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VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT FOR LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE: DEADLINE 2/15
Kol HaLev members are invited to volunteer for the Leadership
Development Task Force that is being formed to help us increase the
number of members involved in and strengthen Kol HaLev’s leadership.
Please indicate your
interest by submitting  Identify paths & obstacles to leadership
 Help members become leaders
your name to either
 Enhance the satisfaction and value of
Rabbi Steve or
volunteering in our community
president Barb Truitt,
by February 15. The
Task Force will meet every other month over the course of the next
year, with the focus on developing recommendations for improving
and clarifying the process of inviting members into communal
leadership rolls. The general goals are to investigate pathways to
leadership, identify obstacles, find ways to get more members involved
in leadership, and maximize the experience of value and satisfaction
continued on page 6
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD POSITIONS
by Greg Selker

If you've ever thought about participating on Kol HaLev’s Board of
Trustees, or ever thought to yourself, “I wish the board did this instead of
that," now is the time to consider serving on Kol HaLev's Board of Trustees.

KHL SHINES AT
JECC BANQUET
Story on page 4

These positions will be available when current term of office end in June:
•
•
•
•
•

1st Vice President
Secretary
Values Team Leader -- Learning
Vales Team Leader -- Participatory
Two at-large members

If you would like to be considered, please contact Nominating Committee
co-chairs Sue Pelleg (SueLISW@aol.com or 216 531-6355) or Greg Selker
(gselker@selkerelead.net or 216-406-4789).
We welcome any and all nominations and encourage Kol HaLev members,
regardless of past experience with community leadership, to think about
participating and submit your name for consideration now.
For description of board positions, visit http://kolhalev.net/committees.
Election bylaws can be found at available at http://kolhalev.net/bylaws.
February 2014
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Kol HaLev Happenings

DIRECTORY
Services & Programs:

Office Address:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Rabbi:

Steve Segar
rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

Education Director:
Robyn Novick
robyn@kolhalev.net

Office Administrator:
Kelli Birch
kelli@kolhalev.net

OFFICERS:

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS:

AT-LARGE MEMBERS:

President Barb Truitt
Vice President Halle Barnett
Secretary Molly Berger
Treasurer Pete Robertson

Past President Greg Selker
Rabbi Steve Segar
Founding Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Education Director Robyn Novick

Elise Hagesfeld
Margaret Cohen
Kirby Date
Julio Pelsmajer
Lynn Liebling

Voting members of the board of trustees: officers, at-large members and the Values Teams leaders listed below.

VALUES TEAMS, COMMITTEES and THEIR LEADERS
WELCOMING TEAM– Jean Miller
• Hesed – Robin Holzman & Martha Schubert
• Hevre Kadisha – Lois Selker & Rachel Kay
• Security Corps – Open
• Newsletter – Lila Hanft
• Weekly Update – Robin Holzman
• Website – Benjamin Barnett & Brian Miller
• Marketing/PR – Deena Epstein & Halle Barnett
• Tech Support – Brian Miller
SPIRITUAL TEAM – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Religious Practices – Karal Stern
• Holidays – Amy Hogg
• Meditation – Nancy Rubel & Karly Whitaker
• Music – Sue Pelleg & Bruce Jennings
LEARNING TEAM - Sue Kisch
• Youth & Family Education – Lynn Liebling & Sue
Pelleg
• Adult Education – Sue Kisch & Art Lieberman
• Young Families/Tot Shabbat – Rachel Williams &
Josh Chefitz
• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
• Torah Study – Ralph and Selma Gwatkin
• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Open
INVOLVED TEAM - Karly Whitaker

• Greater Cleveland Congregations – Allen Binstock,
Dick & Donna Weinberg

• Interfaith Hospitality Network – Nancy Dudwick
• Israel Dialogue Group– Karly Whitaker & Mike
Armin
• Environmental Sustainability – Miriam Geronimus

FISCAL SUSTAINABLITY TEAM – Barry
Epstein
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen, Barry Epstein &
Greg Selker
• Mock Trial – Glenda Kupersmith
• Cemetery – Mike Armin
PARTICIPATORY TEAM – Leah Kamionkowski
• Membership – Deb Schein & Leah Kamionkowski
• Greeters – Anita Cohn
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg & Claudia
Weissman
• Women’s Group – Happy Wallach
• Interfaith Families – Liz Meachum
• Leadership Development – Greg Selker & Leah
Kamionkowski
COMMITTEES DIRECTLY
ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD

• Finance – Dick Epstein
• Ratner Liaison – Mike Caputo
• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning – Greg Selker
• Nominating – Sue Pelleg

MARCH NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: MONDAY, FEB. 17
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF RASHI'S DAUGHTERS; WOMEN IN TEFILLIN
We who live within the liberal Jewish world often take for granted certain aspects of our communal
practice that not too many years ago were still very much on the cutting edge of Jewish life. Specifically
as Reconstructionists, there is no question when it comes to something like egalitarian religious leadership and congregational participation. That issue was first addressed in our movement nearly a century
ago when Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan called his oldest daughter Judith to the Torah to recite the blessings
over the reading of the Torah at the first bat mitzvah ceremony of its kind in Jewish history.
Reconstructionist congregations were also among the first in the country to establish egalitarianism in
their communities in the middle of the last century and when our rabbinical school opened in 1968 in
Philadelphia. Drawing inspiration from the burgeoning Feminist movement, one of its core founding
principles was equality of men and women in Jewish life, including the roles of religious leadership. In
the world of the early twenty-first century Reconstructionism, this fundamental shift has been so completely integrated into our practice and thinking that we often respond with surprise if someone new to
the community asks us if egalitarianism is a value that we embrace. The one place we are aware of the
ongoing importance of fighting to extend the reach of this value is in the context of the Israeli religious
establishment, and specifically in connection with challenging the traditional prohibition on public communal worship for women at the Western Wall. The movement on this issue within the past six months
has been astonishing and inspiring, as has been the courage of many of the leaders of the Women of the
Wall movement such as Anat Hoffman.
However, there is another entire dimension to the ripple effect of modern feminism and
of Mordecai Kaplan’s choice to call his daughter to the Torah as a bat mitzvah. It is the
much slower, but no less profound, process of change that has been taking place within
the more traditional corners of the Jewish community around the expansion of roles and
practices that have been traditionally associated exclusively with men and are now being
made available to women as well.
One specific expression of this process recently reported in Haaretz, involves the decision of a Modern Orthodox high school in Riverdale, NY to permit girls who have chosen to take on the
commandment to wear tefillin (the ritual phylacteries or leather boxes and straps that are traditionally
worn by Jewish men at weekday morning services along with a tallit/prayer shawl) to include the use of
teffilin as part of their daily practice.
While there have been a few examples over the course of Jewish history of women wearing tefillin, such
as the daughters of the medieval Bible commentator Rashi, this is the first time that an entirely Orthodox institution has taken a public stand in favor of opening up this possibility to its female clientele. I
think that as we witness this process of change continuing to unfold, we can take pride in the fact that
we are the spiritual and institutional descendants of those who possessed the vision and the courage to
be the ones to drop the stones of change into the waters of Jewish life.
Rabbi Steve
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to
schedule a meeting.
February 2014
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HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

robyn novick

What a night! On Sunday, Feb. 12, a sizeable group of madrichim, Youth and Family
Education Committee members, board members and education supporters attended the Jewish
Education Center of Cleveland (JECC)’s 20th annual meeting. Our group filled nearly three
whole tables and was there to recognize and appreciate the wonderful work that our educators do.
The night was particularly special as two members of our community, Jodi Solomon and Rabbi
Jeffrey Schein, were honored with community awards for their amazing work.
Jodi won the Libbie L. Braverman Award, which is a
parent-nominated award that recognizes a teacher who
has demonstrated dedication and devotion to teaching and
significantly contributed to developing methods or materials
for the Jewish teaching profession. Two parents, Robin Shell
and Lisa Kornspan, nominated Jodi for the incredible work
that she has done with the Nesiya program, which was even
more impressive as it was the inaugural year of the program.
Robin Shell wrote:
Kol HaLev’s Hebrew program, Nesiya, meaning journey is in its first year and Jodi is carving
the path of its future. She is engaging, creative, funny, enriching, stimulating, original, calm and
supportive. She listens to the students’ needs and teaches in a style and manner that increases each
student’s potential for learning, comprehension and retention. She teaches kinetically, through
games, through movement, through prayer/Tefillah and through song.
Lisa Kornspan shared:
But in addition to Jodi’s formal training and experience, it is her innate understanding of children
which makes her an incredible educator. Many of the students in Jodi’s Hebrew class have very
different learning styles and abilities. In a matter of moments, Jodi is able to recognize a child’s
needs and abilities and is able to adapt the lesson… While Jodi is a very talented educator, it is
Jodi herself who is a treasure. She has the unique ability to bond with each student. Jodi is patient,
warm, kind, and welcoming to everyone. It is no surprise that she is loved by everyone in the class.
Rabbi Jeffrey won the Alan D. Bennett Professional Development Award, which recognizes Alan
Bennett’s special interest in professional educator development and Israel experiences by enabling
a deserving member of the Jewish Education Center of
Cleveland program staff to participate in a course of study in
Israel. Among the many accomplishments that Jeffrey was
acknowledged for was his role as the founding rabbi of Kol
HaLev. Yasher Koach and Mazel Tov to both Jodi and Rabbi
Jeffrey on their awards and recognition of all that they give
to the community!
As I reflect on the ten years of Jewish Education Center of
continued on page 6
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

BARB TRUITT

I was recently hand a copy of an anonymous poem that was published in the
Havurah Happenings a number of years ago. I want to share it with you now.
Living Shuls, Dying Shuls
Living shuls are constantly changing:
Dying shuls don’t have to.
Living shuls have lots of noisy kids;
Dying shuls don’t.
Living shuls’ expenses always exceed their income:
Dying shuls take in more money than they can spend.
Living shuls focus on people – keeping them growing;
Dying shuls focus on the building – on keeping it neat and clean and quiet.
Living shuls dream great dreams;
Dying shuls rehearse nightmares.
Living shuls don’t have “can’t” in their vocabulary;
Dead shuls have nothing but.
At the latest Haggiga Limmud (Celebration of Learning), the community celebrated the beginning
of learning for our group of first graders. In the room were grandparents, aunts and uncles, siblings
and lots of kids. I have always enjoyed having soft voices of children present during the otherwise
quiet Amidah. The sound is a reassurance of the next generation as we begin the Amidah with the
remembrance of our spiritual ancestors.
I would add to the above poem:
Living shuls have lively discussions about the future;
Dying shuls don’t.
Living shuls have many different programs;
Dying shuls don’t.
We are a living shul, complete with all of the challenges and all of the joys. Join in the craziness of
Purim, join in the Torah studies, join in the education of our children, join in the adult education,
but most of all, join in the enjoyment of being in a living community.
~Barb

February 2014
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HESED
We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Jayne Jones and Muriel
Chasin.
We send condolences to Kol HaLev members Lisa, Alan, Spencer, Zachary and Justin Kornspan on
the loss of Lisa's father, Murray Weisman, may his memory be a blessing. May Lisa and her family find
comfort at this time of loss along with all those who are in mourning among the Jewish people and the
world as a whole.
January was a very busy month for the Hesed committee, and we want to thank the many community
members who generously provided meals to several families who needed our support. Thanks to Deb
Schein who was the monthly co-ordinator.
We are still looking for monthly co-ordinators for the next few months. If you are interested in signing up
for this, please contact Hesed co-chairs Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) or Martha Schubert
(schuberger@roadrunner.com).

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month
Lisa Goldstein — mother of Anita Cohn
George Smith — father of Barbara Truitt
Ruth W Goodman — stepmother of Bruce Goodman
Israel Chasin — father of Abraham Chasin
Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the
name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either
the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Note: You chose whether to use the secular date or
the Hebrew date. You can find a calendar converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

HAGIGA HAPPENINGS, continued from page 4
I have attended, never have I heard the name of our community mentioned so many times. When
I began this position six years ago, I was the sole attendee representing Kol HaLev. Then Rabbi
Steve began attending, then members of the board, the members of the Youth and Family Education
committee, then madrichim and this year, those to watch their loved ones receive their awards. As
I looked at the nearly three tables from our community it was a lovely reminder of the journey and
growth we have achieved over the past six years. I look forward to seeing where the next six years
takes us.
Kol tuv,
Robyn
February 2014
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KVELLS
Mazal tov to Tal Shutkin, son of Connie Friedman
and David Shutkin, a junior at Shaker Heights High
School. Tal was awarded a Silver Key in Art in this
year’s Scholastic Art & Writing Awards, The Scholastic
Awards competition, a 91-year-old national program that
recognizes and gives scholarships to creative teens around
the United States, was hosted locally by CIA as a public
service for the 34th straight year. Tal's winning piece, titled "Green Lake,"
is on exhibit at CIA.
Congratulations also to Tal's older brother, Noah Shutkin, a sophomore
at DePaul University majoring in business with an emphasis on marketing
and finance. His mom, Connie, reports that Noah has landed an "amazing" internship with the
Chicago firm Kepper Security, Inc.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maureen Hack in honor of Leah Kamionkowski's landmark birthday
Caryn Markowitz Groedel in memory of Judi Dash's mom
Shawn Zevit
Abraham Chasin in commemoration of yahrzeit of Gussie Friedman
Judy Harris and Alan Lipson in commemoration of yahrzeit of Judy's father, Sol Fink
Anita Cohn in commemoration of the yahrzeits of her parents, Harry and Lisa Goldstein, and in
memory of the people of the town of Tetiev who were murdered in the pogroms
• Sarah Sobel and David Edmiston in honor of their recent marriage
• Margy Weinberg in honor of Rabbi Steve for her Hanukat Bayit
• Dorinda Gershman for “wherever it is most needed”
LEADERSHIP TASK FORCE, continued from page 1
investigate pathways to leadership, identify obstacles, find ways to get more members involved in
leadership, and maximize the experience of value and satisfaction associated with volunteering in our
community. The specific action steps will be determined by the Task Force.
We are looking for a range of member categories to be represented on the Task Force, including but not
limited to: current and past committee chairs, officers, board members, event and function coordinators,
members who have been interested in leadership roles but have never held one, newer and more long
term members of the community, members who are young adults, parents, empty-nesters or retired, and
members with leadership development experience in other organizations.
If you’re interested but not yet sure you want to volunteer, please contact Rabbi Steve with your
questions. If you would like to volunteer, please submit your name to Rabbi Steve or Barb; they will
then put together a group of about 15 individuals who represent a good cross-section of our community
for the Leadership Development Task Force.
February 2014
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molly berger, secretary

board report

The board of trustees met on Feb. 13 at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. After a D’var Torah, the
minutes for the December 2013 board meeting were approved as amended.
Treasurer Pete Robertson pre-circulated the treasurer’s report. Dues commitment are currently at
90% of the original budget goal. Spending is on track to be 10% below budget. The potential deficit
is smaller than first feared. There was some discussion on the structure of the monthly budget reports
and what information would be most beneficial for the board to have. Now that we have the new file of
QuikBooks, we can do year-to-year comparisons. Pete will give a year-to-year comparison for the next
meeting.
Margaret Cohen gave an update on the Torah fundraising campaign. Including the matching funds, we
have pledges of $39,000. We have 40% participation thus far, but the goal is 100% participation.
Barb Truitt gave a report on the upcoming Shalach Manot fundraising. This year, members will have the
option of sending a virtual basket for those who do not want an actual basket. Barb has not been able to
find a chairperson and is currently managing the project. She will solicit volunteers to help her.
Greg Selker gave a final report on the Mock Trial. The net income is $15,243.63 which is 12% less than
last year. We had one less sponsor and had a significant (13%) dropoff in the number of Kol HaLev
members who attended. Next year’s trial will be the brothers of Joseph. One idea for next year is to
recruit an expert witness who is either a social worker or psychologist and have a partnership with the
CSU schools in an attempt to broaden the audience. Steve Dettelbach. U.S. attorney, has asked to be the
prosecuting attorney. Jon Leiken is going to be the counsel for the defense. He is an attorney with Jones
Day. They have also been discussing a partnership with the City Club with Dan Moulthrop in which the
event will be a City Club forum. Dan Polster has agreed to be the judge again.
Dick Epstein reported on the Finance Committee meeting held December 14, 2013. Recommendations
include establishing a matching grant equal to year over year collected dues increases; establishing a
reduced dues category for single individuals up to age 25; and 10% dues increases across all categories.
There has not been a dues increase for 8 years.
Greg Selker reported that RRC will have a 30 minute teaching phone call on January 14 at 3:30 p.m..
Greg will host those who would like to participate and Leah has phone information for those who would
like to call in. Deborah Waxman, the new president, will be talking about the Reconstructionist response
to the Pew study on Judaism.
Greg led a discussion about our relationship with the Reconstructionist movement. He asked board
members how they would describe their personal relationship to the Reconstructionist movement ? Do
we have a relationship to the Reconstructionist movement other than our affinity to the ideals of Reconstructionism?
The April Board meeting will be held April 28 instead of the 14th because of Pesach. The next meeting will be February 10, 2014 at the home of Pete Robertson. All Kol HaLev members are welcome to
attend.
Respectfully submitted,
Molly Berger
February 2014
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COMMITEE NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
FEB. 2 MEETING: NEW GESHER PROGRAM FOR GRADES 1-6
Families of non-day school students in grades 1 – 6 are cordially invited to attend a community meeting
about the development of a new program, called Gesher (bridge) which is being considered in response to
requests by families looking for more comprehensive educational experiences for their children who do not
attend day schools.
The meeting will take place on Sunday, February 2nd from 2 to 4 pm at the University Heights Public
Library. The library is located at 13866 Cedar Road, University Heights, Ohio 44118.
At present, the Gesher program is envisioned to take place on the 4th Shabbat of the month during the
months that Hagiga is offered (September-May), for a total of 8 sessions per year. There will be a rotating
curriculum which will include Torah, life cycle, holidays and Israel. Each will be looked at in its basic form,
as well as through a Reconstructionist lens.
At this meeting the Youth and Family Education Committee is seeking information about interest in the
program, as well as input from families who would attend the program about creating a program that meets
their needs and desires. If you have any questions, please contact Robyn at 216-320-1498 or robyn@
kolhalev.net.

WOMEN'S SUNDAY BRUNCH
All Kol HaLev Women are invited to a Sunday brunch on Feb. 23, from
10:00 am - 12:00 at the home of Happy Wallach in Shaker Heights. Sue
Kisch will be discussing Philip Roth's first book of short stories, published in
1959. Roth struggled with his identity as a secular American Jew who, with
all his generation, had reactions to the Holocaust and to McCarthyism as part
of their personal life experience. His book prompted much controversial feedback. How has it impacted
us today?
Please RSVP to Happy Wallach at 216-283-4058 or at happyhkw@aol.com. We hope that you can join
us for a great discussion!

COMING SOON: COMMUNITY MEETINGS ON THE TOPIC OF DUES
Kol HaLev will hold community meetings in late February through March to discuss the future funding of
our community and possible changes in our dues structure.
Several proposals, as well as detailed information on everything from the cost of operating the congregation
to comparison data with other synagogues, will be presented for discussion and feedback.
Kol HaLev has not raised its dues for eight years, but in that time our expenses per member household have
increased significantly. Member input is important in determining how we meet the future financial needs
of the community.
These meetings will provide an opportunity for members to ask questions, voice their opinions and help
determine final recommendations. Any recommended changes will be voted on at the annual meeting in June.
February 2014
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COMMITEE NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
THE YEAR OF TORAH CAMPAIGN NEWS
The Year of Torah Campaign for Kemach (sustenance) fundraising initiative is
in full swing. To date, 41% of the congregation have send in contributions or made
commitments, enough for us to take full advantage of the $17,000 Matching Fund
donated by Kol HaLev families who wish to be anonymous. We're very grateful for
their generosity!
If you haven’t done it yet, please send in your contribution or pledge today. Large
or small, your contribution is important; we need to hear from every member of the
congregation if we are to reach the goal of 100% participation (so beneficial as proof
of our unity and commitment when we apply for grants).
If you have questions, contact Margaret Cohen (margaret.cohen@gmail.com).

SAVE THE DATE! 2014 RETREAT FOR ALL KHL WOMEN
When: Sunday, March 9, 10 a.m,-2 p.m.
Where: TBD
Theme: Our changing selves
Using this theme as our focus, we will explore the ways we have grown and changed over the course of
our lives, as well as the many masks we use in different parts of our lives. With Purim around the corner,
we'll also look at the ways that Esther and Vashti changed over time. Come join us for a day of stories,
ritual-making, and discovery.
Look for more information in the March newsletter, future Weekly Updates, and a personal email
invitation. Questions? Want to get involved in planning the retreat? Contact Miriam Geronimus at
mgeronimus@gmail.com.

TEENS: APPLY FOR CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING
The Jewish Education Center of Cleveland has applications available for The Frances and Sanford M
Tolchinsky Camp Scholarship for Leadership Training. This scholarship is for high school students
(preferably incoming 9th and 10th graders) who attend a Jewish camp offering leadership training.
Financial need is only one factor in consideration; others include demonstrated leadership potential and
an expressed desire to give back to the Jewish community as a result of this leadership experience.
Two grants are given annually, an amount not to exceed $500 per grant. To request an application
contact Helen Wolf at the JECC at 216-371-0449 or hwolf@jecc.org. All completed applications must
be submitted by March 14, 2014.
February 2014
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Kol HaLev’s Annual Purim Fundraiser
ORDER SHALACH MANOT
for your Kol HaLev friends & family!
Fulfill the Mitzvah!

During Purim it is customary to bring a basket
of sweets (Shalach Manot) to friends, family &
neighbors. The sweets contribute to the joy and
festivity of the holiday.
Each festive bag contains Hamantashen
(parve & 0% trans fat), candy, juice AND MORE!
The exchange of Mishloach Manot has become a vital component of Kol HaLev’s Purim
celebration and annual fundraising efforts and we are striving for 100% participation.
• Orders will be accepted until

.

• Baskets will be delivered between March 13 –20 OR
can be picked at Kol HaLev’s Annual Megillah Reading on March 15.
• You will receive 1 basket regardless of how many are ordered for you,
plus a card listing all of the people who ordered a basket for you!
• NEW THIS YEAR: Candy-free baskets & "virtual baskets"
If you would prefer candy-free or virtual basket, please indicate that on your order form.

There are two ways to place and pay for your order:
1. Print and complete this 2-page form & return it with a check to: Kol HaLev, 2245 Warrensville
Center Rd., Suite 215; University Hts., OH 44118
OR
2. Email your form (or your name and your list of recipients) to kelli@kolhalev.net or fax
it to 216-464-4489, then pay online with Pay Simple. Instructions for Pay Simple:
a. Go to http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple
b. If you’re already registered on the PaySimple site, enter your user ID and password.
c. If you are not yet registered, click the “Click Here to Pay Now” link on the left.
d. Type “SHALACH MANOT” in the Payment Description box.

Please contact Kelli in the office with any questions: kelli@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498
Orders cannot be processed until payment is received.

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY KOL HALEV & PAID IN FULL BY MARCH 7!
February 2014
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SHALACH MANOT ORDER SHEET, PAGE 1
Name:
Phone number:
$________

 I wish to order ____ baskets @ $3.00 each

 I also wish to reciprocate to all those who have sent me a basket for $18.00 total. $18.00
TOTAL $________
OR
 I wish to send a basket to EVERY KOL HALEV MEMBER (146 Households)

$225.00

 I would like to order ____ baskets for people outside of the Kol HaLev community. $________
(I understand that there are a very limited number of these available at a cost of $5.00 per
basket on a first-come, first-serve basis, and that I am responsible for delivery).
To perform the Purim mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim (Gifts to the Poor), please consider
making a tax-free donation to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund. We will then forward all
such contributions to one or more of the charitable organizations that provide meals and
other financial services to local individuals and families in need.

 YES!! I am fulfilling the mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim. Here’s my donation of

$________

GRAND TOTAL (Purim baskets, reciprocals and Matanot La’Evyonim) $_______
METHOD OF PAYMENT:
 check (payable to “Kol HaLev”) OR  Pay Simple (http://www.kolHaLev.net/pay_simple)
 YES!! I would love to help deliver baskets (you get a great rush from it – it’s like delivering
flowers. YOU make people SMILE!) The city I’d like to deliver to is ________________________
 I will pick up my personal basket at Kol HaLev on Saturday, Mar. 15, at the Megillah reading.
 I prefer to have my personal basket delivered sometime between March 13 – 20.
 I prefer a virtual basket.
 I prefer a candy-free basket.
Thank you and have a joyous and sweet Purim!
(DON’T FORGET THE SECOND PAGE OF THIS FORM!)
February 2014
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SHALACH MANOT ORDER SHEET, PAGE 2
**Please check off the names of the families to whom you would like to send Shalach Manot baskets.
If you would prefer, we can send them by random selection.  Please send my baskets randomly
 Adamson, Anne
 Agopian, Sharon
 Armin, Mike
 Barnett, Benjamin & Halle
 Baxter, Daniel & Hannah
 Berger, Molly
 Biagianti, Arthur & Sue
 Binstock, Allen
 Bortz, David
 Brodsky, Jack & Amy
 Caputo, Michael & Kareen
 Chasin, Abraham & Muriel
 Chefitz, Josh & Tyler Katz
 Chenin, Fred & Marsha
 Cohn, Anita
 Collin, E. Maxine
 Conn, David & Liz (virtual delivery)
 Dash, Judi
 Davidson, Mark & Adina
 Dinner, Maureen
 Dudwick, Nancy
 Elgart, Scott & Traci
 Louise Elkind
 Epstein, Barry & Barbara
 Epstein, Dick & Deena
 Epstein, Michael & Ann
 Fallick, Bruce & Catherine
 Feil, Mimi & Ed
 Fish, Juanita
 Foust, Bill & Mimi Plevin-Foust
 Frazier, Nancy
 Friedman, Elinor
 Friedman-Romell, Frederick & Beth
 Geronimus, Miriam & Peggy Kittila
 Gershman, Dorinda
 Gilbert, Ron & Leah
 Glueckselig, Nina
 Goldberg, Gil & Marcia
 Golden, Susan
 Goldstein, Joyce
 Goodman, Bruce & Brenda
 Gross, Linda
 Gwatkin, David
 Gwatkin, Ralph & Selma
 Hack, Maureen
 Carl Hagerling & Gwen Glazer
 Hagesfeld, Mike & Elise
 Handler, Louis & Julie
 Hecht, Nancy
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 Hersch, Chuck & Shahin Afnan
 Herzenstein, Jonathan & Amy
 Hogg, Amy
 Holzman, Robin
 Imrey, Peter
 Jennings, Bruce & Celia
 Jones, Dick & Jayne
 Kamionkowski, Leah
 Kanner, Steven & Karly Whitaker
 Karabin, Carol
 Kay, Rachel
 Kelman, Sam & Anna
 Kisch, Eric & Sue
 Kittila, Peggy & Miriam Geronimus
 Klein, Dan & Nancy Rubel
 Isabel Klein
 Kohn, Ron
 Kopstein, Ami & Glenda
Kupersmith
 Korman, Neil & Diane
 Kornspan, Alan & Lisa
 Lesser, Ray & Susan Wolpert
 Lewis, Ben & Bellamy Printz
 Lieberman, Arthur
 Liebling, David & Lynn
 Lipson, Alan & Judy Harris
 Litvene, Marilyn
 Litwin, Richard & Kirby Date
 Logsdon, Ernie & Jane Arnoff
Logsdon
 Malemud, Franklin & Maggie
 Maris, Frank & Phyllis
 May, Chip & Audrey Warner
 May, Harold
 Meacham, Mattuck & Elizabeth
 Mendes, Joe & Cynthia Larsen
 Messinger-Rapport, Ken & Barbara
 Millas, Greg & Pam
 Miller, Brian & Jean
 Nadler, Ginny
 Ness, Ruth
 Olsen, Eric & Jennifer Finkel
 Oster, Andy & Robyn Novick
 Pelleg, Mordechai & Sue
 Pelsmajer, Julia & Aurelia
 Petrack, Emory & Sammy
Greenspan
 Plevin, Gloria
 Pliskin, Rob
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 Raddock, Mike & Christina
Antenucci
 Rahilly, Kevin & Margaret Cohen
 Raymond, Pauline
 Roberts, David & Lila Hanft
 Robertson, Pete & Heidi GorovitzRobertson
 Rosenblatt, Charles & Deborah
Gross
 Rosenfield, Allan & Sandy
 Rosenstiel, CJ & Jennie
 Schein, Jeffrey & Debby
 Scher-Marcus, Bill & Michal
 Schubert, Dave & Martha
 Schultz, Stuart & Sharon
 Segar, Steve & Andy Getz
 Selker, Gregory & Lois
 Shafran, Robert & Susan Knell
 Sheehe, Chuck & Marianne Lax
 Shell, Robin
 Shutkin, David & Connie Friedman
 Siegel, Renee
 Sklarin, Chris & Alexis Abramson
 Sobel, Howard & Joanne Federman
 Sobel, Sarah
 Solomon, Larry & Jodi
 Steinweg, David & Erica
 Stern, Karal
 Sugerman, David & Peggy
 Sunshine, Jeffrey & Helen Salz
 Tetelman, Aaron & Jessie Vigorito
 Tonti, Mario & Roberta
 Truitt, Barb
 Vainner, Joseph & Adina Schoem
 Wallach, Happy
 Weidenbaum, Kevin & Sue
 Weinberg, Margy
 Weinberger, Irwin & Meg Manny
 Weinberger, Richard & Donna
 Weinstein, Alan
 Weinstock, Brent & Kate
 Weiss, Eda
 Weissman, Jeffrey & Claudia
 Wilhelm, Jonathan
 Williams, David & Rachel
 Wolpert, Joyce
 Zevit, Shawn & Simcha
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hug hasefer: book discussion group
TThe February book group meeting will be Thursday, Feb. 27, at the home of Ruth
Ness. We will discuss Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths by Bruce
Feiler. (272 pages, a Kindle version exists)
A brief book description from Amazon: Both immediate and timeless, Abraham tells
the powerful story of one man's search for the shared ancestor of Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam. Traveling through war zones, braving violence at religious sites, and seeking out faith leaders, Bruce Feiler uncovers the defining yet divisive role that Abraham plays for half the world's believers. Provocative and uplifting, Abraham offers a
thoughtful and inspiring vision of unity that redefines what we think about our neighbors, our future, and ourselves.
The book for March will be A Guide for the Perplexed:A Novel by Dara Horn.
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web page
(http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added
to the group’s email list.

NEWS FROM THE RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE
Just Say Nyet
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, ’90, and co-author Yelena Goltsman urge readers of the Forward to oppose
Russia’s new anti-LGBT law. They encourage the Jewish community to respond to Russia’s new ban on
gay “propaganda” with a familiar statement of determination: never again. Read more at http://www.rrc.
edu/news-media/news/just-say-nyet.
A New Sky View for Oseh Shalom
When it came time to replace the signature translucent dome in its sanctuary, the Reconstructionist
congregation of Laurel, MD, chose the architect who asked, "How do you want it to feel?" says past
Pres, Val Kaplan in this Baltimore Sun feature which includes a visually stunning time-lapse video:
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/maryland/howard/laurel/ph-ll-oseh-shalom-replaces-iconicdome-20131217,0,919251.story.
Turn to Constructive Conflict on 9 Adar
The RRC has partnered with the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in Israel on its 9 Adar Project.
Traditionally this date was a fast day on the Jewish calendar, which commemorated a tragic and violent
conflict in our history. The 9 Adar project wants to transform the ninth of Adar, filling it with worldwide
action for constructive conflict, peace and understanding. There are 18 different ways congregations can
participate. The website is packed with ideas. Find out more and get involved: http://9adar.org/
Israel Is Calling You!
Join us for the first Reconstructionist movement trip to Israel, May 14–21, 2014. Take your part in a
progressive Jewish conversation—an intellectual, spiritual and political dialogue that will build your
knowledge, challenge your perspectives, and broaden your understanding of Israel. Learn more at http://
www.rrc.edu/Israeltrip.
February 2014
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NEWS
CELEBRATING SUCCESS: EXPANDED HEALTHCARE ACCESS
After one and a half years of hard work by Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) and others,
led in part by our own Donna Weinberger, we finally achieved our goal and expanded healthcare
access to over 275,000 Ohioans. On Feb. 5, over 100 people from across faiths and traditions
gathered at Trinity Cathedral to celebrate this victory together. There were speeches, prayers and songs
representing the broad interfaith coalition of GCC. Donna helped organize the beautiful celebration
and gave a moving speech about the history of GCC's efforts to expand Medicaid, ending with a
poignant example of how this impacts individuals (she received a standing ovation). Sue Pelleg, also
active on the Healthcare Team, led the assembly in a rousing rendition of the shehecheyanu. The
celebration ended with cake.
So, what's next? The Healthcare Team's next meeting is on Monday, Feb. 3 at 7 p.m. at Trintity
Cathedral, 2230 Euclid Ave.
The Criminal Justice and Education Teams met at the end of
January. For more information on what they're doing, contact a
member of the Core Team (Allen Binstock, Donna Weinberger,
Dick Weinberger,
Karly Whitaker,
Lynn Liebling,
Mimi Plevin-Foust,
Peggy Kittila, Sue
Pelleg, or Rabbi
Steve Segar).
~Peggy Kittila

February 2014
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DAVID CONN

CONNECTIONS
THE ROAD TO OUR FUTURE

The expression “spiritual but not religious” (SBNR) has become commonplace
in the American lexicon. In my observation, the SBNR person appreciates and
even cultivates spiritual aspects of life that s/he finds uniquely meaningful.
S/he might be exquisitely sensitive to the order and beauty of the natural
world, synchronicity in events, connections between people, or even discern
a purpose in existence or a “guiding force” in the world. At the same time,
s/he may (A) not accept the idea of a G-d (or gods) involved in human or
natural events, (B) not wish to be affiliated with any organized belief system,
(C) not feel compelled to "respond" in any prescribed way to his/her spiritual
experiences or (D) experience some combination of these.
Within Jewish America, the descriptor "culturally Jewish" is also heard quite frequently. While
perhaps a little harder to pin down, it seems to indicate someone who has (A) been raised with full
knowledge of being Jewish, (B) likely had some Jewish education and experience in youth and (C) as
an adult, largely--if not completely--fallen away from Judaism as an organized religion, though not
from its cultural elements. In short, unaffiliated, not observant and not religious.
SBNR and "culturally Jewish" are not mutually exclusive: a "culturally Jewish" person could
be SBNR and vice versa. Either way, both are socially acceptable euphemisms today for being
a "religious dropout." As a "dropout" (really more of a "non-starter") myself into my forties(!), I
eventually came to view it as a road to nowhere.
There has been much hand-wringing and teeth-gnashing about the recent Pew Research Center survey
report "A Portrait of Jewish Americans" (http://pewrsr.ch/16IN5U4). The picture that emerges is
discouraging. Among the most troubling findings is a sharp rise in "Jews of no religion"--now 22%
of American Jews--who are disengaged from the Jewish community, are not particularly attached to
Israel and who overwhelmingly raise their children either without religion or something other than
Jewish. Worse, the "dropout rate" seems to be increasing. Another finding: only 31% of Jewish adults
surveyed belong to a synagogue. This is particularly troubling because the synagogue is arguably
the most critical and effective factor in maintaining Jewish communal continuity from generation to
generation.
In short, the Pew Survey portrait is one of a non-Orthodox community in decline. Ultimately this state
of affairs is "mind over matter": if you don't mind, it doesn't matter. But as Jews, should we not mind,
and mind greatly? There is much about being Jewish that is not dependent on community...but more
that is. Jewish continuity demands community, otherwise we surely will lose our distinctiveness and
with it our connection to our history, culture, language, accumulated wisdom, shared values and, of
course, religion.
The scourge of SBNR and "culturally Jewish" is that they legitimize being a "dropout" and thus work
insidiously against Jewish continuity. Not a work of sabotage, it is apathy that paves the "road to
nowhere."
continued on page 18
February 2014
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HAGIGA PHOTO GALLERY
photos by Robin Shell

CONNECTIONS, continued from page 17
Can the tide be turned? Reflecting on 22 years he served as Chief Rabbi of the UK, Rabbi Jonathan
Sacks, in a recent interview with CNN's Christiane Amanpour, said, "I didn’t see a community that
was focused on its future, and we’d been in demographic decline for...forty years. And now thank
goodness we’ve turned that around, we’re now growing as a community, and we have young Jews
who know more and they’re more committed perhaps than would have been the case otherwise"
(http://amanpour.blogs.cnn.com/2014/01/10/7505/). Rabbi Sacks was not speaking only of the
Orthodox community in his remarks. Jewish Journal article "The Limmud Way: My Journey to
the Future of Judaism" (http://www.jewishjournal.com/cover_story/article/the_limmud_way_
my_journey_to_the_future_of_judaism) is extremely encouraging and energizing. It speaks to the
power of engaged people to rebuild and renew community.
The Pew Survey calls us to action. The future is in our hands to mold, individually and
communally. The only real antidote to the ominous trends is for each of us to accept personal
ownership of Jewish community and to get involved in whatever large and small ways we can.
This requires individual and family decisions about the allocation of time and resources. It means
piercing the cocoon of our home and work lives to build and grow our community.
It also means setting aside reservations about "belief" and "faith" for the benefit of our larger
community, which in turn requires getting off the SBNR and "culturally Jewish" bandwagons.
Faced with our unique challenges, "I'm OK, you're OK" can no longer be our default approach. Our
response to "I'm SBNR" or "I'm culturally Jewish" might out of necessity be, "I appreciate that, but
you are really missing out on a lot and frankly our community needs you."
It is mind over matter. Because our future does matter, it is time to get off the road to nowhere and
put ourselves on the road to a bright future for our Jewish community: one "driver" at a time. See
you out on the highway!
Comments? E-mail me (at david@estophile.com) with comments or your ideas for use in future
columns . . . along with any other ways you connect with Judaism, our community, traditions or the
Divine.

February 2014
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MOVING FROM DISCORD TO DISCOURSE IN THE CLEVELAND
JEWISH COMMUNITY:
HAVING RESPECTFUL, OPEN, AND VIBRANT CONVERSATIONS
ABOUT DIFFICULT SUBJECTS
FEBRUARY 16, 2014 MANDEL JCC STONEHILL AUDITORIUM
While the Jewish community has never been monolithic in its worldview, in recent years, we
have become increasingly acrimonious around certain issues, including topics such as Israel,
party politics, gun control and denominational differences.
Join Rachel Eryn Kalish, founding facilitator of the Year of Civil Discourse Initiative in the San
Francisco Bay area and mediator/conflict resolution specialist in a program designed to bring
together Jews with diverse positions on various topics.
Build skills to move from discord to civil discourse by listening to and understanding each
other’s viewpoints while engaging in a thoughtful way through one or both programs:
Skill Training Workshop 10:00 to 3:00pm in the Stonehill Auditorium Annex
Participants will learn some core communication skills as well as ways to overcome triggers
that tend to derail conversations on difficult topics. Participation in this part of the program is
limited and pre-registration is required. Lunch will be provided.
Community-wide Dialogue: How to Talk About Israel 3:30 to 5:30pm in the Stonehill
Auditorium. Open to the Cleveland Jewish Community.

All programming will take place at the Mandel JCC
26001 South Woodland Rd. Beachwood, OH 44122
All programming is free and open to the public
Registration is required for the skill training workshop by
Thursday, February 13 for lunch and planning purposes
For questions or to register, contact:
Alan Federman, acf1950@aol.com or 216-321-7010
SPONSORED BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF CLEVELAND COMMUNITY RELATIONS
COMMITTEE, BETH ISRAEL-THE WEST TEMPLE, CONGREGATION BNAI JESHURUN,
CEDAR SINAI SYNAGOGUE, CLEVELAND HILLEL, CONGREGATION KOL HALEV, THE
JEWISH SECULAR SOCIETY, CONGREGATION SHAAREY TIKVAH, THE MANDEL JCC,
TEMPLE ISRAEL NER TAMID, MARK, WEBER,THE CLEVELAND JEWISH NEWS AND THE
CLEVELAND JEWISH DIALOGUE GROUP
February 2014

Page 18

Kol HaLev Happenings

Contemporary Voices:

Jewish in America Today

La Place Atrium, 2101 Richmond Road, Beachwood
Mondays, 7:00 PM
Free & Open to the Public

What does it mean to be Jewish in America today? What does Jewishness mean to you? How does
Jewish identity today differ from generations past? And why (if at all) does it matter? Join local
scholars for a series of frank, provocative and open conversations.

It’s Complicated: American Jewish Identities, Loyalties, and Movements
January 27 with Alanna Cooper

!

What We Don’t (or Won’t) Discuss in Public: American Jews’ New Normal
February 3 with Brian Amkraut

!

Open Mic: Today’s Jews Speak Out
February 10 with Nancy Zimmerman

Call 216.368.5686 for more details
www.case.edu/lifelonglearning

February 2014
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CALENDAR
Sat., Feb. 1

Sun., Feb. 2

Mon., Feb. 3

Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah
discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library.; Terumah (Rosh
Chodesh); discussion and service leader: Rabbi Steve; kiddush
sponsors: Nancy Rubel and Dan Klein, and Jack and Amy
Brodsky. This is our monthly percussion-free service.
9:15 a.m.
Philosophical Inquiry for 5th-7th grade Hagiga students.
Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt.
Hagiga
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat,
also in Rooms 113 & 114.
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
Gesher (Foundations) Meeting at the University Heights Library
2:00-4:00 p.m.
on Cedar Road. Meeting for families with children in next year’s
grades 3-6 to discuss possibility of starting new program. Read
more on page 9.
7:00-8:30 p.m.
GCC Health Care Team Meeting: What's Next? at Trinity
Cathedral.
10:30 a.m.

Contemporary Voices: Jewish in America Today. More
information on page 19.
10:30 a.m.
Member-Led Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel; Tetzavah;
Service and Discussion Leader: Larry Solomon. Kiddush
sponsored by Jane Arnoff Logsdon. Torah discussion takes place
within the service
3:30-5:00 p.m.
Torah Study at the home of Anita Cohn. Discussion leader: Ralph
Gwatkin. Discussion will focus on Parsha T'saveh (Exodus 27:20
to 30:10) and the distinction between Priest and Prophet, their
unique roles in biblical times and today.
8:00-10:00 p.m. No'ar Hadash Havdalah Dessert Potluck at the Weinstock's
home. RSVP to Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.edu or 608-772-3603.
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
7:00 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 8

Sun., Feb. 9

1:00-2:30 p.m.

Mon., Feb. 10

February 2014

7:00-8:00 p.m.
5:30-7:30 p.m

Bonim trip to Sky Zone Indoor Trampoline Park, 31500
Village Parkway, Westlake, OH 44145. Cost $11 per participant.
For more info, contact Margaret Cohen (margaret.cohen@gmail.
com).
Madrichim Meeting at the home of Diane Lavin.
Magshimim Family Volunteering at the Foodbank - 15500 S.
Waterloo Rd., Cleveland, OH 44110. Pizza and repacking donated
food to give to Cleveland's needy families. A fun and active
chance to do good as a family! If you haven't already RSVP'd for
this event and would still like to attend, please email Mimi PlevinFoust ASAP at mimiplev@msn.com.
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CALENDAR
continued from page 20
Mon., Feb. 10

Tue., Feb. 11
Wed., Feb. 12
Sat., Feb. 15

Sun., Feb. 16

Contemporary Voices: Jewish in America Today. More
information on page 19.
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Board Meeting at the home of Pete Robertson. All members are
welcome to attend
8:30-9:30 a.m.
Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on Lee.
7:30-9:00 p.m.
GCC Core Team Meeting. Contact Allen Binstock for more
information.
10:30 a.m.
Evolution Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by
Torah discussion at 9:30 a.m. in the Ratner Library.; Ki Tisa;
discussion leader: Glenda Kupersmith; service leaders: Barb Truitt
and Rabbi Steve. Kiddush co-sponsored by Mike Raddock and
Chris Antenucci and Sue and Art Biagianti.
Philosophical Inquiry with the Parsha for 5th-7th grade Hagiga
9:15 a.m.
students. Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt.
10:00 a.m.
Intergenerational Learner's Service in Ratner Chapel. We will
discuss the overall structure of the service as we move through it
and delve into some of the specific language and ideas in selected
prayer texts. Designed for adult Kol HaLev members interested
in learning more about the Shabbat morning service and younger
members of Kol HaLev, third grade and older..
Hagiga
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about a
half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot Shabbat,
also in Rooms 113 & 114
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
7:00 p.m.

10:00-3:00;
3:30-5:30

5-9 p.m.

February 2014

Moving from Discord to Discourse in the Cleveland
Jewish Community: Having Respectful, Open, and Vibrant
ConversationsAbout Difficult Subjects at the Mandel JCC. Skill
Training Workshop 10:00 to 3:00; Dialogue: How to Talk About
Israel 3:30 to 5:30. More info on page 18
"For the Love of Dogs and Children" Kayla Goodman's tikkun
olam project is a benefit for WAGS4Kids (Working Animals
Giving Service for Kids), a local non-profit organization which
provides registered assistance dogs to children. Help Kayla "pay
it forward" to fulfill another child's dreams of a service dog's
unconditional love!
Adult evening outlive Jazz band, light food, cash bar, silent
auction, Chinese raffle, fun, fun, fun and a great cause! Winking
Lizard, 25380 Miles Rd, Bedford Hts, 44146. $25/person.
Purchase tickets or make a donation at:http://wags4kids.
wordpress.com/2014/01/03/kayla-loves-kain/
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CALENDAR
continued from page 21
Mon., Feb. 17
Thu., Feb. 20
Sat., Feb. 22
Sun., Feb. 23

Deadline for the March issue of Kol HaLev Happenings
7:30-8:30 p.m.
Religious Practices Committee meeting at Barbara Epstein's
house. This is an open meeting - anyone interested is welcome to
attend.
10:30-12:30 p.m. Musical Shabbat at Ratner. Vayekhel; service leader: Rabbi
Steve; kiddush cosponsored by Fred and Marsha Chenin and
Steven Kanner and Karly Whitaker.
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School

Fri., Mar., 7

10:00-12:00 p.m. Women's Brunch at the home of Happy Wallach. Sue Kisch will
be discussing Philip Roth's first book of short stories and Roth's
struggle with his identity as a secular American Jew who, with all
his generation, had reactions to the Holocaust and to McCarthyism
as part of their personal life experience. More information on page
9.
10:15-4:00 p.m. No'ar Hadash Event - Ropes Course. For more information,
contact Zach at zpekarsk@oberlin.edu or 608-772-3603.
7:30-9:30 p.m.
Values Team Leaders (VTL) meeting at the home of Leah
Kamionkowski. All Kol HaLev members are welcome.
7:30-9:00 p.m.
Knitting/Crocheting Group at the home of Miriam Geronimus
and Peggy Kittila. All skill levels welcome!
Mindful Jewish Practice at the office of Nancy Rubel. This
7:00-8:30 p.m.
meeting will include time for group discussion of a Jewish text
which will help set the intention for the meditation. Please RSVP
to karlywhitaker@yahoo.com
Book Club Discussion at the home of Ruth Ness. Discussing
7:30-9:00 p.m.
Abraham: A Journey to the Heart of Three Faiths by Bruce Feiler..
More info on page 14.
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Please bring a NUTFREE vegetarian/dairy or pareve dish that will serve 8-10 people.
Kiddush cosponsored by Eric Olsen, Jennifer Finkel, and Ginny
Nadler, and Bellamy Printz.. A-H - Dessert or Drink; I-P - Main
Dish; Q-Z – Appetizer or Salad. We encourage members to bring
their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins.
Deadline to order Shalach Manot baskets for Purim. More info on page 11

Sun., Mar. 9

Save the Date: KHL Women's Retreat. More info on page 10

Mon., Feb. 24

Wed., Feb. 26

Thurs., Feb. 27
Fri., Feb. 28

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the most
current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email.
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian,
participatory
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