The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community
NOVEMBER 2013

THE PEOPLE V. ABRAHAM: LAUGHTER, COMMUNITY &
THOUGHTFUL DEBATE OF RELEVANT SPIRITUAL ISSUES
by

Rabbi Steve Segar

In just a couple of weeks, we will be holding our
third annual mock trial in the Moot Courtroom at
the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law at CSU.
The first two years of this event have been wonderful experiences for our community on a variety
of levels. Most visible, perhaps, has been the trials' success as fundraisers which help bridge the
gap between what we collect in dues and what we
spend on a full year of community programming
and the provision of spiritual resources to our
membership.
● "The People v. Abraham"
In addition,
● Sat. Nov. 16, 7:30 p.m.
this event has
● Cleveland-Marshall College
raised Kol Haof Law Moot Courtroom,
Lev’s profile in
1801 Euclid Ave., Cleveland
the Jewish and
● Ticket sales: Online at
www.kolhalev.net/trial. More
general compurchase options on p. 16.
munities, and
has strengthened our institutional bonds with organizations such as Cleveland State and Case Western Reserve Universities
and our local public radio station, WCPN.

Finally, the
trials have
provided fertile ground
for meaningful and
thought-provoking conversations
Detail from the Story of Abraham and
around the
Isaac, in the Church of Narga Selassie,
Dek Island, Lake Tana, Ethiopia. Late
issues and
18th century. Photo by A. Davey.
challenges
raised by the
biblical texts and personalities we have examined
on each occasion. This year it feels as though we
are on a path towards a very similar outcome. As
the attorneys engage one another in arguments
about Abraham’s guilt or innocence related to
charges of child endangerment and attempted murder, the clergy panel will be addressing itself to
issues within these stories that continue to be spiritually relevant in the 21st century.
continued on page 3
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rabbinic corner

continued from page 1

Il Guercino (Giovanni Francesco
Barbieri), detail from Abraham
Casting Out Hagar and Ishmael, 1657.

rabbi steve segar

I see two issues that continue to feel spiritually relevant.
The first issue is the tension between truth – that is, our natural desire to ground ourselves in something that feels true
-- and pluralism, or the reality of a vast diversity of views
and perspectives in our society and in our world.
In all three western religious traditions, Abraham represents
the human capacity to submit oneself to a transcendent
Divine truth, and yet, even within one of those traditions,
there is heated debate about the nature of this truth. That debate is amplified by different perspectives among the three
western religious traditions, and further amplified by differences between the western traditions and other religious
perspectives around the globe.

So, how we can integrate truth and pluralism is one major
question that naturally arises from the Abraham stories addressed in the trial. A second, related question has to do with the relationship between and piety and morality. In both of the narratives at the
center of the trial, there is either an implicit or explicit tension between Abraham’s own sense of a
moral course of action and what
he is being asked by God to do,
namely sending his eldest son Ishmael and the woman who birthed
him, Hagar, into exile and binding
the younger of his two sons, Isaac,
on an altar as a human sacrifice.
There exist various schools of
thought regarding the connection between the “Holy” and the
“Good.” These run the gamut from
arguing that they must be completely identical with one another,
to the argument that the realm of
the Holy is so inherently different
from our normal perspective that
our general notions of good and
evil do not necessarily apply in
ways we are accustomed to. I look
Giovanni Battista Tiepolo, The Sacrifice of Isaac, 1726-29.
forward to opening up these conversations at this year’s trial and to
continuing them within our community over the course of this year.
Rabbi Steve
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or at rabbisteve@
kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting.
November 2013
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HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

robyn novick

I am very excited to be attending the RENA (The Reconstructionist Educators of North
America) biannual conference on Nov. 6-8 in Baltimore. The trip will be all the more sweet
because I haven't attended the conference in 4 years; two years ago I was on maternity leave. I am
so excited to meet with my colleagues and glean new information to bring back to Cleveland.
RENA is a professional group for people leading schools in Reconstructionist congregations and
other educators committed to the values and vision of Reconstructionist education. RENA seeks
to promote long-term goals and vision for Reconstructionist Jewish education, as well as promote
sharing of current practices and goals in Reconstructionist education in the areas of curriculum,
personal issues and administration of educational programs. It is an affiliate of the Jewish
Reconstructionist movement (JRM).
The conference is typically led by its members, who take responsibility for presenting sessions
on a variety of topics. I had the wonderful opportunity to share both the successes and challenges
of our Hagiga program several years ago, and to assist others as they are rethinking their own
programs. In the past, I have gleaned a great deal from those who work at Camp JRF and
subsquently incorporated many of their ideas into Hagiga. Who knows what I may find this time?
I am very fortunate to live in a community that has a great deal of support for Jewish educators
and resources to readily share. In Cleveland, I participate in the Education Directors Network, the
Jewish Family Educators Network and the Youth Professionals Network. These networks provide
both an opportunity to learn about best practices in the community and a network of professionals
I can call upon at anytime. Their support has been invaluable over the years.
Beyond these networks, we are fortunate to live in a community which deeply values Jewish
education both financially and professionally. The Jewish Education Center of Cleveland (JECC)
is nationally renowned for cutting-edge ideas and professionalism. Their generosity funds our
professional development, enrichment programming, Nesiya (Hebrew/T’fillah) program, retreats,
and youth group, and it provides us with resources that we could not otherwise access.
Even with all that the JECC and
my Cleveland colleagues have
to offer, there is not another
Reconstructionist educator in town.
So there is something extremely
special about meeting with other
Reconstructionist educators. I look
forward to another interesting and
educational experience with my
RENA colleagues and sharing my
amazing experience with you when
I return.
Kol tuv,
Robyn
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

BARB TRUITT

(WE ARE A) WORK IN PROGRESS
Do we know what we are doing? It may not seem so at times, but we're working
hard to improve our organizational strucutre and communications. Something
as simple as the Kol HaLev calendar has turned out to be difficult to coordinate
because it exists on different platforms. We now have a Google calendar that is used
by the office and Value Team Leaders (VTLs) in order to avoid scheduling conflicts.
The Google calendar is a definite improvement over the previous calendar, which
was a document that resided on a computer in the office. The Google calendar can
be seen by all of the VTLs from any computer or smartphone. Then we have the
calendar on the website, which is painstakingly filled out manually because as yet the website and
Google calendars can’t “talk” to each other. It's something like having a document in French and a
copy of it in English, hoping that they both say the same thing even while you continue add to each
document separately in its own language! The ideal would be to have one calendar that can be easily
seen by all of our members. We are not only dreaming, but we are searching for the solution.
A year ago, after many months of evaluation, we explored the idea of hiring part-time rabbinical
support to alleviate Rabbi Steve’s crowded calendar. There was considerable discussion of this idea,
some of it quite heated. The financial reality is that our budget is already stretched, even though some
individuals had indicated that they would be willing to make additional donations to subsidize the
effort. One of the reasons that we explored additional rabbinical support was that we believed we had
been gaining members and, after projecting this apparent congregational growth forward a few years,
we estimated that an additional 10 – 15 families would expand Rabbi Steve's workload beyond what
he could reasonably fulfill. However, a thorough analysis of current membership rolls revealed that
we had not been removing families which were no longer signing annual dues commitments (the
forms all members are required to sign at the beginning of each fiscal year). When we looked at the
rolls of current paying families only, the growth trend is actually much flatter.
Thus, both demographics and finances led to the conclusion that even a consultancy intended to
assist us in evaluating our committee work would not be the best use of our limited financial and
human resources.
In place of the consultancy, we will use the documentation which had already been created in
anticipation of the consultancy as the scaffolding for a self-guided analysis of our committee
processes, particularly how we make use of current and and develop new volunteers and leaders. .The
executive committee has recommended that a Leadership Task Force be created with representatives
from the various value teams and should have a balance of board and non-board members. This
group will consider various volunteer and committee models, including our current committee work,
and make recommendations for ways to improve our volunteer base and leadership.
If you are interested in being on this task force, which will be meeting starting in January and
continue for at least 6 months, please notify Rabbi Steve or me. The exact focus of the task force will
be discussed at the November and December board meetings.
Barb
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CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:
• Art and Sue Biagianti, in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sue’s mother, Mildred Rosenberg
• Dick and Deena Epstein, in honor of Leah Kamionkowski's and Selma Gwatkin's milestone
birthdays and in honor of the birth of Alan Binstock's granddaughter
• Elinor Friedman, in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her father, Ben Yosowitz
• Happy Wallach, in honor of Leah Kamionkowski's milestone birthday
• Lynn Liebling, to Rabbi's Discretionary Fund, in appreciation of Rabbi Steve's services at her
mother's passing
• Robyn Novick, in honor of Brian Miller for designing and creating a magnificent sukkah
• Jayne and Dick Jones, in honor of the Gwatkins' granddaughter's wedding
• Ron Kohn, in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his stepmother, Betty Kohn.

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asnat Kelman - mother of Sam Kelman
Betty Kohn - stepmother of Ron Kohn
Barney Lasky - father of Renee Siegel
Mary R. Manny - mother of Meg Manny
Estelle Paul (Esther) - aunt of Shawn Zevit
Renee Pincus - mother in law of Joyce Goldstein
Zelig Resnick - grandfather of Linda Gross

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting
the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year,
in either the secular or Jewish calendar to kelli@kolhalev.net. (Please note: When you submit the
yahrzeit date, select either the secular date or the Hebrew date. You can find a calendar converter at
http://www.hebcal.com/converter/).

BRING YOUR OLD SHOES TO SHUL THROUGH NOV. 15
Kol HaLev is again participating in a Cleveland-wide drive to collect used shoes in
conjunction with the organization Soles4Souls. Shoes in ALL sizes and styles are
being collected! Men's, women's, children's, athletic, running, tennis, dress, sandals,
pumps, heels, work, boots, cleats, dance, flip flops, rain boots, slippers. All used
footwear will be given a second chance at life. Kol HaLev will provide boxes for
collecting shoes at services. (Box donations are welcome!!) Volunteers are also needed
to help transport boxes at end of drive. All donated shoes must be rubber banded together in
pairs. Visit www.soles4souls.org for more info. Questions? Contact Happy Wallach at 216-410-1083
or happyhkw@aol.com.

November 2013
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"THE PEOPLE VS. ABRAHAM" – GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY!
YOU are the jury in this dramatic live mock trial of our beloved patriarch! It's a night of intrigue, humor,
and provocative thought with an all-star cast of Cleveland's legal, religious and civic movers and shakers!
A captivating interfaith dialogue between all three Abrahamic religions! And of course, Continuing Legal
Education credits are available to attorneys. It's also an important fundraiser for Kol HaLev. So please
spread the word; get your tickets today, and bring your friends. (Read more on pages 13-14.)

THE PEOPLE VS. ABRAHAM
Saturday, Nov. 16, 7:30 p.m.

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law Moot Courtroom.
Tickets are available in a range of prices from $30 - $125.
Buy tickets online at www.kolhalev.net/trial
For the prosecution:

For the defense:

Geoffrey S. Mearns, President of Northern Kentucky
Avery Friedman, civil rights attorney, Chief Counsel of
Univ., former Provost of Cleveland State Univ. and
The Fair Housing Council, and CNN legal correspondent.
former Dean of Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Presiding: The Honorable Dan Aaron Polster, U.S. District Judge
The Panelists:
Rabbi Steve Segar, Kol HaLev ●The Rev. Leah C. K. Lewis, Eastview United Church of Christ ● Imam Ramez
Islambouli, Professor of Islamic Studies at Case Western Reserve Univ. and Cleveland State Univ., and President of
the Uqbah Mosque Foundation of Cleveland.
The moderator:
Dan Moulthrop, CEO of The City Club of Cleveland, formerly of Civic Commons and WCPN's The Sound of Ideas.

HESED
We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing, to Molly Berger, who recently
broke her arm. Molly is now home, recovering from surgery. For now, the main support she needs are
small, simple meals. We appreciate all of those who have already signed up to bring meals to Molly. If
you are able to help out with this, but have not yet been in touch, please contact Andy Getz (AndyGetz@
bepure.com), Hesed Monthly Coordinator for November, who will be overseeing meals for Molly.

HESED HIGH HOLY DAYS VOLUNTEER SIGN-UPS
We are so appreciative of the 84 members who filled out Hesed Sign Up cards. We are in the process of
getting all the information on the Lotsa Helping Hands website, which is our primary means of being touch
with the community as Hesed needs arise. It is not too late to sign up!! Please contact Robin Holzman
(robinholzman@gmail.com), if you want to help out in any of the following ways:
•

Meals

•

Childcare

•

Shopping

•

Shiva
•

November 2013

•

Rides

• Send Cards
Monthly Coordinator
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•

Phone Calls

•

Visits
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molly berger, secretary

board report

The Kol HaLev board of trustees met on Oct. 16 at the home of Sue Kisch. After a D'var Torah, the
board approved the September 2013 minutes. After discussion, the Treasurer’s Report, which Pete
Robertson had emailed to board members prior to the meeting, was amended to reflect a lower level of
deficit. Pete clarified that while deficit spending is drawn from reserves set aside from previous years,
this excludes funds designated for specific purposes, such as The Presidents' Fund, which is earmarked
for Torah repair. The board passed a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report with the budget correction.
Halle Barnett gave an overview of progress on the The People vs. Abraham. Sales and sponsorships are
about where they were last year at this time, and some additional small sponsorships are being worked
on. Participants reported that the first trial-related event, the Oct. 13 lecture by Dr. Peter Hass was wellattended and well-received. It drew guests from outside KHL, indicating broader community interest.
Rabbi Steve presented details of the Interfaith Thanksgiving celebration which we are co-sponsoring
with other religious groups at B’nai Jeshurun on Sunday, Nov. 24 from 2-5 p.m. He also informed the
board of the upcoming visit of David Zinner, executive director of Kavod V’Nichum, an organization
which assists non-Orthodox communities in developing their own Hevre Kaddishe (volunteers who ritually prepare the deceased for burial). Zinner will be speaking at several synagogues on the weekend of
the trial, Nov. 16, and then he will attend the trial, as well. For more information about Hevre Kaddisha
or Zinner's visit, see the flyer on page 17 or to talk to Rabbi Steve.
President Barb Truitt volunteered to represent KHL in a plenum phone call on Oct. 16 dedicated to the
election of the officers and directors for the newly-blended organization comprised of the JRF (Jewish
Reconstructionist Federation) and the RRC (Reconstructionist Rabbinical College); a commission to
recommend a new name for this organization; and the Tikkun Olam Commission’s decision to focus on
income inequality in the US in the coming year. The board moved and approved that Barb participate
on our behalf and share an account of our participation in the GCC (Greater Cleveland Congregations)
with the broader Reconstructionist movement.
Barb Truitt notified the board that the executive committee, in light of the financial facts and amount of
volunteer engagement needed for the Trial and for the Year of the Torah, has decided to table the consultancy for the time being. Much work has been done by the committees involved in bringing us to the
point of discussing the organizational consultancy, and she proposes the creation of a new, broad-based
committee, comprised of board members and general members representing different constituencies,
which will begin work on implementating existing recommendations. She hopes that the first meeting
of that new committee will take place in January 2014. (For information on prior discussions of the
consultancy, please see the board report and community meeting report in the October newsletter.)
Rabbi Steve shared plans to participate in The Jewish Federation of Cleveland's Super Sunday Oct. 26.
Federation funds support many of our programs, including our Hagiga and Nesiya youth programs, our
bi-annual Shabbaton, summer camp and Israel-trip scholarships, and more.
The board meeting closed with a mishebeirach prayer for healing for members of our KHL community
who have been ill. The next KHL Board Meeting is Monday, Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m. at the home of Kirby
Date. All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend.
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Scher-Marcus, Spiritual Values Team Leader
(for Molly Berger, Secretary)
November 2013
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COMMITTEE NEWS
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE: FRACKING
The Environmental Sustainability Committee invites you to a meeting about fracking on Saturday,
Nov 2 at 1:30 pm in the Ratner basement. We will discuss several options for future actions regarding
fracking in Ohio, and decide how we want to proceed. Please bring a vegetarian/parve nut-free dish for
a potluck lunch. Questions? Contact Miriam Geronimus at mgeronimus@gmail.com or 734-645-3647.

MEMBERS' HOMES NEEDED FOR SERVICES ON 11/30 & 12/14
On Saturday, Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec. 14, we will not able to hold Shabbat services at the Ratner
School, and the Religious Practices Committee seeks volunteers to host services in their homes. Past
years' experience suggests that both of these services will be smaller in size due to the time of year.
If you are able to host a service in your home on either of these days, please contact Karal Stern at
karals@roadrunner.com or 440-781-3318..

NOVEMBER TORAH STUDY: DISCUSS JACOB'S LADDER
Torah Study will take place on Saturday, Nov. 9, 3:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. at the home of Anna and Sam
Kelman. Anna will lead the discussion of Parshah Vayetze, Genesis 28:10-32-3, a section that includes
the famous Jacob's dream of a Ladder linking Heaven and Earth. Please join us for an in-depth
discussion in an intimate personal setting

ADULT LEARNING PRESENTS "RECONSTRUCTIONISM 101"
Are you new to Kol HaLev or Reconstructionism? Are you finding yourself tongue-tied when
friends and relatives ask you to define Reconstructionism or to compare it to the other major Jewish
movements? Then come to Recon 101 with Rabbi Steve. Examine the core ideas and history of the
Reconstructionist approach to Judaism, and learn about some of the unique aspects of our movement.
This three-session Kol HaLev class on understanding the Reconstructionist movement will be held on
three Sundays -- Nov. 3, Nov. 24, and Dec. 8 -- from 7:30 to 9:00 p.m. at locations to be announced in
the weekly update. All members are welcome. You can come to any of these sessions without attending
the others. For more information contact Rabbi Steve.

THE RETURN OF THE INTERGENERATIONAL LEARNER’S SERVICE
Rabbi Steve will again offer an intergenerational Shabbat learner's service
on the third Shabbat morning service of the month,10-10:30 a.m. Over the
course of the next eight months, we will discuss the overall structure of
the service, take some time each session to delve into some of the specific
language and ideas in selected prayer texts, and focus on learning some of
our most common melodies. These conversations will be most appropriate
for adult Kol HaLev members who are interested in learning more about how the Shabbat morning
service is put together and younger members of Kol HaLev who are at least in third grade. Please
contact Rabbi Steve with any questions.
November 2013
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VALUES TEAMS AT WORK
By Bill Scher-Marcus, Spiritual Team Leader
Editor's Note: This is the first in a series of articles about Kol HaLev's Value
Teams -- what they are, why they exist, and which committee activities and/
or programming falls under the aegis of each value team. In the next several
newsletters, Value Team Leaders will explain the committees grouped under
his or her value team, invite members to participate in programing and
explain volunteer opportunities. The series is inaugurated by by Bill ScherMarcus, the leader of the Spiritual Values Team.
If you attended the community meeting held on Aug. 25 (or read the report of the meeting online or
on page 16 of last month's newsletter), you may been as noticed that more than half the questions posed by
congregants in the question-and-answer segment of the meeting were about the Value Team structure.
Taking this as evidence that the governance structure of Kol HaLev is still not well-understood, we've
hoping to fill the knowledge gap in this series of newsletter column. I, personally, certainly didn't
understand the structure very well until I began to be active on the Religious Practices Committee a number
of years ago.
In short, in 2009, our leadership adopted the Values Team governance structure to streamline our
organization by dividing up the many volunteer committees of Kol HaLev according to the values
manifested by their activities. Before this, some 35+ committees reported directly to the board of trustees,
which made for long, chaotic board meetings. The values teams structure is intended to simplify the
board's work by consolidating the responsibility for support and oversight of several committees under one
specific team leader. If you turn to the Directory on page two of this (and every) newsletter, you will see
a list of the six Value Teams, with corresponding committees listed below each. (This information, along
with a number of documents about our governance structure, is also on our website, under the “Member
Resources” tab.)
The six Values Teams are:
• Welcoming
• Involved

•
•

Spiritual
Participatory

•
•

Learning
Fiscally Sustainable

I currently serve as Leader of Spiritual Value Team, which is comprised of four committees responsible
for promoting, supporting, and overseeing the spiritual aspects of our communal spiritual practices:
• Religious Practices • Holidays • Meditation • Music
The Religious Practices Committee (RPC), which is currently chaired by Karal Stern,. meets 8-10 times
a year. Its members are collectively responsible for ensuring that our Shabbat and holiday services reflect
the unique character of Kol HaLev. This committee discusses matters of policy regarding our communal
practices and standards, addresses concerns raised by members, and also serves as a sounding board for
Rabbi Steve when questions arise that he feels require communal support and input. In the recent past, the
RPC has made decisions about issues like:
• whether to continue to use percussive instruments in all services
continued on page 11
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value teams at work, continued from page 10
•
•

whether to live-stream our community's services on the Internet, and
whether or how to modify b’nai mitzvah standards for children with special needs.

Among the routine roles of the RPC are:
• securing volunteer service leaders and Torah readers
• coordinating Torah discussion leaders
• securing volunteer locations for when Ratner is not available to us and
• working with Rabbi Steve and other committees to coordinate the High Holy Days services.
The Holidays Committee is chaired by Amy Hogg, and its role is evolving, since
the committee had been defunct until Amy stepped forward last year. In her first
year as chair, Amy worked with Robyn Novick, our education director, to organize
and conduct several intergenerational holiday experiences, including Purim and
Sukkot. Since it is newly-reconstituted, this committee needs new members to help
Amy take the committee in new and exciting directions. Do you love the Jewish
Hagim (holidays)? Do you enjoy planning celebrations, coming up with holiday
activities, or leading crafts and games? If this committee is for you, please contact
Amy Hogg to volunteer.
The Meditation Committee is responsible for conducting our monthly Mindful Judaism sessions.
It is co-chaired by Nancy Rubel and Karly Whitaker. Meditations usually take place on the fourth
Wednesday of the month in the evening. Do you want to bring greater meaning into your meditation
practice? Have you never meditated but always felt that you needed a little more serenity in your life? If
so, check the newsletter and website calendars or weekly updates to stay abreast of the next opportunity
to gather with your fellow Kol HaLev members in bringing more peace and positivity into the world.
The Music Committee, chaired by Sue Pelleg and Bruce Jennings, has recently spear-headed two
new initiatives. Working with Rabbi Steve, the Music Committee oversaw the rebirth of our monthly
Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat service as a rocking, rousing welcoming of the Sabbath. Instrumental
accompaniment is provided by member musicians, including Daniel Baxter, Barb Truitt, Nancy
Dudwick, Liz Meacham and others. The other initiative is a new Shiron (songbook), put together by Sue
Weidenbaum, which includes the most frequently-used songs and transliterations (which are otherwise
handed out on a supplemental sheet that then gets recycled or discarded). Newly-printed copies of the
Shiron are now in use in our services! If you play an instrument, sing, or have any other musical talent
or technical ability, please be in touch to see how you can be more engaged in the holy work of making
our services more tuneful and moving.
Serving as the Spiritual Team Leader is a real privilege and pleasure for me. My goal is to support the
committees comprising the Spiritual Value Team, and to support my fellow congregants in ensuring their
spiritual needs are met in our community. Volunteering for Kol HaLev in this capacity has filled a gap
in my life that I could not have done otherwise. If you are not already engaged as a volunteer for KHL
elsewhere, I invite you to join one of the Spiritual Value Team committees and share the joy of being a
vital contributor to the wonderful, spiritual experiences our fellow Kol HaLev members seek.
Kol Tuv (all the best),
Bill
November 2013
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LILA HANFT

THANKSGIVUKKAH
If you've been online at all this month, you can't have missed reading about
Thanksgivukkah -- the newly-minted holiday located at the freak intersection of
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah this Nov. 28.
Last year, Jonathan Mizrahi, a quantum physicist in Albequerque, did the math and
demonstrated (with graphs!) that the coincidence of Hanukkah on the lunar Hebrew
calender and Thanksgiving on the solar Gregorian calendar is so rare that it will not
happen again until the year 79,811 — and then only if the Jewish calendar is not
somehow reset to ensure that Passover remains a springtime holiday. (yes, the Hebrew
calendar is slipping, as this Jewschool post explains, in some detail).
It's all sort of silly, with a Facebook page dedicated to the faux holiday and widelyAmerican Gothukkah is one of 4
publicized foodie celebrations across the country creating Thanksgivukkah menus -images for sale at ModernTribe.com.
pumpkin-filled sufganiot in L.A., latke-encrusted turkey cutlets in San Franciso, and
10% of proceeds go to MAZON: A
Jewish Response to Hunger!
online recipes for kasha with smoked turkey, butternut squash in bourbon (Haaretz),
latkes with cranberry applesauce, Maneschewitz-brined roast turkey, challah-apple
stuffing, and roasted brussels sprouts with pastrami and pickled red onion. (Buzzfeed.com).
The most Thanksgivukkah-est city ever is Boston, where marketing specialist Dana Gitell first coined the term
(if you need proof, just visit thanksgivukkahboston.com); Boston Mayor Thomas Menino has promised to
proclaim Nov. 28 “Thanksgivukkah Day" throughout the city.
New England Jews can claim some interesting parallels between the the Pilgrims who settled their part of the
country and the Maccabees -- both were, after all, activitists willing to risk their lives for religious freedom. Kol
HaLev Education Director Robyn Novick pointed me in the direction of Deanna Mirsky's "The Truth About
Pilgrims and Maccabees," which argues while the Plymouth Pilgrims didn't celebrate Hanukkah, they certainly
knew about the Maccabees because the Pilgrims as dedicated scholars of Hebrew and Judaica. Mirsky asks
us to think beyond turkey and cranberries this Thanksgiving: "Ask 'Mi yemalel?' ('Who can recount the brave
deeds of Israel?'). And answer: 'They could and did at Plymouth.'"
Is there something more serious than humor and hype hiding behind this giddy
explosion of culinary, scholarly and entrepreneurial energy? (Did I mention the kid
who raised money on Kickstarter to produce a turkey-shaped hanukkiah called the
menurkey?)
I'm thinking that there is, if only because the excitement which has bubbled up
spontaneously around a more-or-less random mash-up of Jewish and American cultural
narratives feels real. Joking aside, there's a reason Thanksgivukkah has fueled the
imagination of Jewish America: it's because it expresses our legitimate pleasure in the
good forturne of being a Jew in America, the one place in the Diaspora -- and arguably in the entire Jewish
world -- where, it is relatively safe -- OK, even a blessing! -- to be Jewish.
I'll say it: The U.S. is still one of the best places in the world to be if you're a Jew-- otherwise, we'd all be
lining up on the runway to make aliyah, and we're not. And yet, it's no longer really OK to express this degree
of unambivalent pleasure in being an American Jew. We're all supposed to want to end the diaspora and go
"home" to a place the vast majority of us haven't come from, urged on by an unfortunate trend in the larger
continued on page 13
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hug hasefer: book discussion group
The November book group meeting will be Thursday, Nov. 21, at the home of Selma and Ralph Gwatkin. We
will discuss A Fine Romance: Jewish Songwriters and American Songs by David Lehman. (272
pages, a Kindle version exists) Note: This month we meet on the third Thursday of the month
instead of the fourth, to accommodate Thanksgiving.
A book description from Publishers Weekly: Lehman, poet, anthologist, and critic, melds dreamy
personal reflections with impressive archival excavation for a thorough look at the popular
early-20th-century songwriters and what made their work quintessentially Jewish. Delving into
the iconic hits of Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, the Gershwins, Harold Arlen, Larry Hart, Richard
Rodgers, and Oscar Hammerstein, among selective others, Lehman ponders how these Ashkenazi
Jews, mostly raised speaking Yiddish in New York as cantors' sons, melded their particular wit,
melancholy, and sophistication with the rhythmic richness of African-American music—a blending of blues and
jazz. In their many beloved seminal hits—e.g., Berlin's “Alexander's Ragtime Band” (1911), George Gershwin's
“Rhapsody in Blue” (1923), Rodgers and Hammerstein's “Oh, What a Beautiful Mornin'” (1943)—these sons
(Dorothy Fields being the female lyricist exception) of refugees from anti-Semitic rumblings in Europe were
conducting a passionate romance with America, Lehman maintains.
The author himself grew up in the Inwood section of New York City, under the warm spell of these songs. By
the time he graduated from Stuyvesant High School and attended Columbia, where many of these songwriters
had met, rock and roll was supplanting that old-time magic. Digressive, nostalgic, and deeply moving, Lehman
achieves a fine, lasting tribute to the American songbook. Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved..
The book for December is A Seat At The Table: A Novel of Forbidden Choices by Joshua Halberstam. This book is not widely available at local libraries, so please start early to obtain a copy. The
calendar of books for all of 2013 is listed at the web page shown below.
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group, look at our web
page (http://www.kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to
be added to the group’s email list.
continued from page 12
Jewish world to characterize American Jews as cowards who lack the committment to live as Jews in the place
where it's really tough to be Jewish -- in Israel.
For generations, the de facto meme of Yiddish and Jewish-American song and literature was the celebration of
American as the goldene medina (the golden country, though perhaps it never turned out to be golden in exactly the
way one imagined back in the shtetl). In recent decades, however, songs of the golden streets of America have been
drowned out by a different tune -- the cultural myth of the State of Israel as the only true apotheosis of modern
Jewish life.
I'm not trying to be controversial, really. All I'm suggesting, is that the wildfire popularity of Thanksgivukkah
among American Jews reveals our secret wish to be allowed to be American, to take a break from "Next year
in Jerusalem" and celebrate the the fact that right here, right now -- and for some of us, going back severatl
generations -- the land of the Pilgrims has been pretty good to us.
Your words here! This space can be yours if you'd like to share thoughts about Judaism, Jewish life or Jewish
identity. Just let us know at newsletter@kolhalev.net.
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REPORT
HEALTH CARE REFORM: On Monday, Oct., the State Controlling Board passed Medicaid
expansion as proposed by the governor by a vote of 5-2. This is a historic victory in our struggle to
provide 275,000 Ohioans access to health care. (Read more in the Plain Dealer article by clicking
here.) As you read this, Medicaid expansion opponents have already filed a law suit to challenge the
Controlling Board's decision. (Click here to read the Plain Dealer article.)
GCC can not and will not be deterred. We must continue our campaign to provide Ohioans much
needed health care. We need to continue to sign up thousands of voters to support the legislative
initiative petition to place Medicaid expansion on the 2014 Election ballot to let voters decide. In the
coming days and weeks, you will hear numerous opinions about what the Controlling Board's decision
means. Do not be distracted. Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) has organized since last Fall to
expand Medicaid.
WE co-founded the Northeast Ohio Medicaid Expansion Coalition (NEO-MEC).
WE turned out 1000 members at Olivet Institutional Baptist Church to call on Governor to support
Medicaid expansion.
WE sent over 8,000 letters calling on legislators to pass needed legislation.
WE turned out 300 members with 3 days notice on the front steps of the capitol.
WE canvassed door to door in three cities to call on specific legislators to support.
WE met with numerous legislators.
WE wrote an op-ed in the Plain Dealer.
WE sent over 1250 letters to legislators in 5 days leading up to the Controlling Board's vote.
WE must continue to organize the power that is needed to provide access to 275,000 Ohioans access
to healthcare. Kol HaLev has committed to collecting 270 petition signatures by mid December. There
will be a training and petition gathering event Sunday, Nov. 3, 1-3 p.m., at the home of Karly Whitaker
and Steven Kanner, 1171 Sylvania Rd, Cleveland Hts. Please rsvp to karlywhitaker@yahoo.com.
CRIMINAL JUSTICE: GCC's Gun Violence Taskforce has decided to help implement a national IAF
strategy to pressure gun manufacturers and retailers to adopt a safer, more responsible set of standards
and practices by persuading their biggest customers - the nation's military and police departments - to
demand these higher standards or commit to taking their business elsewhere.
After completing a special training, the team has begun meeting with NE Ohio mayors and police
chiefs to learn more about their purchasing process, solicit suggestions for improving gun safety
and reducing gun violence, and urge cities to sign a pledge not to buy from firearms manufacturers
that don't commit to higher standards. Learn more at: http://metro-iaf.org/sites/default/files/
DoNotStandIdlyByPledge.pdf
EDUCATION: GCC members participated in an action at Case Elementary School in Cleveland
on October 7th. The action focused on demanding that the charter school cease recruiting on school
grounds. A secondary but very important outcome of this action is to educate the parents about their
choices and to demonstrate to the parents and school administration that they are not alone in the fight
to create a better school system that meets the educational needs of its students. The work has just
begun. You can read the Plain Dealer article about the event here:
Updated GCC information available at http://www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/
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COMMUNITY SChOlar-IN-reSIdeNCe WeekeNd

with

daVId
ZINNer
Executive Director of Kavod veNichum
Come and learn about the traditions surrounding the preparation for
Jewish burial and the transformative impact that creating a local Hevra
Kadisha can have on a Jewish community.

FRI

15

NOV

SAT

16

NOV

Friday evening 7:30-10 p.m. at Temple Emanu El
Service and discussion, followed by Oneg*

Our Jewish Life Cycle:
What Death Can Teach Us About Life
4545 Brainard Rd. (at Emery Rd.) Orange Village

Shabbat morning at Park Synagogue Main
Service at 9:00 a.m. — Sermon at approximately 10:30 a.m.

The Spirituality of Life and Death
3300 Mayfield Road, Cleveland Heights,

Lunch and Learn* at Park Synagogue Main,
in the Parlors following service — at approximately 12:15 p.m.

Ethical, Environmental and Financial Issues
in the Burial vs. Cremation Discussion.
$10 per person. RSVP’s required.
To RSVP for the Lunch & Learn, send a check (payable to Park Synagogue) to: Lunch & Learn,
Park Synagogue, 27500 Shaker Blvd., Pepper Pike, OH 44124, or pay online at parksyn.org.
Questions? Contact Rabbi Marcus at symarcus@parksyn.org or (216) 371-2244 x161.

SUN

17

NOV

Sunday morning at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun
following morning minyan.
Breakfast at 9:00 a.m., Shmooz at 9:45 a.m.

The Ritual of Tahara: A Cleansing of our Spiritual Life
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun, 27501 Fairmount Boulevard in Pepper Pike

RSVPs are encouraged but not required for this event and should be
directed to Jean Lettofsky, jll@roadrunner.com or 216-283-1398.
Sunday afternoon 1-3:30 p.m. at the Siegal/Agnon building

Tahara Demonstration: An explanation of the
ritual purification of the body in preparation for burial
26500 Shaker Blvd in Beachwood.

Sunday afternoon 4-5:30 p.m. at the Siegal/Agnon building
Community Presentation

The Power of the Most Private Mitzvah
For more information, please contact Dr. Murray Berkowitz at 216-513-6662 or mjbnick@gmail.com;
or Jean Lettofsky at 216-283-1398 or jll@roadrunner.com.

*dietary laws observed

November 2013

Page 17

Kol HaLev Happenings

Wednesday,
December 4, 2013
The last night of Hanukkah

5:30 - 7:30 pm
The Ratner School
Come celebrate the last night of Hanukkah with
the Kol HaLev community! There will be singing,
dreidel, crafts, lively conversation & friends.
Bring your favorite instrument to play, your
family’s hanukkiah for our communal lighting
and a parve/dairy dish to serve 10-12 people.
Please NO NUTS

A-E Salad/Side Dish; F-L Latkes
M-Q Dessert
R-Z Main Dish
Questions? Contact Robyn (robyn@kolhalev.net)
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CALENDAR
Shabbat Service, at the Ratner Chapel, preceded by Torah
discussion at 9:30 a.m.; Toledot; Service and discussion leader:
Rabbi Steve; Kiddush co-sponsored by Halle and Benjamin
Barnett and by Richard Litwin and Kirby Date
9:15 a.m.
Philosophical Inquiry for 5th-7th grade Hagiga students.
Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt
Hagiga
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot
Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114
Environmental Sustainability Committee meeting
1:30-2:30 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 3
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
1:00-2:30 p.m.
GCC Medicaid Petitioning Training and Canvasing at the
home of Karly Whitaker (more information on page 14)
7:30-9:00 p.m.
Recon 101 at the home of Sue and Eric Kisch (see page 9).
Fri., Nov. 8
6:00-8;00 p.m.
Zorim (K-2) families Shabbat Dinner Potluck at the home
of Chris Antenucci and Mike Raddock. RSVP by 11/4 to Chris
Antenucci at 216-767-0304 or cantenucci@metrohealth.org with
number of people attending and what you plan to bring. Please
bring a dairy or parve dish to serve 6-8 people. No nuts, please!
Sat., Nov. 9
10:30 a.m.
Member-Led Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel (the Torah
discussion will take place within the service); Vayetze; service
and discussion leaders: Larry Solomon. Kiddush co-sponsored
by Mimi Plevin-Foust and Gloria Plevin
3:00-5:00 p.m.
Torah Study at the home of Anna and Sam Kelman (see page 9)
Sun., Nov. 10
10:00 a.m.-5:00 Rabbi DovBer Pinson Meditation Retreat at the JCC. Free for
p.m.
Kol HaLev members, but registration is required - http://www.
hamakomcleveland.org/
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
Mon. Nov. 11
7:30 p.m.
Board Meeting at the home of Kirby Date. All Kol HaLev
members are welcome to attend.
Deadline for the December issue of Kol HaLev Happenings.
Fri., Nov. 15
6:45-9:00 p.m.
Women's Shabbat Dinner at the home of Leah Kamionkowski.
RSVP to Leah@bepure.com.
Community Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with David
Fri., Nov. 15- Sun. Nov. 17
Zinner, Exec. Dir. of Kavod veNichum. Full details on page 17
Sat. Nov. 16
10:30 a.m.
Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:30am. at
Ratner Chapel; Vayishlach: Discussion leader: Art Biagianti;
Service leaders: Bruce Fallick and Rabbi Steve; Kiddush
sponsored by Karal Stern.
Sat. Nov. 2
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CALENDAR
Sat. Nov. 16,
continued

Sun. Nov. 17

Philosophical Inquiry for 5th-7th grade Hagiga students.
Light breakfast will be provided; please be prompt
10-10:30 a.m.
Intergenerational Learner’s Service (for more information, see
page 9)
Hagiga
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about
a half an hour. Babysitting is available before and after Tot
Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114
7:30 -11:00 p.m. The People vs. Abraham. Complete info on page 7 and pages
15-16. Buy tickets online at http://www.kolhalev.net/trial.
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
9:15 a.m.

10:30-12:00 p.m

Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School

tba.

No'ar Chadash teen program, tba. For information, contact
Zachary Pekarsky at zpekarsk@oberlin.edu
Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on Lee Rd.

Mon. Nov. 18

8:30-9:30 a.m.

Thurs. Nov. 21

7:30 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 22

Sat. Nov. 23
Sun., Nov. 24

Hug HaSefer Book Group at the home of Selma and Ralph
Gwatkin. More information on page 13
6:00-8:30 p.m.
Kabbalat Shabbat led by Rabbi Steve and member musicians.
Kiddush sponsored by Brian and Jean Miller in honor of her
birthday and their 25th wedding anniversary. Followed by
Community Potluck Shabbat Dinner. Please bring a dish that is
vegetarian/dairy or parve, feeds 8-10 people and DOES NOT
CONTAIN NUTS. A-H: main dish, I-P: salads/side dishes Q-Z:
dessert or drink. In keeping with our goal of becoming a more
sustainable community, we encourage members to bring their
own reusable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck
10:30
Musical Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel led by Rabbi Steve;
Vayeshev: Kiddush sponsored by David and Peggy Sugerman
10:00-11:30 a.m. Nesiya: Aleph/Bet at the Ratner School
10:30-12:00 p.m. Nesiya: Gimmel at the Ratner School
7:30-9:00 p.m.

Recon 101. Location tba. (More information on page 9).

Thur., Nov. 28

Thanksgivukkah (Thanksgiving + 1st night of Hanukkah). More on page 12.

Sat., Nov. 30

10:30-12:30

Creative Thanksgiving-themed Service in member's home tba
(Ratner's closed for the weekend); Miketz; Service leader: Rabbi
Steve. Kiddush sponsored by Sue and Art Biagianti

Save the date
Wed., Dec. 4

5:30-7:30 p.m.

Intergenerational Hanukkah Party (last night of Hanukkah),
See flyer on page 18.

The newsletter calendar is accurate to the best of our knowledge at the time of publication. For the
most current information, check Kol HaLev’s website calendar and the Thursday Weekly Update email.
Special thanks to Peggy Kitilla for her help with this month's newsletter calendar!
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist
Jewish Congregation, is an egalitarian,
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ovember 2013 spiritual community.
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net
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