Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Director Robyn

Values Teams, COMMITTEES and THEIR LEADERS
Welcoming Team– Jean Miller
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Security Corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian Miller
• Marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller
Spiritual Team – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings
Learning Team - Sue Kisch
• Youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue
Pelleg
• Adult Education – Sue Kisch & Art Lieberman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams &
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open
Involved Team - Karly Whitaker
• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen Binstock,
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike
Armin
• Environmental Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus

FISCAL SustainablITY Team – Barry
Epstein
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein &
Greg Selker
• Mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• Cemetery – Mike Armin
Participatory Team – Leah Kamionkowski
• Membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – Anita Cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg & Claudia
Weissman
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz Meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah
Kamionkowski
Committees Directly
Accountable to the Board

• Finance – Dick Epstein
• Ratner Liaison – Mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

may NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: tuesday, april 15
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

We have come around once again to the holiday that stands at the foundation of our entire religious
tradition. Passover simultaneously marks the mythic understanding of our people’s collective beginning
and symbolically represents the ultimate expression of our tradition’s core values.
I have suggested in past years that we might think of this celebration as the annual meeting of the entire Jewish people during which
we both reconnect with our collective mission statement and take
stock of the ways in which we, as individuals, as community, as a
civilization and as a species, have progressed on the path toward
achieving greater liberation, dignity and responsibility in the conduct of our lives at all levels. The central vehicle our tradition suggests for this exploration is the retelling and re-experiencing of the Exodus through the seder meal and
the expansion of the story’s meaning to connect with our own contemporary situation. Like many other
aspects of Jewish life, and probably religious life in general, this ceremony pulls strongly in opposite
directions, towards tradition and towards freshness and innovation. Perhaps that is why there have been
so many haggadot published over the centuries.
In recognition of this, I wanted to share with you a list
of resources that could be helpful and enriching
whether you are planning on a leading a seder this
year or attending one led by someone else. I wish to
acknowledge and thank Kol HaLev member Judy
Harris, who put together a list from which many of
these resources were drawn.
Wishing everyone an inspiring and sweet Passover season,
Rabbi Steve
Helpful overviews of Passover history and themes
• Seasons of our Joy by Rabbi Arthur Waskow
• A Book of Life by Rabbi Michael Strassfeld
• The Jewish Way by Rabbi Irving (Yitz) Greenberg
Haggadot
• Night of Questions (Reconstructionist Haggadah)
• A Different Night: The Family Participation Haggadah
• A Night to Remember: The Haggadah of Contemporary Voices
• The Open Door
• New American Haggadah
• My People’s Passover Haggadah (Jewish Lights)
continued on page 12

We want to make sure
that any member who
would like to be at a seder for
Passover has the opportunity
to do so, so we'd like to hear
from Kol HaLev members
who are hosting a seder and
have a space or two at their
table, as well as members
who are looking for a seder to
attend.
If you are in either of those
groups, please be in touch
with Membership Committee
co-chair, Leah Kamionkowski
either by email at leah@
bepure.com or by phone at 216464-2940, and she will work
to put people in touch with one
another.
Thanks very much for your
help

Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@
kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting.
April 2014
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HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

robyn novick

Kol HaLev developed a new program last year called Nesiya (journey), which focuses on the
t’filah (prayer) experience, both in decoding (recognizing and sounding the aleph-bet and vowels),
as well as the spiritual and intellectual elements of t’filah. The lessons are a combination of hevruta
learning (the traditional Jewish method of studying a text in pairs or small groups), project-based
learning, and technology. It is truly a unique, forward-thinking and brain-based approach to teaching
t’filah, while embracing the elements that are special at Kol HaLev. The goal is that a graduate
of this program will be able to comfortably participate in a worship service and find it to be a
meaningful experience.
Nesiya has three levels - aleph, bet and gimmel - based on the journey
of the individual learner. Each level will meet once a week for one and
a half hours. As Nesiya meets for a short time, there is an expectation
that families will participate in reinforcement activities. One activity is
Chaverim B’telefon (Friends on the Telephone).

It is our delight to
see intergenerational
relationships being built
and strengthened

In the Chaverim B’telefon program, each student is paired with an adult member of the community
with whom they connect via telephone, Skype (or other form of technology), or in person weekly.
The method for connection is decided by each partnership to reflect the individual learning need of
each pairing. The partners are given a lesson that reflects what has happened in class the previous
week, giving time and space for reflection and reinforcement of classroom materials.
Along with the lesson, there seems to be quite a bit of conversation on a personal level going on. It
is our delight to see intergenerational relationships being built and strengthened at Kol HaLev. While
the premise for connection is t’filah, it seems that all sorts of topics are covered, which has led to
some beautiful friendships. We have 9 children participating in the program and 9 adults partnered
with them. Here are some of their reflections on the program:
• My Shabbat begins each week at 4:00 on Friday afternoon when I meet with Max. Working with
Max is a blessing. – David Shutkin
• David is such a wonderful teacher, incredibly patient and creative. When they study a prayer
together, he always engages Max at both the intellectual and emotional/spiritual levels. At the end
of each session I always find that I'm making a promise to myself to try to be as patient and kind
to Max as David is! – Lila Hanft
• Gabriel and Bruce are an amazing pair together. They seem to really connect well and Gabriel
enjoys his sessions. – Robin Shell
• I don’t know what to say, except that I love my student, and it makes me feel that at Kol HaLev
we are really a family. If nothing else, it brings together our generations, also ties us to the
student’s parents. Great idea! – Leah Kamionkowski
• I echo Leah's sentiments. I couldn't say it any better. I will add that it is nice to have someone
else support my child's practice and acquisition of Hebrew. – Martha Schubert
• I think for us it has been great. Noah and Mordy bonded right away. He is so affirming of Noah
and patient. Noah cares for him and respects him and looks up to him very much. Noah is eager
to have his weekly phone contact. I text Mordy about other successes Noah has had Like winning
student of the month. We feel blessed to have him. – Nancy Frazier
Kol tuv, Robyn
April 2014
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

barb truitt

When you find a community that you appreciate, support it. We have an amazing community that you
support in many different ways. We have members who are involved in planning and making the Mock
Trial Fundraising event happen. We have members who support that fundraiser by buying tickets and
spreading the word about it to their friends and colleagues. We have members who volunteer to teach in
Hagiga and others who participate in Chaverim B’telefon. We have parents who bring their children to
Hagiga and supply the snacks for them. Our members have been extremely involved in the GCC and have
led major initiatives there, helping our wider community and building relationships within our community.
We have members who lead or co-lead services, we have members who organize or attend book group,
Torah study, mediation . . .
Every member is asked to serve as a greeter and to furnish a Kiddush for a service. We also ask that every
member pay membership dues and update their contact information. The dues structure has not been
changed or increased for 8 years. In that time, we have moved from Siegal to Ratner, expanded our office
space and increased the educational program and the duties of the educational director. It is now time to
reevaluate our dues. The finance committee has met and has recommended that we increase our dues. We
will continue to allow members who cannot afford the full dues to pay what they are able to because we
value the involvement of all of our members. Our fixed costs – rent, salaries and dues to RRC – are fixed
and increase periodically.
We will be holding a series of community meetings in late April to discuss the finances of our community.
We invite you to come and let us know what your concerns are and the suggestions you have to allow our
community to remain fiscally responsible.
If you have not already made a pledge to the Torah campaign, please do so. If you have any questions about
the Torah campaign, call Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein or me.

New: NEGOTIATING MULTIPLE CULTURES IN AN EXTENDED FAMILY
• Are you part of a multicultural family?
• Are you a Jew by choice?
• Have you ever experienced the December dilemma?
• Have you ever experienced the joys and challenges in having a family of diverse religious beliefs?
• Have you experienced the need to rework family traditions?
• Have you ever tried to negotiate differences with extended family members?
These experiences are not new. The Torah tells us (Ch. 12:38) that when our ancestors left Egypt, “a
mixed multitude went up with them.” Marriages between different groups were common in Biblical times.
But each period has its own joys and challenges. We wish to provide members a warm and friendly
environment in which to discuss and explore all aspects of interfaith relationships, a place to understand
and honor the differences, and to celebrate the “mixed multitudes.”
To start the conversation, please come to a dessert extravaganza at Leah Kamionkowski’s home, on Sun.,
May 4 at 7:00 p.m. to get the conversation started. Please RSVP to Leah at leah@bepure.com
April 2014
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purim
2014
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yahrzeits
They are now a part of us, as we remember them
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month
• David Fink—brother of Judy Harris
•	Nathan Schatz—father of Selma Gwatkin
• Arthur Ness—husband of Ruth Ness and father of Leah Gilbert
• Joseph Korman—father of Neil Korman
• Evelyn Litwin—mother of Richard Litwin
Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either the
secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please specify whether you're observing the secular or the
Hebrew yahrzeit date. You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

contributions

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bill Marcus in honor of Barb Truitt's birthday
Jean Bloomfield in honor of brother, Dick Epstein's, birthday
Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in memory of Richard's father, Harry Litwin
Allen Binstock and Judy Lipton in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Allen's father, Henry Binstock
Ruth Ness in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her husband, Arthur J. Ness
Leah Gilbert in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her father, Arthur Ness
Selma Gwatkin in commemoration of yahrzeit of father, Nathan Schatz
Judy Harris in commemoration of yahrzeit of her brother, David Fink
Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in memory of Evelyn Litwin and Harold May
Karal Stern in memory of Connie Friedman's mother and Harold May
Lisa, Dave, Evan, Jeff and Jaclyn Kohler in memory of Harold May
• Ami Kopstein in honor of Purim which comes only once a year

hesed
We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Muriel Chasin, Jayne Jones
and Sharon Schultz.
We send condolences to Kol HaLev member Chip May on the loss of his father, Kol HaLev member Harold
May, who passed away in mid March. May Chip and his entire family find comfort at this time of loss, along
with all those who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.
We send condolences to Kol HaLev members Larry, Jodi, Ilana and Ziv Solomon on the loss of Larry's
grandfather, Maurice “Mike” Gertel. May Larry and his entire family find comfort at this time of loss, along
with all those who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the world as a whole.
Todah rabah (thank you) to Robin Shell for all she did as the Hesed Coordinator in March. Jane Arnoff
Logsdon will be the April Coordinator. As always, please be in touch with Rabbi Steve, Martha Schubert, or
Robin Holzman if you or someone you know is in need of support from the Hesed Committee.
For information about the Hesed training coming in May, see page 10.
April 2014
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molly berger, secretary

board report

The Board met on March 10 at Pete Robertson's home. After a Dvar Torah offered by Barb Truitt on
KHL values and Pirkei Avot, the February minutes were approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Pete reported that we are close to budget on membership dues, but that a budget
deficit for this year may be larger than he projected due primarily to Year of the Torah pledges being
tracked incorrectly. He is working with Kelli Birch, our office manager, on invoicing pledges over three
fiscal years. We will also need an audit for insurance purposes, which will happen this spring. The Finance Committee plans to host community meetings at the end of March to discuss dues structure.
Year of the Torah Campaign: Margaret Cohen reported that the campaign is ongoing and currently
at 47% of member household participation. The biggest need is to hear back from Board members on
their conversations with members who have not yet made a pledge. Going forward she asked the Board
to think about how much of a priority it is to call and speak to members about
KHL’s financial bottom line.
Mishloach Manot: The annual Purim fundraiser looks like it will raise close to
the $3,000 budgeted, and members have also contributed over $370 to fulfill the
mitzvah of gifts to the poor via the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. This year Kol
HaLev teens helped make hamentaschen and pack the gift bags.
Bookkeeper Update: We have extended an offer to a new bookkeeper, Margot
Jerome, who has worked with religious communities and with the auditor who will be doing our audit
this spring which will be used to apply for Directors and Officers insurance.
RRC Dues: Kol HaLev supports the Reconstructionist movement at the “Invest” level or 2% of budget,
and there are perks available at this level some of which we have not utilized before, such as care packages that can be sent to college students. We also have 16 hours of consultancy available. The Leadership Task Force that is in the process of being formed may take advantage of a RRC consultancy.
Values Team Leaders meeting: Halle Barnett summarized the recent Values Team Leaders meeting
which focused on Learning. The highlights are that Hagiga is attendance up, the Youth and Family
Education committee is active, while the most acute need is for a Shabbaton committee and theme for
next year. The next VTL meeting on April 20 will be led by Bill Scher-Marcus on the Values Team area
of Spiritual with a special focus on High Holiday planning.
Weekly Update/General Communication Discussion: A question had arisen about whether the weekly update should include events that were not specific to the local Jewish community but involved KHL
members. A discussion ensued that was intended to provide feedback for VTL Communication Jean
Miller and her committees who may then bring possible policy changes back to the Board for a vote.
Security Discussion: Barb opened a discussion of our current security policy for services and asked the
Board to consider possible changes for the future.
The board's next meeting is Monday, April 28 (please note that the meeting is later in the month than
usual due to Passover) at the home of Molly Berger.
Respectfully submitted,
Karly Whitaker (for Molly Berger)

April 2014
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Women's Retreat, continued from page 1

springboard for group discussions which began with the theme of masks/roles, and grew into explorations
of personal experiences and sociological norms," said Happy.
"The study groups were fascinating," said Sue Pelleg. "I learned so much about my sister participants and
that they had fears and concerns just like mine."
"What inspired me the most in our small-group session was learning how many KHL women have "reinvented" themselves at midlife, or later," Beth explained.
"These gatherings always bring nice warm connections with others, and this one was no exception," said
Phyllis Maris. This time, however, "what proved to be an additional and surprising connection for me were
the internal connections evoked by the small group discussions." As a result of the discussion "of the roles
life brings us and those we choose, I came away with some totally unexpected revelations and some good,
continued food for thought!" Phyllis said.
After lunch, Miriam presented information about the Ashkenazi women’s tradition of thkhines, Yiddish
prayers centered around women’s lives. Chava Weissler writes, “Tkhines hallowed women’s biological
lives and domestic routines. Menstruation, pregnancy, and childbirth were considered religious events,
important subjects for prayer. By reciting tkhines women could also sanctify the ordinary events of home
life: baking bread, preparing for the Sabbath, bringing up children.”
Miriam then introduced the Ashkenazi women’s tradition of neshoma likhtn (soul
candles) and the tkhines that surrounded these candles. Traditionally, these candles
were made during the High Holy Days to represent the souls of Biblical characters or
of deceased relatives, and the prayers said while making the candles asked the souls
to intervene for us with G-d. At the retreat, we reconstructed this ritual and made
soul candles that represented our own souls and masks, in whatever way felt most
meaningful to each woman.
"In making my own soul candle,I found it interesting that I was not able to transform
a pre-conceived intention into a finished product," recalled Happy. "Instead, I had to
just 'dive in' and make SOMETHING." Afterwards, looking at what she had created,
Happy found that she "immediately recognized symbolism and metaphors in the colors
I had selected and how they related to each other."
The discussion of neshoma likhtn had special significance for Maxine Collin, whose mother, having lost
both her parents in young adulthood, "managed her losses by ritualizing her communication with her lost
loved ones when lighting candles every Friday night in the home she established with my Father." But to
the young Maxine her brother "in our growing-up years, the many minutes my Mother took to 'bench licht'
seemed like an eternity to be endured, not out of understanding, but out of a measure of respect, albeit often
begrudgingly.
"Only after being re-acquainted with tkhinesand the related candle and prayer rituals at the Women's
Retreat, did I understand the depth of my Mother's need to fufill this Friday night ritual, not as an expected
exercise of a Jewish woman (balabusta) managing a Jewish household, but as a very real communication
channel to be opened weekly with those from whom she sought personal solace as well as fervent requests
to protect her family and the Jewish community as a whole," Maxine explained.
continued on page 10
April 2014
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committee news & Announcements
lunch and learn series continues
The Lunch and Learn Series, "From Pesach to Shavuot - Miracles and More," continues to meet in April and
May. Facilitated by Bill Scher-Marcus, the series focuses on Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan Torah (the Exodus and
Revelation), utilizing the unique approach of Philosophical Inquiry with Parshat Hashavuah. Upcoming dates and
topics: April 5 and April 19: Revelation; May 3 and May 17: the Book of Ruth.

women's shabbat potluck dinner, april 4
All Kol HaLev women are cordially invited to our Kabbalat Shabbat Potluck Dinner at Molly Berger's home
on Fri., April 4 at 6:45 p.m. Our bimonthly dinners have become lovely opportunities for the women of
our community to spend time together in a relaxed environment. Food categories are unassigned but letting
Margy Weinberg know what you're bringing will be helpful if others ask what they might bring to "fill in
the gaps." Food contributions should be parve or milk and "allergy aware" (no tree nuts or peanuts) and it's
helpful if you can bring serving your dish with serving utensils. We need a volunteer to bring drinks (not
wine) and another to bring two challot. RSVP to Margy Weinberg at margy.weinberg@gmail.com or at 216255-0556 by Thurs., April 3. We hope that you will be able to join us!

year of the torah: adult ed mini-course on midrash
Our next installment of adult education focusing on a theme connected to our Year of the Torah will take
place in May with a three session mini-course on the meaning and function of midrash in Jewish tradition.
Midrash is a term that gets thrown around a lot in the modern Jewish world, but it in fact has a very specific
definition. In this mini-course, we will learn a bit about the history and categories of midrashic literature
and then try our hand at deciphering and interpreting several midrashim from some of the more well known
Biblical stories. No knowledge of Hebrew is required. The series on Midrash will meet Thurs. evenings,
7:30-9:00 p.m. on May 1, 15 and 29. Location tba.

hesed Training Session
The Hesed Committee will be holding a hands-on training session on Sun., May 18 from 3:00-4:30 p.m. at
the Cleveland Heights Main Library for current Monthly Coordinators or for people who are interested in
being one in the future. We will be walking attendees through the Lotsa Helping Hands website, which is our
primary tool for staying connected and coordinating the tasks of the Hesed Committee. If you are planning
on attending or are interested in learning more, please contact Martha Schubert at schuberger@roadrunner.
com or Robin Holzman at robinholzman@gmail.com. Look for more information via email or Weekly
Updates as we get closer to the date.
Women's Retreat, continued from page 9

We ended the day by gathering in a circle and lighting one symbolic soul candle. We said the brukha
(blessing) for fire and passed the candle around the circle. Each woman had the opportunity to share
something about the candle she had made or a blessing from the day. Many people shared insights from
the small group discussion; many commented on the strong feeling of fellowship the retreat created; and
many praised Miriam for putting together a program with so much substance and symbolism. Beth led us in
singing “Elohay Neshama” and we blew out the candle to signify the transition back into normal life.
April 2014

Page 10

Kol HaLev Happenings

Shabbat Dinners and Challah-Baking Workshop
The Membership Committee, co-led by Leah Kamionkowski and Deb Schein, announces the revival
of the a beloved Kol HaLev tradition: Shabbat
dinners hosted in each others' homes. Welcoming
Shabbat with a shared is an intimate way to
get to know other Kol HaLev members while
welcoming Shabbat, as well as a way to share our
home traditions with others.
The Membership Committee has selected two
dates:
May 2 and May 9
Each member can choose the date that works best. We hope everyone will try to participate as either
host or a guest.
In anticipation of this event, there will be a Challah-Baking Workshop for adults at 10:30 am on Sun.,
April 27 at Margaret Cohen and Kevin Rahilly's home in Shaker Heights. This will be a great time
for those who do not yet fully celebrate Shabbat in their homes to add to their repertoire of Shabbat
customs and rituals. If you're interested, let us know so that we can purchase enough ingredients. Also,
if you're a great challah baker willing to share your secrets, let us know that, too.
More information will be coming. Please save the dates and let us know how you'd like to participate.
by sending the following information to Deb Schein (216-295-2197 or schein.deborah@gmail.com) or
Maureen Hack (216-831-0997 or mxh7@case.edu). The success of this program rests in your responses

1. I am/we are interested in participating on May 2
Number of people participating: ____________
2. I/we would prefer to

 host a Shabbat dinner

or

 May 9

or  be hosted at another's home

3. I/we have food allergies or medicallly- restricted diets  YES No
If yes, please specify: _____________________________________________________
4. For hosts:
A.  I/we can host families with children  I/we PREFER to host families with children.
B. How many people can you host? _________________________________
5. I

 WILL  WILL NOT

attend the Challah Workshop on April 27.

6. My name is __________________________________________________.

April 2014
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hug hasefer: book discussion
The April book group meeting will be Thursday, April 24, at the home of Sam and Anna Kelman.
We will discuss From the Fair: The Autobiography of Sholom Aleichem (286 pages, a Kindle version exists).
A brief book description from Amazon: Sholom Aleichem (1859-1916) began
writing his autobiography when he was 49 and was still working on it when
he died at age 57. He considered From the Fair his greatest achievement, a
book that combined the story of his life and a cultural and spiritual history of
his times. Aleichem called it “my book of books, the Song of Songs of my
soul.”
In 1908, a Russian newspaper in Kiev asked for an autobiographical sketch,
and Sholom decided to use a third-person narrative voice for what became
a memoir. From the Fair was published in short installments, serialized for
newspaper readers. It takes us from the author’s childhood in a Pale of Settlement shtetl to his first love and his early attempts at writing fiction and drama.
“I, Sholom Aleichem the writer, will tell the true story of Sholom Aleichem the man,” he writes,
“informally and without adornments and embellishments, as if an absolute stranger were talking, yet
one who accompanied him everywhere, even to the seven divisions of hell.”
The book for May will be Away: A Novel by Amy Bloom.
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to
be added to the group’s email list.

rabbinic corner, continued from page 3

• My People’s Passover Haggadah
• The JPS Commentary on the Haggadah
• A Family Haggadah

• Passover Parodies: Short Plays for the Seder
Table

Explorations of Passover Themes and/or
Readings and Poetry appropriate for a Seder
• Creating Lively Passover Seders, David Arnow
• Pesach for the Rest of Us, Marge Piercy
• The Art of Blessing the Day, Marge Piercy
• The Women’s Seder Sourcebook, Rabbi Sharon
Cohen Anisfeld
• Passover, The Family Guide to Spiritual Celebration (The Art of Jewish Living)
• Preparing Your Heart for Passover
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Web Resources
• Ritualwell.org/holidays/Passover
• Myjewishlearning.com
• Uncle Eli’s Haggadah (Dr. Seuss-style)
• Velveteen Rabbi’s Haggadah for Pesach, Rabbi
Rachel Berenblat
• Sedersforyou.tripod.com
• Sedersongsforyou.tripod.com
• The World’s Largest Seder Songbook
• Hazon.org
• Jewishfreeware.org

Kol HaLev Happenings

values teams at work
By Bill Scher-Marcus, Spiritual Team Leader
It is my pleasure again to write to you as the Spiritual Value Team Leader (VTL), as
I did in the November 2013 Kol HaLev Happenings. First, I want to bid good luck to
Daniel and Hannah Baxter on their move and Daniel’s new position in Minneapolis.
Daniel was very active in our Friday night musical Kabbalat Shabbat service, and his
musical talents will be missed.
Second, here is a brief status of our committees:
Mindful Judaism: Our monthly Mindful Judaism meditation practice is co-chaired by Nancy Rubel and
Karly Whitaker, and its free, monthly meditation sessions continue. If you wish to meditate but have never
done so, every second month the session will focus on helping people new to meditation become accustomed
and more knowledgeable. Feel free to contact Nancy or Karly about these activities.
Holiday Committee: Amy Hogg continues to be a force of one, chairing the Holiday Committee,
collaborating with Robyn Novick to prepare for and clean up after our various family holiday celebrations,
such as our terrific Purim celebration on Saturday, March 15. Wouldn’t you like to help Amy and Robyn and
the rest of our community? Please contact either of them directly to learn how you can contribute to making
our holiday celebrations meaningful for all.
Music Committee: Since my last writing, we have begun using the Shiron (song book) that Sue
Weidenbaum created, with some help from others. It is beautifully laid out and user-friendly, and, I believe,
it has already begun saving paper for us (and our planet). If you have any comments or suggestions about
that, or if you wish to become more involved in the musical aspects of our congregation, please be in touch
with our Music Committee co-chairs, Sue Pelleg and Bruce Jennings.
Religious Practices Committee (RPC): The RPC has grown and been strengthened by its current chair,
Karal Stern. Under her leadership, new committee members have joined, and its members represent a larger
constituency of Kol HaLev than in the past. The RPC continues to evaluate services, discuss procedural and
policy issues, secure service leaders, Torah readers, and non-Ratner venues, and support Rabbi Steve in any
way possible with regard to the religious functions of our congregation.
A sub-committee of the RPC was formed at the end of last year to discuss ways of recruiting and training
Torah readers and service leaders, with a particular focus on second-Shabbat leadership, when Rabbi Steve is
not with us. From the minutes of one subcommittee meeting: “Our goal is to increase the number of people
who are able to co-lead and lead solo, by decreasing barriers and increasing options.”
Many of you will recall this topic coming up at last year’s annual meeting. This past year, we engaged fellow
congregant, Larry Solomon, to lead our second-Shabbat services, which have been very well-received, and
continue to grow in participation. At the annual meeting, I told those present that this was an engagement
limited to one year to allow us to train enough new volunteer service leaders to be able to maintain our
second-Shabbat services. Unfortunately, this has not happened, which is, in large part, why the subcommittee was formed – to develop the appropriate processes and support structure to recruit and train new
leaders, and to maintain a high-quality service when Rabbi Steve is not available.
The sub-committee has met a couple of times, has identified issues and has begun to articulate strategies
continued on page 14
April 2014

Page 13

Kol HaLev Happenings

A Call to the Kol HaLev Community: hevra kadisha

by Rachel Kay

Calling. The word has many meanings: A conversation. A visitation. Communication. Calling a friend.
This sense of the word evokes our connections to others.
It can also mean obligation: Being called on to answer; being called to service; called up to the Torah.
Calling can also refer to a pursuit, usually initiated by a person whose drive or desire compels them to
follow a course of study or action. Very often a person uses the word “calling” to refer to such a pursuit
that is spiritual in nature.
Many members of KHL have been drawn to this congregation and this denomination of Reconstructionist
Judaism because of the commitment to honor the spirituality of ritual and tradition while making those
rituals meaningful in our world today. We are maintaining, rediscovering, and sometimes inventing rituals
to mark life cycle transitions: birth, b’nai mitzvot, marriage (sometimes divorce), death—these are all
transitional moments in a person’s life which are steeped in ritual and tradition.
The Cleveland Community Hevra Kadisha is a developing organization committed to providing the
ritual of tahara—the washing and dressing of a person after death to prepare them for burial. It is often
referred to as “the last mikvah.” While the Hevra certainly needs volunteers for the actual ritual, we also
are in great need of people who can give of their time in other ways. In particular, Kol HaLev is looking
for a member who is moved by this tradition to volunteer to be the point-person for our congregation
to Cleveland Community Hevra Kadisha. This person would be the one who helps with information
dissemination, who maintains the Kol HaLev roster of volunteers, and who is the first person called when
a tahara team needs to be pulled together.
If this call speaks to you, whether you feel called to connect with others, called to fulfill your obligation
as a Jew, or called to spiritual pursuits, please respond. Contact Rabbi Steve (rabbisteve@kolhalev.net) for
information on how working with KHL and the broader Cleveland Jewish community can answer this call.

value teams at work, continued from page 13
through which we can more ably address this challenge. The RPC will be making a recommendation
at the April 28 Board meeting and is committed to ensuring another year of uninterrupted, high-quality
second-Shabbat services. It is not yet known whether a member will need to be hired as a second-Shabbat
leader for an additional year. In formulating a recommendation, the RPC would appreciate as much input
as possible from the membership. An opportunity to ask questions and share your concerns will be at
an upcoming subcommittee meeting on Thursday, April 10 at the home of Karal Stern, beginning at
7:30pm. If you have thoughts, concerns, or feedback you would like to share on the topic of secondShabbat service leadership, please join us. If you plan to do so, an RSVP to Karal Stern would be
appreciated. Alternatively, feel free to contact me, Karal Stern, or Rabbi Steve on this matter or any other
relating to our religious services and practice. You can reach us via email, phone, or in person.
On any of this, please feel free to give me a call on my cell phone (216) 212-6652, shoot me an email –
Scher.marcus@gmail.com, or approach me at services, or invite me out for coffee.
April 2014

Page 14

Kol HaLev Happenings

FUNdraiser in support of:

J-Serve Cleveland in Support of MAZON
April 7-13, 2014
All Day

Valid at the following location:
California Pizza Kitchen
25365 Cedar Road
Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124
216.382.4907
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david conn

connections
Megillat Ha’atzmaut
I recently attended a shiur (study session)
concerning Megillat Ha’atzmaut—Israel’s
Declaration of Independence—and formed an
immediate connection with this fascinating
document.
The Reform Zionist movement ARZA has a
nice webpage with an English translation of
Megillat Ha'Atmaut plus the US Declaration
of Independence and some commentary and study questions
(http://www.arza.org/_kd/Items/actions.cfm?action=Show&item_
id=1396&destination=ShowItem.)
The US Declaration of Independence has had a deeply foundational-even prophetic--role in American society that not only upholds so many
values we identify as Jewish, but in which Jewish life has survived
and even thrived for generations. This document is held in very high
esteem by American Jews; it is even accorded the status of Torah by
some, not because of any claims to divine authorship or inspiration,
but because it is so fundamental to our identity as Jewish Americans.
Many communities—including Kol HaLev—read it aloud as a prophetic
document in place of the Haftarah, usually close to Independence Day.
Similarly, many Jews believe that Megillat Ha'Atzmaut also deserves the
status of Torah. I see the following paragraph is its central statement of
values:

THE STATE OF ISRAEL will be open for Jewish immigration and
for the Ingathering of the Exiles; it will foster the development of
the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; it will be based on
freedom, justice and peace as envisaged by the prophets of Israel;
it will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to all
its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee
freedom of religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it
will safeguard the Holy Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.
These are very lofty and expansive goals! While Israel--like the US--arguably falls short of fully
realizing the values set forth in its Declaration of Independence, let us nevertheless praise the vision
and intent of the framers of these documents and the efforts of those striving to make those visions a
reality.
continued on page
April 2014
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Connections, continued from page 17
While a comprehensive analysis of the
Megillat is beyond the scope of this article, I
encourage you to use the ARZA link as well as
the following as springboards for further study:
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/
History/decind.html.
As is true with all of Torah, we "wrestle"
with concepts embodied in the Megillat
Ha'Atzmaut. One of many wrestle-ready
Ben Gurion (left) signing the Declaration of
concepts is the establishment of Israel as
Independence held by Moshe Sharet
a "Jewish State," a term the Megillat uses
several times. In 1948 the meaning and intent
of the concept "Jewish State" was probably
self-evident, at least to the document's authors. In our changed and changing world, though, I'd like
to pose some questions intended to intended to provoke thought, study and conversation . . . not to
advance a particular viewpoint:
1. How might one define the term "Jewish State" and what does Israel's status as a Jewish
State mean in practice for its citizens, government and relations with other nations?
2. How separate are religion and government in Israel by law and in practice? What is the
most appropriate degree of separation based on your long term vision for Israel?
3. Can a Jewish State guarantee all the freedoms enumerated in the Megillat for its full
diversity of Jewish citizens? ...and for its Non-Jewish citizens?
4. Will the concept "Jewish State" apply if someday Israel's Jewish population is no longer a
numerical majority?
5. Please accept for the purpose of conversation that the Megillat presumes a democratic
society, although this term is never mentioned in the document. Is a democratic system
of government necessary for a thriving Jewish State in the long term? Why or why not?
Discuss how the following forms of government might be more or less conducive to
a thriving Jewish State: (a) parliamentary democracy, (b) state socialism / Marxism /
communism, (c) constitutional monarchy, (d) theocracy.
I would argue that our collective and diverse perspectives on these points as Jews are vitally
important to the future of Israel and will help shape the Jewish world in the future. Shorter term,
they certainly encourage us to think deeply about Jewish identity, history and values as well as the
theoretical and practical aspects of peoplehood and nationhood. May Megillat Ha'Atzmaut be our
springboard to much valuable thinking and conversation!
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news
ALL of our teams have been hard at work lately, and we are looking forward to continuing this
momentum.
Health Care: Kol HaLev GCC Core Team member Sue Pelleg has been busy helping to gather
information for a potential next issue action focused on mental health care access in greater Cleveland.
Education: The Education Team met recently to compare and compile notes from a "Listening
Campaign," which sought feedback from various Cleveland Metropolitan School District (CMSD)
parents and school personnel, listening for any district-wide trends or themes, in preparation for an
upcoming meeting with CMSD CEO Eric Gordon on May 15.
Criminal Justice: The Criminal Justice Team of GCC is seeking to follow-up on the issues raised at the
County Prosecutor Accountability Forum held in 2012. At this forum, GCC identified Racial Disparities,
Overcharging, Juvenile Representation and Diversion Programs as the issues to engage in going forward.
Members of the Criminal Justice team have had two meetings with the County Prosecutor, Tim McGinty,
seeking to further engage him in our four issues. At the second meeting we became aware of the
proposal of an audit of the Cuyahoga County Criminal Justice system focusing on the county's judiciary,
sheriff, jails, juvenile justice and the county prosecutor's office. Upon further research, we learned that
the proposal of a criminal justice audit was one of 14 recommendations coming from the 2012-2013
Cuyahoga County Charter Review Commission, to improve "efficiency, effectiveness and fairness." The
Criminal Justice team will meet on Tues., April 1 at Fairmount Temple to hear updates and discuss our
next steps in moving forward toward a more just County Criminal Justice system.
Kol HaLev member Donna Weinberger has returned from a trip to Europe as part of the coordinated
"Do Not Stand Idly By" gun violence reduction campaign.
Please save the date: Thurs. May 29. A GCC assembly at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church will focus
on both the gun violence reduction and criminal justice actions.
confession, continued from page 1
valued by people who give out grants. 100% participation indicates that Kol HaLev has the unanimous
support of its members and that, in the eyes of grantors, indicates an excellent chance that we'll use their
grant effectively.
I'm still not thrilled that I couldn't donate as much as I'd wanted to. But for now I have the pleasure that
comes from fulfilling a mitzvah and investing in Kol HaLev's future (and a new Torah scroll!). And if
(when!) things improve -- when we sell our old house, when my special needs son needs less parental
attention, when I can go back to work full-time -- I can donate again.
The Talmud says, "The whole value of a benevolent deed lies in the love that inspires it." If you love Kol
HaLev, send in your commitment now, at whatever level you can. It really does feel good.
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CALENDAR
Tues., Apr. 1
Fri., Apr. 4

7:00 p.m.
6:45-9:00 p.m.

GCC Criminal Justice Team Meeting at Fairmount Temple
Women's Shabbat Dinner at the home of Molly Berger. Full information
available on page 10

Sat., Apr. 5

10:30 a.m.

New Member Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah
discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library; Metzorai; discussion and
service leader: Rabbi Steve. Kiddush sponsors: Membership Committee.
This is our monthly percussion-free service

Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha for 5-7 grade Hagiga students;
light breakfast will be provided. Please be prompt
10:30 a.m.
Hagiga
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in preschool and
under in rooms 113 & 114. Program is about half an hour, with babysitting available before and after, also in rooms 113 & 114
9:15 a.m.

1:00-2:30 p.m.
(approximately)

Sun., Apr. 6

Lunch and Learn - Miracles and More - Revelation. Program facilitated
by Bill Scher-Marcus will focus on Yetziat Mitzrayim and Matan Torah
(the Exodus and Revelation). A fuller description available on page 10

10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya - Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya - Gimmel at the Ratner School
1:00-5:00 p.m.
No'ar Hadash - Jserve. Meet at Hiram House Camp - 22775 Hiram Trail,
Chagrin Falls. Volunteer at Cleveland Food Bank and return by 5 p.m. to
the camp. Kol HaLev adults are welcome to join the teens. RSVP to Karly
Whitaker. Find out more https://sites.google.com/site/clevelandjserve
2:00-4:00 p.m.

Tue., Apr. 8
Thurs., Apr. 10

8:30-9:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sat., Apr. 12

10:30 a.m.

Bonim - Sundaes on Sunday at the Abramson-Sklarin home. Bring your
favorite board game and your appetite! Please RSVP to Alexis Abramson
by Fri., April 4
Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on Chagrin
RPC Subcommittee meeting at Karal Stern's house. Open meeting to
discuss second shabbat services, and whether or not to hire a service
leader for the coming year. All members welcome to attend, give their
input, and discuss the options. RSVPs to Karal Stern requested but not
required. For a full description, please read Bill Scher-Marcus's article on
page 13
Member-led Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Acharei;
service and discussion leader: Larry Solomon. Kiddush sponsor: Maureen
Dinner

No'ar Hadash Dessert Potluck. For more information contact Zach at
zpekarsk@oberlin.net
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya - Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya - Gimmel at the Ratner School
10:30-12:30 p.m. Passover Service, in the Ratner Chapel. Service leader: Rabbi Steve.
Kiddush sponsor: Marianne Lax
8:00-10:00 p.m.

Sun., Apr. 13
Tue., Apr. 15
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CALENDAR
Wed., Apr. 16
Wed., Apr. 16

Deadline for the May issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
7:30 p.m.
GCC Core Team Meeting. For more info contact Allen Binstock

Thurs., Apr. 17
Sat., Apr. 19

7:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.

RPC Meeting at the home of Karal Stern
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Preceded by Torah Discussion in
the Ratner Library at 9:30; Chol Hamoed Pesach; Discussion leader: Karal
Stern; Service co‐leaders: Karal Stern and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush sponsor:
Chuck Hersch and Shahin Afnan

No Hagiga ‐ Passover Break!
1:00‐2:30 p.m.
Lunch and Learn ‐ Miracles and More ‐ Revelation. See description for
(approximately) April 5
Sun., Apr. 20

No Nesiya ‐ Passover Break!
10:00‐12:00 p.m. Values Team Leaders Meeting at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. All
Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend

Mon., Apr. 21

10:30‐12:30 p.m. End of Passover Yizkor Service in the Ratner Chapel. Service leader:
Rabbi Steve; kiddush sponsor: Mario and Roberta Tonti

Wed., Apr. 23

7:00‐8:30 p.m.

Mindful Jewish Practice, at the office of Nancy Rubel. This session will be
geared towards beginners, and Nancy will offer some instruction in
meditation and creating a mindfulness practice. RSVP to Karly Whitaker
for more information

Thurs., Apr. 24

7:30 p.m.

Fri., Apr. 25

6:00‐8:30 p.m.

Book Club Meeting at the home of Sam and Anna Kelman. Discussing
From the Fair: The Autobiography of Sholom Aleichem . More
information on page 12
Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck. Please bring a NUT‐FREE vegetarian/dairy
or parve dish which will serve 8 ‐ 10. In keeping with our goal of
becoming a more sustainable community, we encourage members to
bring their own reusable plates, cups, utensiles and napkins to our
potluck
A‐H ‐ Main Dish; I‐P ‐ Appetizer or Salad; Q‐Z ‐ Dessert or Drink

Sat., Apr. 26

10:30 a.m.

Musical Shabbat Service, in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Kedoshim;
Service leader: Rabbi Steve; kiddush sponsor: Alan and Lisa Kornspan

Bonim and Magshimim Camp Wise Retreat. Drop off and pick up at
Ratner
10:00‐11:30 a.m. Nesiya ‐ Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30‐12:00 p.m. Nesiya ‐ Gimmel at the Ratner School
10:30‐1:00 p.m. Challah Baking Workshop at the home of Kevin Rahilly and Margaret
Cohen. See page 11 for a full description and RSVP instructions

10:00‐4:30 p.m.
Sun., Apr. 27

Mon., Apr. 28

7:30‐9:30 p.m.

Board Meeting at the home of Molly Berger. All Kol HaLev members are
welcome to attend

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the most
current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email.
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian,
participatory
spiritual community.
Page 21
April
2014
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net

Kol HaLev Happenings

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
University Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1498
The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community

Place
stamp
here

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist
Jewish Community. This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed
out on paper. Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections,
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be
downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.

