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COUNTING DOWN TO THE HIGH HOLY DAYS
I don’t recall what brought me near
the bima last year on Kol Nidre
when our soloist, Irwin Weinberger,
invited the congregation to sing
along with him, but I remember the
looks on people’s faces—thrilled!
Maybe not everyone, but a lot of
people really wanted a change to

sing Kol Nidre. (I think we’re onto
something -- we could become
known as the sing-along Kol Nidre
shul, like some churches do with
Handel’s Messiah; we’d have standing room only . . . )
We’re doing it again this year, with
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soloist Jane Logsdon. If you want to
practice up, check out classic performance on Youtube:
Jan Peerce. Richard Tucker.
Moyshe Oysher. This ensemble performance (anyone know who they
are?) is terrific. Who’s sings your
favorite Kol Nidre? Send me a link
and I’ll add it to my collection.
~Lila Hanft

WE STILL NEED. . .
1. SHOFAR BLOWERS
2. LOBBY SCHMOOZERS

RABBI AMY EILBERG

3. SERVICE READERS

“Arguing for the Sake of Heaven:
The Spiritual Path of Constructive
Conflict in our Families, Our
Community and Our Society.”

4. NAMETAG SORTERS

Rabbi Amy Eilberg, who blends ancient Jewish sacred text on peacebuilding with contemporary conflict theory, will be Kol HaLev’s
scholar-in-residence during S’lichot weekend, leading sessions open to
the public on Saturday, September 1.
9:30 a.m. Rabbi Eilberg
will teach the Torah
study before Shabbat
Morning Service.

1:30 p.m. (following
kiddush). Rabbi Eilberg
will facilitate a Lunch
and Learn.

8:oo p.m. Rabbi Eilberg
will lead a study
session at the S’lichot
Service.

Rabbi Eilberg, the first woman ordained as a Conservative rabbi by the
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, is currently coordinator of Jewish
engagement for Faith in Action Bay Area, a multi-faith, multi-racial social
justice organization in the San Francisco area and a senior faculty member
at the Musar Institute. She is the author of From Enemy to Friend: Jewish
Wisdom and the Pursuit of Peace.
Rabbi Eilberg’s visit to Kol HaLev is made possible through a generous
gift in memory of the late Dr. Maureen Hack, a longtime member of the
community and noted professor of neonatology who died in 2015, by her
nieces and nephews.

5. SCHLEPPERS
6. HALL WALKERS
7. CHILDREN SHUSHERS
8. GUEST WELCOMERS
Actual job descriptions— and how
to sign up for them— are on page 7.
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

“CONSTRUCTIVE CONFLICT”: WHAT IS IT, EXACTLY?

Why has it been the focus of much of our recent adult education offerings?
It may seem to some of us that Kol HaLev has recently been obsessed with something called “constructive
conflict.” First, I attended a workshop for rabbis on constructive conflict -- a way to for individuals and
communities to discuss disagreements with respect and authentic desire for the common good. Last spring Adult
Education committee chair Alan Federman and I co-led a six session mini-course that becane with some of the
Jewish underpinnings of this idea and taught some of the skills involved. This mini-course in turn, has resulted in
a monthly group that has begun meeting to learn about these principles of constructive conflict and to practice the
skills associated with them.
And, now, this weekend, we are hosting our first scholar-in-residence, Rabbi Amy Eilberg who, as part of the
Pardes Center for Judaism and Conflict Resolution, part of the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, helped pioneer
the constructive conflict approach we’ve been learning. You may be wondering why we’re chosen to focus on the
constructive conflict approach for this, our first scholar-in-residence visit using the funds donated for that purpose
by the nieces and nephews of Maureen Hack of blessed memory. I do feel that there are several good answers to
that question that I will endeavor to share in this short article, but I would welcome further conversation about any
of this for those who remain confused or uncertain about this issue.
The first, and perhaps most obvious answer, is simply that over the past 25-30 years, our society as a whole has in
many ways begun to gain appreciation for the important role that healthy conflict resolution can play in both our
personal and professional lives. School age kids being trained as peer mediators and the proliferation of mediation
as a popular alternative to litigation in a legal context are just two of many examples of this process gaining
strength and recognition across our culture.
Against this back drop, it isn’t surprising that subsets of our culture, such as the Jewish community, would also
begin to show interest in this approach. But, in the Jewish context, there’s actually much more than simply
influence from the broader culture at work. It turns out that conflict resolution and transformation has quite a long
history in our tradition, going back at least as far as the earliest layers of rabbinic teaching some 2,000 years ago.
This can be seen in the veneration that was given to Moses’ brother Aaron, who came to be seen as the model of
someone who lived as a “pursuer of peace” or “rodef Shalom” in Hebrew. And the famous sage Hillel was another
lauded example of a Jewish leader who embodied the capacity and commitment to resolve conflicts between
people in a way that protected the honor and integrity of all parties. There is also the notion that peace sits at the
top of hierarchy of Jewish values.
In addition to all of this, some recent scholarship has uncovered the fact that very many of the medieval Jewish
communities in Europe and the Middle East actually created an official “pursuer of peace” position and employed
a member of the community in that role. Some of these Jewish mediators got so good at what they did that gained
international reputations and were summoned to come to faraway cities in order to help resolve particularly thorny
conflicts. One thing that’s clear from our own country’s experience over the past couple of years is that these
skills are needed now more than ever, and religious communities seem to me like both obvious and ideal places
to continue the process of strengthening our capacity to live together, and to leverage our diverse perspectives for
growth and insight rather than gridlock and resentment.
Ken yehi ratzon! May it be so!
Rabbi Steve
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HESED
We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Allen Binstock and July Lipston;
Anita Cohn; Lila Hanft; Jayne Jones; Ron Kohn; Ami Kopstein; Frank Maris; Chip May; Pam Millas;
Pauline Raymond; and Eda Weiss. We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you
know of would like to be included on this list.
Thanks to Molly Berger who was the August Monthly Coordinator. During the month, members provided meals
rides and sent cards.
If you wish to participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or if you know of anyone who may need the support of our committee, please contact Rabbi Steve or Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) and Martha
Schubert (marthaschubert@mac.com), Hesed Co-chairs.

PARTICIPATE IN ACTS OF LOVING KINDNESS IN THE NEW YEAR
From the very earliest days of our community, when
we were known as the Reconstructionist Havurah of
Cleveland, one of the central dimensions of practice
that we embraced, was a resolve to be supportive of
one another as we each negotiated challenging times
and celebrated times of joy.
This felt like a powerful countercultural stance at a time when the
broader society was moving in the
opposite direction, becoming more
individualistically focused, with people
moving ever more deeply into their own silos
and reducing their active connections to others not in
their closest social circles. Our choice to emphasize
this idea of mutual support did not come out of thin
air, but was a value that came directly from ancient
layers of Jewish tradition, that is captured in the
Hebrew phrase, g’milut hasadim, or acts of loving
kindness.

This year, having just celebrated our 25th
anniversary, it feels to me more important than ever
that we continue to put this value at the center of who
we aspire to be collectively.
In my mind, our commitment to care for one
another, to help fellow members in times of
pain or struggle, even, and perhaps especially,
if they do not fall into the category of being a
friend, serves as the foundation of everything
else we aim to accomplish together. In this
season of reflection, as we attempt to gain a larger
perspective on our lives, I encourage each of us to
consider making a commitment for the coming year
to being involved in some way in this aspect of our
community.
~Rabbi Steve

As we prepare for the High Holy Days, we present to you the opportunity to make a commitment to participate in the Kol HaLev Hesed Committee’s acts of loving kindness within our community in the coming year.
Hesed supports Kol HaLev members with inclusion in Misheberach prayers, occasional meals delivered to
members’ homes, rides, cards, phone calls, shiva assistance, visits and service as monthly coordinators.
Join us in offering acts of loving kindness that acknowledge times of joy and challenge in each other’s lives.
Sign up at LotsofHelpingHands.
Wishing you L’Shana Tovah
Robin Holzman
Martha Schubert
216-371-5238
216-214-4791
Hesed Committee Co-Chairs
September 2018
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HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The September meeting is Thursday, September 27, at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. We will discuss Waking
Lions by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen. (352 pages, a Kindle version is available). This book was a co-winner of the Jewish
Quarterly Wingate Prize in 2017.
A preview from Amazon: Neurosurgeon Eitan Green has the perfect life – married to a beautiful
police officer and father of two young boys. Then, speeding along a deserted moonlit road after an
exhausting hospital shift, he hits someone. Seeing that the man, an African migrant, is beyond help,
he flees the scene.
When the victim’s widow knocks at Eitan’s door the next day, holding his wallet and divulging
that she knows what happened, Eitan discovers that her price for silence is not money. It is
something else entirely, something that will shatter Eitan’s safe existence and take him into a
world of secrets and lies he could never have anticipated.
Waking Lions is a gripping, suspenseful, and morally devastating drama of guilt and survival, shame and
desire from a remarkable young author on the rise.
The book for October is When Memory Comes by Saul Friedländer.
All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including
a calendar of our readings for the year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin (KJW@
oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Charles William Baum-Grandfather of Heidi Gorovitz Robertson
Miriam Esther Moldveen Geronimus – Grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
Joseph Mirow – Father of Deena Epstein
Cila Kopstein – Mother of Ami Kopstein
Charles Goldhirsh – Grandfather of Judi Dash
Ida Golden – Grandmother of Nancy Hecht
Solomon Epstein – Grandfather of Barry Epstein
Virginia Geronimus – Great aunt of Miriam Geronimus
Bernard Stern – Father of Karal Stern
Jim Molyneaux – Father-in-law of Judi Dash

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of the
deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to deb@kolhalev.net.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:
•
•
•
•

Anna Kelman in memory of Sam Kelman
Daniel Klein and Nancy Rubel in commemoration the yahrzeit of Nancy’s father, Herbert Rubel
Richard Litwin and Kirby Date in commemoration the yahrzeit of Kirby’s father, John Date
Julio & Aurelia Pelsmajer in memory of J. Rodriguez, Dora Pelsmajer and Bonis Pelsmajer

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just because.
You can donate by check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at http://kolhalev.net/
giving_opportunities.
September 2018
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COUNT DOWN TO THE HIGH HOLY DAYS, continued from page 1
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RPC Stage Crew
Shomrim (Safety Core)
Only hearts stout and true have what it takes
to be on the RPC Stage Crew! No, seriously, if
you can help set up and break down the ark and
move High Holy Day prayer books, I need your
help. Please contact Bruce at Brucefallick@
gmail.com or 440-318-1035.

Greeters, Welcome Table
Volunteers, Name Taggers
Head over to ttps://goo.gl/9Ztuhy to sign up!
• Greeters -Should be able to stand for an hour
or more, open doors and be welcoming and
attentive to all.
• Welcome table --sit at the welcome tables,
help members and guests find nametags and
anything else they need. Should be organized
and willing to follow a written list of tasks.
• Nametag team--help incoming find their
name tags and keep the tag boxes organized
during times of heavy traffic
• Board members--are needed to man the
Walk-in table!

Service Readers
Service readers come up to the bima during a
High Holy Day service to read an English selection. If you’d like to do a reading during our Rosh
Hashanah or Yom Kippur service, contact Barb
Epstein at Barbara@epfamily.com.

September 2018
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Some of us (you know who you are) NEED to
take a break during a long High Holy Days service. You don’t have to make an excuse about
getting some water -- sign up for a a half hour
shift as a shomer, and walking the circle of teh
building, helping ensure everything is safe and
orderly during High Holy Days activities. (You
need to be willing to use your cell phone to call
911 in case of emergency.) Put your restlessness
to good use. Sign up at https://goo.gl/6Q3FGc for
a shift or two.

NOT VOLUNTARY! ALL MEMBERS
bring finger food to ONE kiddush!
To minimize kitchen time, all members contribute
to ONE High Holy Day Kiddush a plate of readyto-serve finger foods (dessert, fruit, veggies).
Bring something for kiddush after Erev Rosh Hashanah, Rosh Hashanah Day 1 or Rosh Hashanah
Day 2.

Shofar Blowers
We are looking to recruit a few more Shofar
blowers, mostly for the morning service on the
first or second day of Rosh Hashanah. If you
are interested in learning more about this role,
please contact Religious Practices Committee
chair, Bruce Fallick at Brucefallick@gmail.com
or 440-318-1035.

Kol HaLev Happenings

HIGH HOLY DAYS 2018 AT-A-GLANCE
Sun., Aug. 19

7:30 p.m.

Elul Study Session I

Details coming in the Weekly Update

Sun. Aug. 26

7:30 p.m.

Elul Study Session II

Details coming in the Weekly Update

MON., AUG. 27

DEADLINE FOR HIGH HOLY DAYS REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT
9:30-10:30

Torah Study

1:30-2:30

Lunch and Learn

8:00 p.m.

S’lichot service and study
session

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend: Rabbi Amy Eilberg
will lead Torah Study, a Lunch and Learn, and
S’lichot, the special prayer service and study session which marks the formal beginning of the High
Holy Days period.

Sun., Sept. 2

2:00 p.m.

Intergenerational Apple Picking

Eddy’s Fruit Farm

Sun., Sept. 9

8:00 p.m.

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Ratner School. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah, Day 1

Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Children’s Programming

Age-appropriate children’s programming. Children
will be invited to join in the adult Shofar Service
around noon

11:00 a.m.

Tot/Parent Programming

For families with children in preschool and younger

1:00 p.m.

Community “Potluck-Plus”
Luncheon

Registration, potluck contribution and payment
required. The meal begins after the service

3:30 p.m.

Tashlich

At Shaker Lakes. Maps available at services

Tue., Sept., 11

9:30 a.m.

Rosh Hashanah, Day 2

Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

Fri., Sept. 18

7:00 p.m.

Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur)

Ratner School. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Shacharit

Ratner School. Doors open at 9:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

Children’s Programming

Age-appropriate children’s programming.

11:00 a.m.

Tot/Parent Programming

For families with children in preschool and younger

12:45–1:30 p.m.

Avodah Service

Share brief inspirational experiences that point
towards meaning and hope in life.

1:45 –2:30 p.m.

Meditation

Mindful Jewish Practice

2:45-3:30 p.m.

Social Justice Talk

The speaker will be Pastor John Lentz of Forest Hill
Presbyterian Church, one of the few Onio churches
currently providing sanctuary for a refugee family.

3:45– 4:45 p.m.

Torah Study

5:00–5:45 p.m.

Yizkor

Communal mourning of loved ones. anti-Semitic
violence and all hatred-driven deaths

5:45-6:00 p.m.

Ark ceremony

A brief opportunity for individuals, couples or small
groups to approach the ark to speak or reflect on
words of truth and open-heartedness

6:00– 7:00 p.m.

Neilah

The final service of Yom Kippur and of the High
Holy Days more generally.

after Neilah

Break-the-Fast meal

Optional break-the-fast meals in members’ homes.

10:00 a.m.

Sukkah building

Outside the Ratner School

4:00 p.m.

Hagigah kickoff

In the Sukkah

5:30 p.m.

Intergenerational Sukkot
Hop & Dinner

Ratner School

Mon., Sept. 24

10:30 a.m.

Sukkot Service

Ratner School

Mon., Oct. 1

10:30 a.m.

Shemini Atzeret service

Ratner School

6:45 p.m.

Simchat Torah Service

Ratner School

Sat., Sept. 1

Mon., Sept. 10

Wed., Sept. 19

Sun., Sept. 23

September 2018
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CALENDAR

Sat., Sept 1

9:30-10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Torah Study. Leader: Rabbi Amy Eilberg, Visiting scholar.
Shabbat Service at Ratner. Kee Tavo; Service Leader:Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Dan and Anne Barach

1:15-2:25 p.m.
8:00-10:00 p.m.

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Amy Eilberg

10:00 a.m.-noon

Conversation with Rabbi Amy Eilberg on Constructive Conflict within
our community culture at North Building of Sherri Park Apartments,
2111 Acacia Park Dr., Lyndhurst
Intergenerational Apple Picking at Eddy’s Fruit Farm, 12079 Caves Rd,
Chesterland.
Executive Committee Meeting

Sun., Sept. 2

1:00-3:00 p.m.

Wed., Sept. 5

7:30-9:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Sat., Sept. 8
Sun., Sept. 9

8:00 p.m.
7:30-8:30 a.m.

Mon., Sept. 10

Tue., Sept. 11
Sat., Sept. 15
Tue., Sept. 18

Wed., Sept. 19

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
10:30
11:00
1:00-2:00 p.m.

Selichot Service at Ratner Chapel; Service Leaders: Rabbi Steve and
Rabbi Amy Eilberg

Board Meeting. Check your weekly update for the location. All members are welcome
Member Led Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel; Parasha: Nitzavim;
Service Leaders: Sue Pelleg and David Conn; a Torah discussionwill
take place within service; Kiddush Sponsors: Bruce and Catherine Fallick.
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service at Ratner
Rosh Hodesh Walking Meditation at Horseshoe Lake, Shaker Heights.
More information at https://roshchodeshcleveland.wordpress.com/
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 at Ratner
Children’s Programming
Tot/Parent Programming
Rosh Hashanah Community “Potluck-Plus” Luncheon

3:30-4:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Tashlich
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 at Ratner
Torah Discussion in Ratner Library. Leader: Adina Davidson
Shabbat Service at Ratner. Vayelekh; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsor: Anna Kelman

7:00 p.m.

Kol Nidre (Erev Yom Kippur) at Ratner

9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Yom Kippur Shacharit at Ratner

10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:45–1:30 p.m

Children's Programming
Tot/Parent Programming
Avodah Service. Share brief inspirational experiences that point towards meaning and hope in life.
Meditaton -- Mindful Jewish Practice
Social Justice Talk. The speaker will be Pastor John Lentz of Forest
Hill Presbyterian Church, one of the few Onio churches currently
providing sanctuary for a refugee family.
Yizkor. Communal mourning of loved ones. anti-Semitic violence and all
hatred-driven deaths

1:45 –2:30 p.m.
2:45-3:30 p.m.
5:00–5:45 p.m.

September 2018
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CALENDAR
5:45-6:00 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 19

Sat., Sept. 22

6:00– 7:00 p.m.
aftr Neilah
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

10:00-11:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 24 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Thu., Sept. 27 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 29 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Sun., Sept. 23

Sun., Sept. 30

10:00 a.m.-noon

Sun., Sept. 30

2:30-5:00 p.m.
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.

Mon., Oct. 1

Ark ceremony. A brief opportunity for individuals, couples or small
groups to approach the ark to speak or reflect on words of truth and
open-heartedness
Neilah. The final service of Yom Kippur and of the High Holy Days more
generally
Break-the-Fast meal. Optional Break-the-fast meal in members’ homes
Musical Shabbat Service at Ratner Chapel; Ha'Azinu; Service Leader:
Rabbi Steve. A Torah discussion will take place within the service. Kiddush
Sponsors: Judy Harris and Alan Lipson
Sukkah Building at Ratner School
Hagigah kickoff in the Sukkah
Intergeneratonal Sukkot Hop and Dinner
Sukkot Morning Service at Ratner School
Book Club at the home of Anna Kelman
Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: Leah Kamionkowski and Selma Gwatkin in honor of their
85th birthdays
Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland
Heights
Youth Group Event at Escape Hunt, 21639 Miles Rd., #5, Cleveland
Shmini Atzeret Morning Service at Ratner School
Simchat Torah at Ratner

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER CALENDAR

We make every effort to ensure that the newsletter calendar is accurate and up-to-date at the time of publication.
Events can change, so please check the calendar on our website to be sure you have the most recent information.
Calendar corrections may be sent to calendar@kolhalev.net

ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.
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