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jewish approaches to the science vs. religion debate
by Rabbi Steve Segar

A couple of months ago, just after the fall holidays, I wrote in my monthly column of my intention to use this
space to focus on initiatives, both within and beyond the Jewish community, that seek to deepen and broaden
the contemporary dialogue between science and religion. I made particular mention in that column of a new
organization called, “Sinai and Synapses” that is being developed within the National Jewish Center for
continued on page 3

participate in New Communal
Shabbat Practices Group
Every Shabbat we have the opportunity to gather
together as a community. We
pray, sing, eat, and talk. Why
does our tradition offer us this
communal spiritual gathering
every Shabbat? Why do Kol Halev members value
this time together, whether they attend weekly or just
occasionally? How do we use this time to enhance
the Shabbat experience of our membership?
The Religious Practices Committee would like to
consider these questions and create some principals
to guide our communal Shabbat practices. We are
inviting members to join as we explore, study, and
reflect on our shared Shabbat experience.
If you are interested in participating in this group, or
if you have questions about it, please contact Connie
Friedman at conniesfriedman@gmail.com. We’re
looking for 12-15 people to begin meeting in February
and attend 6-8 meetings over the course of the year.

Fall Fundraiser good news!
by Mattuck Meacham
Vice President and Values Team Leader

We have wonderful news to share about our Fall
Fundraiser: A generous group of anonymous
member families have offered to match campaign
donations dollar for dollar, up to a total of $16,000!
This means that every dollar you donate will result
in two dollars for Kol HaLev.
If you have already made a pledge
or payment, thank you very much!
If you have not yet made your
pledge or payment, please do so
today. As you know, providing for
Kol HaLev’s well-being is a group
effort. Each of us is asked to contribute according
to our abilities. Any size contribution from the heart
is meaningful, and every contribution is helpful.
Please pledge by January 31.
Thank you very much for your time, generosity and
commitment to our community. May Kol HaLev
continue to be one of the inspiring lights in your life.

in this issue
Rabbinic Corner.......................................................1
Hagiga Happenings.................................................. 4
Hesed........................................................................ 5
Become a Service Host............................................ 6

november 2016

Page 1

Board Report..............................................................6
Yahrzeits and Contributions...................................... 7
Save the Date: The People vs. The Maccabees......... 9
Calendar................................................................... 11

Kol HaLev Happenings

DIRECTORY
Services & Programs are held at:
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Welcoming & caring
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• Rosh Hodesh – Kirby Date
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• Youth & Family Education – Bill Marcus, interim
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• Child Care Coordinator – Traci Elgart
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• Book Group – Kevin Weidenbaum
• Lunch and Learn – Adina Schoem
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democratic & FISCALly responsible
• Fundraising – Margaret Cohen & Barry Epstein
• Mock Trial – Jennifer Finkel
• Cemetery – Mike Armin
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• Greeters – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• Kiddush – Kelli Birch (Office Manager)
• High Holy Days – Marcia Goldberg
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• Finance Committee– Alan Weinstein
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• Rabbi Liaison – Selma Gwatkin & Barry Epstein
• Strategic Planning Committee – Greg Selker
• Nominating Committee – Catharine Fallick
• Security Corps – Bill Scher-Marcus
• Commitment Support Volunteer – Maxine Collin
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

continued from page 1
Learning and Leadership. The first major project they have launched is entitled, “Scientists
in Synagogues,” and it involves selecting synagogues across the religious spectrum with
members who are engaged in professional scientific pursuits. The synagogues that are
chosen are then supplied with the financial and scholarly resources to develop programming
focused on the science and religion conversation. Their members who are scientists will
be given opportunities both to help develop and implement these programs in their own
synagogues and also to explore their own understandings of this conversation with other
Jewish scientists from around the country.
On the Sinai and Synapses website, there is a very interesting justification for the importance of this kind of
initiative within the Jewish community that is grounded in research on attitudes towards science across a range
of religious identities. Here is an excerpt from that research:
A common refrain in liberal Jewish circles is, "I don’t believe in God. I believe in science and in nature."
And in the national survey fielded by Rice University and American Association for the Advancement of
Science (AAAS) as part of the “Perceptions Project,” data showed just how prevalent that perspective is.
When the Perceptions Project asked people how they perceived the relationship between science and
religion, several potential responses were offered. One was ‘in collaboration,’ one was ‘independent,’
and two were ‘in conflict’— one ‘on the side of religion’ and the other ‘on the side of science’
About 25% of the American populace chose one of the two conflict options, which, interestingly, was
the same percentage as the Jewish population. But while most of the Christians who saw religion and
science in opposition viewed themselves as on the side of religion, those Jews who saw science and
religion in conflict came down on the side of science — and by a huge margin. For the “conflicted
Christians,” three out of four opted for religion, and one out of four chose science. But for the 25% of
conflicted Jews, 15 out of 16 saw themselves on the side of science, and therefore, anti-religion.
This finding clearly implies that it’s often less of a challenge to get Jews to embrace science than it is to get
them to embrace Judaism. Perhaps because Judaism has long embraced questioning and challenging authority,
or perhaps because theology is rarely emphasized in the more liberal branches of Judaism, many Jews
erroneously think that if they accept science, then they need to reject their Judaism. Thus one goal of Scientists
in Synagogues will be to show that science and Judaism need not be in conflict, and that Jews do not need to
reject their Judaism in order to celebrate science.
In some ways, I think this dynamic is less pronounced in the Reconstructionist movement, due to Mordecai
Kaplan’s emphasis on the importance of scientific discovery to religious self-understanding. Our enthusiastic
embrace the annual observance of “Evolution Shabbat” is one clear signal that we are in accord with that
Kaplanian approach. However, even for us, I sense that there is less appreciation than there might be for the
dynamism and ongoing evolution of this conversation. It is my hope that we will build on our yearly exploration
of these questions and find even more ways to engage with each other and explore this fascinating and
challenging arena of inquiry with more frequency going forward.
Rabbi Steve
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net.
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robyn novick

HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

Next up: informal education programs from Bible Rap & Camp jrf
Informal Jewish education is rooted in a belief that the experience is central to the individual’s Jewish
development. The notion of experience in education derives from the idea that participating in an event or
a moment through the senses and the body enables one to understand a concept, fact or belief in a direct
and unmediated way. Experience in education refers to learning that happens through participation in
events or through other direct action, or by direct observation or hearing. John Dewey expanded upon
this idea by suggesting that people are active centers of impulse rather than passive vessels and they
learn best when they are actively rather than passively engaged in experiencing an idea or an event. Such
experiencing is rooted in the interaction of the idea or event with the person’s life and with a continuum
of ideas that enables the experience to contribute to ongoing personal growth. The focus on experience
results in a pedagogy that attempts to create settings which enable values to be experienced personally
and events to be experienced in real time and in genuine venues, rather than their being described to
the learner. Over the years this notion of experiencing has become closely identified with “experiential
education,” often seen as the “calling card” of informal education.
– Barry Chazan, The Philosophy of Informal Jewish Education
When I was first approached about working for Kol HaLev, I was most excited about the fact that Hagiga is an
informal educational program. As a product of a youth movement, sleepaway camp, and teen Israel experience,
I've experienced first-hand the power of informal Jewish education and its long-lasting effects of my life. In the
position of Education Director at Kol HaLev, I try to develop informal educational experiences that will have
impact on on students' characters. Whether students are learning to respectfully disagree, recognizing that there
are multiple avenues for looking at questions, searching for ethical responses to situations that arise or seeing
the beauty in diversity, the Hagiga program is designed to provide opportunities to learn life lessons through
meaningful exchanges.
In this vein, we will have two special guests coming to Hagiga this month. On January 7, Matt Bar
of Bible Raps will meet with the Magshimim (grades 6-8) and Chalutzim (high school) classes to
demonstrate his unique approach to studying Torah. Matt is an internationally renown Torah scholar
who teaches through hip hop, and characterizes his instruction as “Hamilton for the Jews” because
his work is infused with Jewish history. Matt will also explain how to rap and support participants in
writing their own Torah raps. It should be an incredibly fun, creative and interesting learning opportunity. Matt
will also be leading an intergenerational lunch and learn following services. (For more information, see the flyer
on page 9). These programs are generously sponsored through @Akiva Artist in Residence Program and the
Congregational Enrichment Fund of the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland.
Our second guest is Sheira Director-Nowak, who is the assistant director of Camp JRF, the Reconstructionist
Movement’s sleepaway camp. She will be joining us on January 21 to lead programs for all ages which will
encompass multiple elements of camp – fun, social, educational, community and Reconstructionism. Sheira will
be available during Kiddush to talk about Camp JRF and answer any questions you may have. Campers and camp
alumni will also be available to share about their experiences. It should be a very fun day!
Looking forward to sharing these informal educational experiences with you!
Robyn
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hesed
We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Abe Chasin, Anita Cohn,
Selma Gwatkin, Ron Kohn, Bellamy Printz and Celia and John Lewis, Pauline Raymond,
David Steinweg and Eda Weiss. We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev
member you know of would like to be included on this list.
Thanks to Andy Getz, the Hesed Monthly Co-ordinator for December. During the month, members
provided meals and rides, made visits, and sent cards.

It is only a true and close community that develops associations,
traditions and memories that go to make up its soul. To mingle
one’s personality with that soul becomes a natural longing. In such
a community one experiences that mystic divine grace which, like
radiant sunshine, illumines our lives when joyous and, like balm,
heals them when wounded or stricken.
~Mordecai Kaplan

Please join us for our annual Hesed Service
Saturday, January 21, 2017

If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone
who may need the support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman
(robinholzman@gmail.com) and Martha Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.
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join our list of members who host services
Several times each year, when the Ratner School is unavailable, Kol
HaLev holds services in members’ homes. By offering their homes
for services, our member-hosts make possible a nearly uninterrupted
calendar of services.
The Religious Practices Committee (RPC) would like to expand the list
of member-hosts, members who may be willing to host as timing and
circumstances allow. The demands upon a host are small; the rewards
to the community are large. And one is under no obligation to say “yes”
to any particular date.
If you would be willing to be asked as need arises, please let RPC chairperson Bruce Fallick know at
brucefallick@gmail.com.

deena epstein, secretary

board report

The Kol HaLev board met December 12 at the home of David Conn and engaged in significant conversation
around several issues affecting the community.
The first focused on procedures and policies around membership and dues commitments. Treasurer David
Conn reported that we have either financial or signed membership commitments from 102 of the 137
families on currently on our membership list. Our commitment support volunteer, Maxine Collin, continues
to follow up with those who have made no commitment, and the number of members who commit continues
to grow.
However, there was discussion about whether there should be some criteria around when or whether we
take families who have made no commitment to membership off the list. It was re-iterated that no one
would be denied membership because of inability to pay, but that we needed an accurate count of members
for both programming and financial planning. Several people felt that our somewhat looser policy towards
commitment allows people to get to know the community before officially joining.
No decision was reached, but it was agreed that discussion will continue, and that members who have made
neither a financial commitment nor signed the membership commitment form are encouraged to do so as
soon as possible.
Following a report from Education Director Robyn Novick, who indicated that she was having difficulty
finding volunteers willing to help with the high school youth group and other educational activities, the
board began a general discussion about how to encourage volunteerism and engagement among members.
It is expected that the report of the Leadership Taskforce, when completed in early 2017, will include
recommendations, based on input from members, to address this. Board members also talked about the need
for one-on-one conversations with members to better understand their needs and concerns.
The next meeting of the Kol HaLev Board will be Monday, January 9 at 7:30 at the home of Deena Epstein.
All members are welcome to attend.
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yahrzeits

They are now a part of us, as we remember them

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:
Barney Lasky—father of Renee Siegel
Irene Satin (Shlomit bat Tsvi v Sara)—mother of Elena Satin
Adolph Kohn—father of Ron Kohn
Dorothy Davis (Bender)—maternal grandmother of Nick Delciappo
Joseph Peter Vainner Jr.—father of Joe Vainner
Jerome Pincus—father in law of Joyce Goldstein
Charles R. Friedman—father of Joyce Wolpert
Alfred Rosenberg—father of Sue Biagianti
Julius Kelman—father in law of Anna Kelman
Eli Samplin Marks—father of Phyllis Maris
Jo Hana Goldberg—daughter of Judy Vida
Mollie Flax May—paternal grandmother of Chip May
Aida Bound—grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
Herman Gordon (Haim Ben)—father of Margy Weinberg
Joseph Armin—father of Mike Armin
Jacob Hochman—maternal grandmother of Chip May
Karen Clark—grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
Sophie Weidenbaum—mother of Kevin Weidenbaum
Beryl Hanft—mother of Lila Hanft
Gussie Hanft—paternal grandmother of Lila Hanft

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting
the name of the deceased—the relationship to the member—and the date of death—including
the year—in either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. You can find a calendar
converter at http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

contributions
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:
•
•
•
•
•

Anna Kelman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her mother-in-law, Asnat Kelman
Meg Manny in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her mother, Mary Manny
Judith Harris in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her father, Sol Fink
Sue and Art Biagianti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sue's father, Alfred Rosenberg
Lila Hanft in commemoration of the yahrziets of her mother, Beryl Hanft and her paternal
grandmother, Gussie Hanft.

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration
of a yahrzeit, or just because. You can donate check or online, whichever is more comfortable and
convenient for you. Find out how at http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities.
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FOR THE JEWS

Intergenerational Lunch and Learn following services featuring

Matt Bar of Bible Raps
Saturday, January 7, 2017/9 Tevet 5777
Matt will lead us on a journey looking at the connection between
Judaism and Hip Hop, as well as the history of the Jews as told in
the book of Bereshit/Genesis through the Hip Hop art form.
He has described it as “Hamilton for the Jews”.
Lunch will be provided FREE of charge thanks
to a generous grant.
Please let Robyn know if you plan to attend,
robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498

This program is generously funded by @Akiva Scholar in Residence Program and
the Congregaonal Enrichment Fund of the Jewish Educaon Center of Cleveland
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3 Amazing No’ar Hadash
Events for Teens in January!
Saturday, January 7th
10:30 am - 12:30 pm
Matt Bar of the Bible Raps will be leading an extremely unique
experience of Torah learning through hip hop! Get ready to learn
Torah like you never have before and how to write your own rap!
This is Hamilton for the Jews! Please let Robyn know if you will
be able to attend. You are welcome to stay for lunch following.

FOR THE JEWS

Shabbat Dinner with Itamar
Friday, January 13 6:30-8:30pm

Robyn’s House—5635 Saddle Lane, Solon

Come have a fun, social evening while enjoying a
nice meal. While a few months late, take this opportunity to welcome Itamar to our community.
He is a great musician, so bring your favorite instrument along. Be sure to let Robyn know if you
are coming by 1/10 so that we have enough food.

A Cooking Show & A Movie - Israeli Style
Saturday, January 28th 4:30 - 7:00 pm
Itamar will give us an Israeli cooking lesson - our very own
live cooking show featuring Israeli cuisine! Then we will
watch an Israeli movie, Beneath the Helmet while dinner
cooks. The film shows the human side to the reality that all
Israeli teens must enlist in the army. When the meal is ready,
we will enjoy!
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CALENDAR
Mon., Jan. 2
Sat., Jan. 7

Sun., Jan. 8

9:00‐10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
9:15‐10:15 a.m.
9:30‐10:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon
10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.
10:45‐11:15 a.m.
12:30‐2:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon
5:00‐8:00 p.m.

Torah, Tea and Tefillin at the Conn home; Service leaders: Rabbi Steve and David Conn
Executive Committee Meeting
Philosophical Inquiry (5th ‐ 7th graders)
Torah Discussion in Ratner Library led by David Shutkin
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parasha: Vayigash ; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush
Sponsors and Greeters Needed
Hagiga
Tot‐Parent Shabbat Program
Lunch N Learn‐ Bible Raps in Ratner Library (see page 9 for more info)
Nesiya at Ratner School
Yom Iyyun Madrichim Education at Suburban Temple ‐ Kol Ami, 22401 Chagrin Blvd., Beachwood

Mon., Jan. 9
Fri., Jan. 13
Sat., Jan. 14

7:30 p.m.
6:30‐8:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.

Sun., Jan. 15
Mon., Jan. 16
Sat., Jan. 21

No Nesiya ‐ MLK Holiday
Deadline for the February Kol HaLev Happenings Newsletter
9:15‐10:15 a.m.
Philosophical Inquiry (5th ‐ 7th graders)
9:30‐10:30 a.m.
Torah Discussion in Ratner Library led by Rabbi Steve
10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon
Hesed Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parasha: Shemot ; Service Leaders: Martha Schubert,
Robin Holzman and Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Art and Sue Biagianti and Halle and Benjamin
Barnett; Greeters Needed
10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.
Hagiga
10:45‐11:15 a.m.
1:15‐2:15 p.m.

Sun., Jan. 22
Wed., Jan 25
Fri., Jan.27

10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon
7:30‐8:30 p.m.
6:00‐9:00 p.m.

Sat., Jan. 28

9:30 a.m.‐10:15 a.m.

10:30 a.m.‐12:30 p.m.

Sun., Jan. 29

Board Meeting at the home of Dick and Deena Epstein
No’ar Hadash Shabbat Dinner with Itamar at the Oster/Novick home (see page 10)
Member Led Shabbat Service in Ratner Chapel; Parasha: Vayehi ; Service Leader: Larry Solomon;
Kiddush Sponsor: Audrey Warner; Greeters Needed

Tot‐Parent Shabbat Program
Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead for an hour of a combination of
sitting practice and brief conversation
Nesiya at Ratner School
Madrichim Meeting; Location TBA
Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Service Leader: Rabbi Steve and member musicians. The
potluck contributions should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and should not contain nuts. Please
bring enough for 8‐10. In keeping with our goal of becoming a more sustainable community, we
encourage members to bring their own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck.
Assignments: A‐H ‐ Main Dish; I‐P ‐ Appetizer or Salad; Q‐Z ‐ Dessert or Drink; Kiddush Hosts:
Elizabeth and Mattuck Meacham; Greeter Needed
Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. The sessions begin with a few minutes of a talk to
offer a kavannah or intention for the sitting practice of 30 minutes, and end with an opportunity for
informal sharing about meditation and spiritual practice.
Musical Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Parsha: Kee Tavo ; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve;
Kiddush Sponsors: Bellamy Printz in honor of John and Celia's birthday and Jennifer Finkel; Greeter
Needed

4:30‐6:30 p.m.

Cooking & A Movie Israeli Style led by Itamar (more info on page 10_

10:00 a.m.‐12:00 noon
10:30 a.m.‐12:00 p.m.
5:30‐7:30 p.m.

Nesiya at Ratner School
Hagigat Limud Prep Session; Location TBA
JECC Annual Dinner; Location TBA

To sign up to host a kiddush, go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev5
To sign up to be a greeter, go to http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4bada828a1f85-kolhalev4
We strive to make this calendar as accurate as possible, but additions, cancellations and other changes may occur after the
newsletter is published. To ensure you have the most up-to-date information, please double-check your plans in the Weekly
Update (which arrives in members' email inboxes every Thursday), or visit the calendar on the Kol HaLev website.
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian,
participatory spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net
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ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish
Community. This digital newsletter can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper.
Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or notices
for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev
website.

