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2ND DR. MAUREEN HACK SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE WEEKEND, MAR. 21-22, WITH
RABBI JACOB STAUB, PHD, RECONSTRUCTIONIST RABBINICAL COLLEGE
by Rabbi Steve Segar
One of the most familiar phrases
from our tradition, repeated many
times in the aftermath of a loss is,
“May his or her memory be for a
blessing.” There is so much wisdom,
I think, in this prayer. It offers a
sense of hope that one day our loss
might be mitigated by the remembered presence in our lives of those
we’ve lost. The phrase suggests a
future in which, when we remember our loved ones, our loss will be
tempered by an awakened sense of
the many ways that they continue
to enrich our lives. They may have
passed on to us particular skills, left
us with valuable insights or modeled

a specific way of interacting with
the world. We may find we’ve come
to embrace certain music or food
that are deeply emblematic of who
Kol HaLev’s

Scholar-in-Residence
Weekend

with
Rabbi Jacob Staub, Ph.D.

Saturday & Sunday
March 21 & 22
2 days, 3 topics, 4 sessions
see flyer on page 12

SHuSHAN WARS

PURIM PARTY MON. MARCH 9 6:45 P.M.

HAMANTASCHEN, COSTUMES, THE WHOLE MEGILLA
FULL-SIZE FLYER ON PAGE 14

they were. Sometimes, blessings
can come in the
form of financial
resources that our
loved ones have
gifted to members
of their own family or in the wider
community.

Dr. Maureen Hack z”l

We in the Kol Halev community
were fortunate to have received
just this kind of blessing from the
nieces and nephews of our dear late
member, Dr. Maureen Hack. When
Maureen passed away in 2015, her
family members felt that one fitting
way of memorializing her would be
to create a financial resource that we
could use to bring in a scholar-inresidence on an annual basis, since,
as a member of the Jewish community, Maureen’s greatest passion was
in the arena of study and discussion.
We first used these funds 18 months
ago to offer a weekend with Rabbi
Amy Eilberg, which was focused on
the theme of constructive conflict
at the interpersonal, communal and
societal levels. I’m pleased to share
that our next weekend scholar will
be joining us in just about two
continued on page 3
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Lay Service Leader Coordinator: Arthur Lieberman
Service Co-Leader Coordinator: Barbara Epstein
Mindful Jewish Meditation Coordinators:
Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
Rosh Hodesh Meditation Leader: Kirby Date
Holidays Committee Chair: Amy Hogg

COMMUNICATIONS
Newsletter Editor: Lila Hanft
Weekly Update Editor: Robin Holzman
Calendar Team: Bettse Bruich, Art Biagianti, Lila Hanft
Website Coordinators: Brian Miller, Lila Hanft,
Benjamin Barnett & Halle Barnett
Proofreader: David Roberts

COMMUNITY LIFE
Membership Committee Chair: Maureen Dinner
Women’s Group Chair: Happy Wallach
Kiddush Coordinators: Audrey Warner & open
Hesed Committee Chairs:
Molly Berger & Erica Steinweg
Shiva Coordinator: David Shutkin
High Holy Days Coordinators:
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SOCIAL JUSTICE
Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) Core Team:
Allen Binstock, Mimi Plevin-Foust, & Rabbi Steve
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RABBI STEVE segar

RABBINIC CORNER

Later Saturday evening, we will gather
with Rabbi Staub at 7:30 p.m at the
party room in the Sherri Park apartments (building A), for a communal
Havdalah ceremony and an evening of
conversation about the persistent and
surprising diversity of Jewish religious
and spiritual life across the centuries.

weeks! We will be hosting Rabbi
Jacob Staub, Ph. D. who is a longtime member of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College faculty in
Philadelphia, and active leader in
our movement nationally.

While Rabbi Staub’s core area of
expertise is in Medieval Jewish His“We sometimes make the mistake of
tory and Philosophy, he is deeply
assuming that before the modern era,
knowledgeable in many other areas,
the Jewish people was homogeneous.”
including contemporary Jewish
Rabbi Staub explains. “ I will look at
Rabbi Jacob Taub, Ph.D..
spiritual practice. He is also the cothe rise of Karaism in the tenth century,
author of the book, Exploring Judaism, which is used
the mutual excommunications between philosophers
within our Kol HaLev community, and widely across
and anti-philosophers in the thirteenth century and the
the movement, as an accessible and compelling introseventeenth-century messianic movement of Shabbatai
duction to Reconstructionist thought and practice.
Zevi.” These historical conflicts can shed light on issues current Judaism, he says: “ Once we acknowledge
Over the course of the weekend, Rabbi Staub will be
the diversity of our ancestors, we can become less apspeaking on three topics.
prehensive about our controversies today.”
Topic 1: Creating a Personal Relationship with a
Non-Personal God. (Sat, March 20, 10 a.m. and
1:15) at the Ratner School:

Topic 3: Workshop on Reconstructing Judaism’s
Evolve project, .(Sun., Mar, 21 10 a.m.) at the Sherri
Park party room.

On Saturday, March 20, Rabbi Staub will be doing a
two-part teaching during the day on Shabbat on the topic, “Creating a Personal Relationship with a Non-Personal God.” First, he’ll give a short teaching during our
Torah service that morning (Reminder: Services start
at 10:00 a.m. Also scheduled that morning: the simcha
of a baby-naming for Shira Richter, infant daughter of
Matt and Elana.)

Join us for a light breakfast and a workshop presented
by Rabbi Staub on the newest initiative coming out of
the national Reconstructionist movement. It’s called
Evolve, and its a new resource on the national website,
where scholars and lay members have the chance to
dialogue about the most critical, cutting edge issues in
contemporary Jewish life.

I am personally very excited for
After kiddush, around 1:15 p.m.,
the opportunity for our community
Rabbi Taub will then lead a more
to learn with Rabbi Staub, as he
• Sat. Mar 20, 10 a.m. and 1:15
in-depth exploration of the topic,
was,
along with our own founding
p.m. Creating a Personal Relationwhich asks the question: “If I don’t
Rabbi Jeffrey Schein, Rabbi David
ship with a Non-Personal God.
believe in a God who is a Person
Teutsch, and Rabbi Nancy Fuchs
with human emotions and who has
Kramer, among my most impactful
• Sat. Mar. 20, 7:30 p.m.
human-like feelings towards me,
teachers when I myself was a stuDiversity in Jewish History
how can I build a relationship with
dent at the Rabbinical College in
• Sun., Mar. 21, 10 a.m. Evolve
such a non-personal God?” The
the early 1990s. I enthusiastically
Flyer on page 12
discussion, says Rabbi Taub “will
encourage all of you to try and
explore the approach of the Jewish
make at least one of these sessions.
philosopher Maimonides which we
We are deeply grateful to the family
will translate into our own idiom.”
of Dr. Maureen Hack for making this weekend possible
and for providing such a meaningful way of remaining
Topic 2: Diversity in Jewish History (Sat., Mar, 20 7:30
connected with the many blessings of Maureen’s life.
p.m.) at the Sherri Park Apartments party room.
~Rabbi Steve
Threee sessions:
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HESED
We send wishes for a refuah shleyma, a complete and speedy healing to Anita Cohn, Ralph Gwatkin,
Selma Gwatkin, Ron Kohn, Liz Meacham, Mattuck Meacham, and Pauline Raymond. Please let us know if
you or another Kol HaLev member you know would like to be included on this list.
Many thanks to Linda Sylte and Catherine Fallick who served as Monthly Coordinators during February. During
the month, members made check-in phone calls, sent cards, and provided comfort and meals during a shiva observance. As always, thank you to David Shutkin, our Shiva coordinator, for supporting families during their period
of mourning.

HESED HELPERS
Hesed co-chairs, Molly Berger and Erica Steinweg, continue to recruit
Hesed Helpers, volunteers who provide members with support in times of
need. Hesed Helpers provide meals and rides, make check-in phone calls,
send cards, and offer child care on an emergency basis. There are no committee meetings and Hesed Helpers volunteer at their own convenience. If you
have received an email from Erica or Molly with the return address beginning with
[Lotsa], please check to see if you have completed your registration for the website, Lotsa Helping Hands.
We are in particular need for members who would like to serve as monthly coordinators. Monthly
coordinators solicit and organize support for Kol Halev members and generally serve one month per
year. Contact to members is made easy through our use of the Lotsa Helping Hands website that enables us to email lists of Hesed Helpers who have signed on for the tasks of their choosing. The work is
not difficult and it is extremely meaningful in helping us to fulfill our aspiration to be a truly caring and
supportive community. Please contact Erica or Molly is you are interested in being a Monthly Coordinator.
If you wish to participate in the Hesed committee’s work, or if you know of anyone who may need Hesed
support, please contact Rabbi Steve, Molly Berger (mollyberger@sbcglobal.net), or Erica Steinweg
(ericales77@gmail.com).

CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:
•
•
•

Deena & Dick Epstein in memory of Fred Chenin’s, Mark Davidson’s and Greg Selker’s mothers
Alan Lipson & Judy Harris in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Judy’s father, Sol Fink
Mark & Adina Davidson to Kol HaLev with gratitude for all the love & support during Shiva for Mark’s
mother
Margy Weinberg in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Margy’s father, Herman D. Gordon
Allen Binstock in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Allen’s father, Henry Binstock

•
•
•
Donations to Kol HaLev can be made in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or
just because. You can donate by check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at
http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportunities.

MARCH 2020
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HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
There is no book club meeting in February; we will meet next on Thursday, March 26, at the
Anne Adamson. We will discuss The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish. (576 pages, a Kindle
version is available)

home of

An introduction: Set in London of the 1660s and of the early twenty-first century, The Weight of
Ink is the interwoven tale of two women of remarkable intellect: Ester Velasquez, an emigrant
from Amsterdam who is permitted to scribe for a blind rabbi, just before the plague hits the
city; and Helen Watt, an ailing historian with a love of Jewish history.
When Helen is summoned by a former student to view a cache of newly discovered
seventeenth-century Jewish documents, she enlists the help of Aaron Levy, an American
graduate student as impatient as he is charming, and embarks on one last project: to determine
the identity of the documents’ scribe, the elusive “Aleph.”
Electrifying and ambitious, The Weight of Ink is about women separated by centuries—and the choices and sacrifices
they must make in order to reconcile the life of the heart and mind.
Here is our calendar for the rest of the year:
• April 23, Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and Love, Dani Shapiro
• May 21, Unterzakhn, Leila Corman
• June 25, The Mighty and the Almighty: Reflections on America, God, and World Affairs, Madeleine Albright
• July 23, My Michael, Amos Oz
• August 27, The Hare with Amber Eyes: A Hidden Inheritance, Edmund de Waal
• October 22, The Sisters Weiss: A Novel, Naomi Ragen
• November 19, If All the Seas Were Ink: A Memoir, Ilana Kurshan
• December 17, On Division, Goldie Goldbloom
Note that the meetings in May, November and December are on the THIRD Thursdays.
All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including
a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

CONTRIBUTIONS
ADULT
ED; THREE SESSIONS ON HESCHEL’S THE PROPHETS

. Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:
When The Prophets, by Abraham Joshua Heschel, was published in 1962, Martin Luther King
and
other leaders
of the
civil rights
movement
it around withmother,
them forElinor
inspiration.
In it,
Barbara
& Barry
Epstein
in memory
of Bethcarried
Friedman-Romell’s
Friedman
Heschel
Aureliawrites:
& Julio Pelsmajer in memory of Beth Friedman-Romell’s mother, Elinor Friedman
Sue & Art Biagianti in commemoration of the yarhrzeit of Sue’s father. Alfred Rosenberg
Prophecy is the voice that God has lent to the silent agony, a voice to the plundered
Toby Trevis in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Toby’s mother, Betty Bass
poor, to the profane riches of the world. It is a form of living, a crossing point of God
Judy Harris& Alan Lipson in memory of Mark Davidson’s mother, Janet Davidson
and man. God is raging in the prophet’s words.
Sylvia & Roger Kramer & Family in honor of Bonnie Miller Ladd (Thank you for your recent kindness)
Barbara
& Barry
Epstein
in memory
MarkonDavidson’s
& Greg
Selker’s
Our
next adult
education
offering
will beofa Fred
threeChenin’s,
session class
The Prophets,
led by
Rabbimothers
Barry Starr, who was a student of Heschel’s while attending the Jewish Theological Seminary.
Maketoahis
donation
to KolRabbi
HaLev
in honor
of a simcha,
in memoryNY,
of aMinneapolis,
loved one, in MN
commemoration
a yahrzeit,
Prior
retirement,
Starr
held pulpits
in Binghamton,
and Sharon,of
MA.
He is an
or
just
because.
You
can
donate
by
check
or
online;
follow
the
directions
at
http://kolhalev.net/giving_opportuniengaging and dynamic speaker.
ties. NOTE: Please let us know if your donation is in commemoration of a yahrzeit, in memory or in honor of a
particular
person,
if that person
relative,
please
their
to you.
The
class will
beginand
on Sunday
Marchis8aand
continue
on indicate
March 15
andrelationship
29, from 7:309:00 p.m. Location: Stone
Gardens meeting room, 27090 Cedar Rd. in Beachwood. RSVP to Alan Federman at alanf7010@gmail.com.
Kol HaLev Happenings
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1000 GCC MEMBERS, 29 FROM KOL HALEV, JOIN GCC ACTION
by Allen Binstock, GCC Core Team

In my last few newsletter updates, I talked about GCC being in the midst of a major reawakening. Well, at its first
major rally in several years held on February 27 at Olivet Baptist Church, GCC proved that it is fully awake. On
that night over 1000 members of GCC affiliated congregations and guests, including a large delegation from Kol
HaLev, shook the room with applause for speakers promoting the renewed GCC agenda for action.
Despite severe snow squalls on the day of the event, some 29 Kol
HaLev members and guests took their assigned seats in the Olivet
balcony for the rally. That is the largest delegation from Kol HaLev
for any event at Olivet. (We have had more Kol HaLev people show
up at other GCC events that were closer to home and held in much
better weather conditions). Those who came enjoyed an uplifting
event that featured music by the Olivet choir, speeches from GCC
leaders and public figures, and testimonies from two mothers about
how the mental health crisis centers we seek to establish would have
made such a major difference in their sons’ experience with the
criminal justice system.
Kol Halev member Dick Jones is visible in the front
pew, far right

Although the main focus of the event was GCC’s campaign to
establish mental health crisis centers in Cuyahoga County, the
program also included speeches concerning GCC’s gun control campaign and its own “Strengthening our Power”
campaign. Mayor John Cranley of Cincinnati spoke about his support for the ongoing “Do Not Stand Idly By”
campaign being conducted by GCC’s parent organization, the Industrial Areas Foundation. This nationwide
campaign aims to gain acceptance for a transition to safe gun technology that can greatly reduce gun violence.
Mayor Cranley is one of a number of big city mayors around the country who have contributed $10,000 to the
campaign. During his speech, the Mayor praised Kol HaLev member Donna Weinberger for her leadership in this
effort.
Also during the program, Rev. Ronald Maxwell of Affinity
Missionary Baptist Church talked about GCC’s Strengthening
our Power campaign noting that we are growing by bringing new
congregations into the fold. Rev. Maxwell conducted a vote by which
two new congregations were inducted to GCC membership during the
rally. These included Lee Road Baptist Church, a church that Rabbi
Steve and myself visited last summer on a recruiting mission.
After those present watched a short video about GCC’s campaign
for the mental health crisis centers, Donna Weinberger introduced
a “Roadmap” for our vision of what these new mental health crisis
centers should look like. Key to the vision is our desire to have these
facilities be pre-booking and offsite from any jail facility. It is also
critical that the centers be effectively operated and provide a fullservice approach including a sobering unit, a stabilization unit for the
mentally ill and capacity for quick law enforcement drop-off. The
roadmap was presented for a vote by Rev. Jawanza Colvin of Olivet
and those assembled unanimously approved it.
The most moving moment of the evening came when two mothers offered testimony supporting the need for the
mental health crisis centers. Mrs. Anita Arrington-Bey recounted how her son died in the County Jail several years
continued from page 7
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continued from page 6
ago after he was arrested during a mental health crisis. She noted that he had been denied his meds while in the jail
and that the outcome would surely have been better if he had been taken to a mental health crisis center. Cantor
Laurel Barr described how a crisis center would have benefitted her son, a white, middle-class suburban Jew
who suffered from severe addiction problems. He also spent time in jail rather than getting the treatment a mental
health crisis center might have afforded. These speeches touched every heart in the room and energized the crowd
to redouble our efforts to get the centers up and running.
The Assembly also heard speeches from County
Prosecutor O’Malley, former Chief Judge Russo and
current Common Pleas Chief Judge Sheehan. Bill
Mason, special representative for County Executive
Armond Budish also spoke of his support for the
concept of the crisis centers. A major surprise was
delivered by MetroHealth Hospital CEO Akram
Boutros who delighted the crowd by announcing that
MetroHealth planned to donate a million dollars to
get the centers up and running. He received a standing
ovation.
The view from Kol HaLev’s seats in the balcony of Olivet Baptist Church

The Olivet Rally proved that GCC is back in a big
way. Not only do we have the power to turn out a thousand people on a cold and snowy winter night, but we also
demand and receive the respect of political and community leaders in the County. One of our Kol HaLev members
was so moved by the event that he sent a donation to GCC. Our various campaigns continue and in upcoming
editions of this newsletter, I will keep you informed about what is going on and what action you can take to
support GCC.

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

George Smith, Barbara Truitt’s father
Lee Brooker, Ernie Logsdon, Jane Arnoff Logsdon and all of Kol HaLev’s friend
Fred Bass,Toby Trevis’ brother
Della London Gorovitz, Heidi Gorovitz Robertson’s paternal grandmother
Harold Edward May, Chip May’s father
Kenneth Harris, Ellen Harris’ son
Joan Freilich, Joel Freilich’s mother
Aaron Kopstein, Glenda Kupersmith’s father in law
Simon Krakow, Louise Freilich’s father
Herman Weinberger, Irwin Weinberger’s father
Carl Cohen, Margaret Cohen’s brother
Israel Chasin, Abraham Chasin’s father
Henry Binstock, Allen Binstock’s father
Harry Litwin, Richard Litwin’s father
Deborah Susan Raddock, Mike Raddock’s mother
Beatrice Davis. Barbara Weber’s mother
Mollie Schwartz Hochman, Chip May’s maternal grandmother

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to office@kolhalev.net.
MARCH 2020
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NEW MEMBER PROFILES
STEVE AND NANCY BASS DISCOVERED RECONSTRUCTIONISM AND THEN US
by Ellen Harris

For many years, Clevelanders Steve
and Nancy Bass say, “We were like
Jews in the Exodus, wandering and
searching for a place [a congregation]where we really belong.”
Their path to Kol HaLev began
when they heard a Reconstructionist
rabbi speak during a visit to Chautauqua. From there they turned to
Google, of course, to find a Reconstructionist group near home.
And the couple have been very happy with their choice. Steve points
out, “we decided to hang out with
people of similar views.”
They find the diversity and heterogeneous nature of the congrega-

tion “very winning” and appreciate
knowing, for example, that everyone
is invited to Kiddush gatherings
without necessarily attending Shabbat services. They hope to immerse
ourselves in the community, especially in the areas of social action
and alternative services.
Steve is an “almost retired” infectious disease physician at the Cleveland Clinic who enjoys playing
pop music on the piano. Nancy is a
speech pathologist who directed the
Headstart program for the Cleveland
Hearing and Speech Center for 12
years and is now a longtime realtor
specializing in first-time home buyers and physicians who are relocating to Cleveland.

Steve and Nancy Bass

The couple is passionate about hiking in Northeast Ohio and traveling. They recently visited friends in
India and this spring embarked on a
trip around the Cape of Good Horn.

SUZY AND HARVEY WOLFE RETURN TO KOL HALEV FOR PART OF THE YEAR
by Ellen Harris

you may recall Harvey’s wonderful
performance of Kol Nidre during
the High Holy Days).

Fifteen years ago, Suzy and Harvey
Wolfe decided to retire and live part
of the year in Arizona. But they still
retain close ties to Kol Halev, rejoining last fall to attend High Holiday services in Cleveland.
They are hardly strangers to the
congregation, attending Reconstructionist services back when Rabbi
Jeffrey Schein was leading the
group and subsequently becoming
members of the Havurah.
“But there is no Reconstructionist
group in Tucson, and we feel comfortable with Rabbi Steve Segar. In
fact, he is the main reason for our
association,” says Harvey.
The couple returns to periodically
to visit with their family, including
an adult grandson who lives in their
former house in Cleveland Heights.
MARCH 2020

Harvey and Suzy Wolfe

Harvey is a cellist who played with
the Cleveland Orchestra for many
years, performing in Carnegie Hall
over 100 times and touring with the
symphony throughout the United
States, Europe and Asia. He now
plays chamber music and occasionally performs. (If you’ve been a
member of Kol HaLev long enough.
Page 8

For his 85th birthday last year, he
and other musicians from the University of Arizona, Arizona Opera,
and Tuscon Symphony performed
in a benefit concert for Literacy
Connects, an organization that promotes creative expression and reading for all ages.
They are planning another benefit
this spring. Harvey also teaches
classical music through the local
Brandeis University chapter. “Suzy
and I have several friends here
who are former Clevelanders. We
do very much enjoy our life in the
Southwest,” he adds.
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEEKING MEMBERS FOR KOL HALEV BOARD SERVICE
Do you have skills, passion, and time to share, to help guide Kol HaLev? Our Nominating Committee is beginning
their work securing candidates for board positions for the upcoming fiscal year, and invites nominations from the
membership.
Available positions (beginning June 2020): Treasurer (two-year term), Secretary (two-year term), and Presidentelect (one year of being mentored, followed by a two-year term as Co-President). We are looking for members who
would enjoy guiding policy decision-making as well as working on the specific tasks expected of each role that
support and serve the community. Some positions require certain skills; mentoring is available.
To nominate yourself (or another member who may be well-suited and interested) for consideration for Kol HaLev
board service, please email or call Halle Barnett at acornbaum@aol.com or 216-291-4313 (after 10 a.m.).
(If you’re not quite ready to serve, but open to a conversation about future leadership opportunities, we want to
hear from you, too!)

DEADLINE FOR ROTHSCHILD & SONS TICKETS MARCH 17
Join Kol HaLev members at an in-concert musical performance of Rothschild & Sons, presented by The Musical
Theater Project on April 21 at 7:00 p.m. at Fairmount Temple. Kol HaLev members will have reserved seats at a
reduced price of $30 (regular price $38) for this true story from the pages of world history: How Mayer Rothschild
and his five sons break out of the Frankfurt ghetto and create a financial dynasty that exists to this day. A special
session following the performance will include Hal Linden, who appeared in the original 1970 play on Broadway,
and is widely known as television’s Barney Miller.
Music for Rothschild & Sons was written by Jerry Bock and Sheldon Harnick, who also composed the score for
Fiddler on the Roof. This production is a revision of the original show and has been produced in both New York
and London. The Cleveland performance is in collaboration with Kent State University’s Musical Theater Program.
To join us, please send an email to Deena Epstein by March 17. Payment for the tickets are due on April 3 and
should be made out to Deena and sent to her home address.

PASSOVER SEDER MATCHING WILL SOON BE UNDERWAY
Pesach is fast approaching and the membership committee has once again coordinating matches between members
who will extra places at their seder table, and those in need of a seder to join.
If you would like to be matched, please contact membership committee chair Maureen Dinner and indicate
whether you are willing to host some people or if you are looking for a seder to go to. Hosts, please specify how
many people you can accommodate, which night your seder is, and whether you are able to accommodate children.
Guests, please let Maureen know how many people you need places for, which night you prefer and and any dietary restrictions you may have.
MARCH 2020
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TU B’SHEVAT SEDER CO-CREATED WITH NEW KOL HALEV GROUP, ETZ CHAIM
by Margy Weinberg
This year, for Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees, Kol HaLev’s annual seder was
co-created by a new Kol HaLev group: Etz Chaim-Tree of Life. About 35 adults and
children enjoyed tasting of fruits, singing tree-praising songs and reading poems and
learning about the many benefits of trees in their role of healing the earth.
There were hands-on activities focused on identifying the many items in our lives
which come from trees and charades showing interactions between animals and
trees. In addition to a bountiful potluck, members enjoyed decorating a tree in gratitude for all it provides us, including the cleansing of the air we breathe and the lowering of stress and our risk of disease.
Etz Chaim will be offering Kol HaLev members the opportunity to become involved
with planting and caring for trees this spring and fall 2020. To participate, please fill
out and return the form below to Margy.
more Tu B’Shvat pictures on page 11

Etz Chaim - Tree of Life

Tree Project at Kol HaLev

Etz Chaim is a new group of tree enthusiasts at Kol HaLev. We come together in our common love for trees &
deeply felt need to care for our fragile Earth. Our goal is to create a tree culture at KHL:
Plant trees in the Cleveland area
Coordinate our efforts with other conservation activities in Greater Cleveland
Care for trees by properly watering, mulching, and pruning
Learn and teach about the fascinating world of trees and how they benefit the Earth
Study how trees are an integral part of Judaism and Israel
Etz Chaim is supported by Heights Tree People to plant, care for and educate about trees.
Please check off any area(s) you would like to participate with Etz Chaim and return form:
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Plant trees (no knowledge/experience necessary)
Water young trees
Co-organize a tree planting event
Co-create ceremonies/rituals for tree planting events
Co-organize educational events about trees
Creation of publicity with graphics
▢ Photograph tree
Co-create KHL Tu B’shvat Celebration planting
events
❏ Co-create a Community Orchard
Name___________________________ Email_________________________ Phone________________
For further information, please contact Margy Weinberg at margy.weinberg@gmail.com or 216-255-0556
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WOMEN’S GROUP ENJOYS GLORIA PLEVIN’S ART AND ESSAYS
By Happy Wallach
At the Kol HaLev Women’s Brunch at Maureen Dinner’s on March 1, we were so fortunate
to enjoy Gloria Plevin and a slideshow presentation of her artwork, as featured in her recently published book, Gloria Plevin - Art and Essays.
Throughout her five-decade career, Gloria has utilized numerous media, including oils, acrylics,
pastels, water colors, several types of prints, and drawings. In portraits, still-lifes, botanicals, family scenes, and impressive landscapes, she uses her power of observation and artistic skill to capture a moment in time and to celebrate life around us. She allows us to look at our surroundings in
a new way, and then to reflect on what we are now encountering.

Gloria uses her power of
observation and artistic
skill to capture a moment in time and to celebrate life around us.

There are charming short essays in the book which offer insights into her thinking
about art, nature, family, and city and country life. Two of my favorite passages are
“Memory is an elusive friend, intruding into the present uncalled for, surprising me
with the familiarity of long ago” (p. 121) and “As an artist, I had to find my own way.
It doesn’t matter if it is exactly right, it just has to be convincing.” (p. 99) After studying the 106 renditions, I marvel that many them were presented via media that allowed
for absolutely no room for error--the watercolor of the thistle has every part of the plant
perfectly in place; the shadows from the porch slats are absolutely straight!

Gloria’s book is available at the Cleveland Art Museum gift shop and Amazon.com. She donated proceeds from sales of the
book at the brunch to Kol HaLev. Gloria believes in living with joy. Her essays and art allow us to do the same.

HAGIGA STUDENTS MAKE TU B’SHVAT TREATS
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MARCH 21-22, 2020
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RABBI JACOB STAUB, PH.D.
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, Professor of Jewish
Philosophy and Spirituality; Director, Jewish Spiritual
Direction Program; Director, eVolve: Groundbreaking
Conversations; Sadie Gottesman and Arlene Gottesman
Reff Professor of Gender and Judaism.

TWO DAYS; THREE TOPICS; FOUR SESSIONS
TOPIC 1 — “Building a Personal Relationship With a Non-Personal God.” If I don’t believe in a God who has human emotions and human-like feelings towards me, how can
I build a relationship with such a non-personal God? We will explore the approach of
the Jewish philosopher Maimonides and will translate it into our own idiom.
TOPIC 2 — “Diversity and Heresy in Jewish History.” We sometimes make the
mistake of assuming that before the modern era, the Jewish people was homogeneous. We’ll look at the rise of Karaism in the 10th century, the excommunications
of philosophers and anti-philosophers in the 13th century and the 17th-century
messianic movement of Shabbatai Zevi, Acknowledging the diversity of our ancestors, may ease apprehensions about our controversies today,
TOPIC 3 — Rabbi Staub will present a workshop on eVolve, a new online initiative from Reconstructing Judaism, in which scholars and lay members have the
chance to dialogue about the most critical, cutting edge issues in contemporary
Jewish life.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SAT., MARCH 21
SUN., MARCH 22
Topic 1 Relationship
Topic 2 Diversity and Topic 3 eVolve: cuttingwith non-personal God
heresy in Judaism
edge conversations
The Ratner School
Sherri Park Apartments, building A, party room
10 a.m. During services
7:30 p.m. Havdalah
1O a.m. light breakfast
1: 15 p.m. Afternoon
& evening conversation
& workshop
session

MARCH 2020
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Have you made your pledge to
the Kol HaLev Annual Campaign?

It’s not too late!

We build this together

At Kol HaLev, collaboration drives everything: our relationships,
our learning, our celebrations. Our connectedness to one another
is sustained because each of us contributes to the whole.

A key way to help sustain our vibrant community
is to provide financial support.
Thanks to prompt response to our annual fundraising campaign,
we’ve raised over $17,000 so far! Yet we’re far from our goal of $60,000.
Membership dues cover only 60% of our expenses. Each year,
your generous donations bridge the gap between dues & expenses.

We give from the heart
Please make a gift that reflects how Kol HaLev enriches
your life, and our community.

More info at kol halev.net/give

February 2020

MARCH 2020
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Any size gift
is welcome!
Payments on pledges
not due ‘til 6/30/20
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Kol HaLev Happenings

tHE foRcE iS STVoOG witH THiS oNE.

march 9

kol HaLev's Intergenerational

Erev Purim party
NOTE
CORRECTED
START TIME!

6:45 P.M

MARCH 2020

6:45 pm ratner dessert potluck
Purim Shpiel at 6:45, followed by dessert potluck.
Potluck assignments:
A-L Dessert, Snack or Hamantaschen M-Z Drinks
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PO

CALENDAR
10 a.m.

Sun. Mar. 8

1:30--2:30 p.m.
7:30-9:00 p.m.

Mon., Mar. 9
Sat.. Mar. 14

Sun., Mar. 15

Nesiya
Home dedication for Anita Cohn, The Weils, 16095 Chillicothe Rd,
Room243, Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
Adult Ed: First of 3 Sessions on Abraham Joshua Heschel’s The Prophets. More information on page 5

6:45 p.m.-10:00 p.m.

Erev Purim Intergenerational Party. See flyer on page 14.

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Shabbat Service at the Ratner School. iKi Tisa; Service Leader: Jane
Kaufman; Torah Discussion within the service led by Happy Wallach
Kiddush host: Molly Berger. Safety Corps volunteers needed. Click here
to sign up

10:00 a.m.

Nesiya

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Youth Group Escape Room. Contact Robyn at robyn@kolhalev.net for
more information.

7:30-9:00 p.m.
.

Adult Ed: Second of 3 Sessions on Abraham Joshua Heschel’s The
Prophets. More information on page 5

Deadline for the April Newsletter
Mon., Mar. 16

7:30-9:00 p.m.

Tue. Mar. 17
Saturday, March 21- Sunday, March 22

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Sat. Mar. 21

10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:15 p.m.

1:15-2:15 p.m.

Board meeting at the home of Celia Jennings. All members welcome.
See Weekly Update for Agenda
Deadline to RSVP for play Rothschild & Sons. More information on
pages 9
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Rabbi Jacob Staub, Ph.D, from
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical Collage. See story on page 1 and flyer
on page 12
Shabbat morning service at the Ratner School Vayakhel-Pikudei;
Special guest: Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Jacob Staub, Ph.D. Service
will include a naming ceremony for Shira Richter, daughter of Elana
and Matt Richter; Service leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush host: Elana
and Matt Richter. Safety Corps volunteer needed. Please note 10 a.m.
start time.
Hagiga
Philosophical Inquiry
CANCELLED: No Mindful Jewish Practice this week..
Adult Ed session with Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Jacob Staub at the
Ratner School . Topic: “Building a Personal Relationship With a NonPersonal God.” If I don’t believe in a God who has human emotions and
human-like feelings towards me, how can I build a relationship with
such a non-personal God? We will explore the approach of the Jewish
philosopher Maimonides and will translate it into our own idiom. See
story on page 1 and flyer on page 12

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Reconstructionist Jewish Community. Please
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or content for upcoming
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.
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CALENDAR

Sat. Mar. 21

7:30-9:00 p.m.

Sun., Mar. 22

10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.
Thu. Mar. 26

7:30-8:30 a.m.

Fri., Mar. 27

6:00-7:30 p.m.

Sat., Mar. 28

Sun. Mar. 29

Nesiya.
Rosh Chodesh Nisan Walking Meditation. Meet at the Shaker Nature
Center. Contact Kirby Date for more information. For more information
on past and upcoming walks, see the blog at https://roshchodeshcleveland.wordpress.com/.
Kabbalat Shabbat at Ratner. Kiddush Host: Happy Wallach Please
bring a vegetarian/dairy or pareve dish which serves 8-10 people and
CONTAINS NO NUTS. We encourage members to bring their own reusable plates, cups, utensils and napkins. Assignments: A-H - Appetizer or
Salad; I-P - Dessert; or Drink Q-Z – Main Dish. Safety Corps volunteer
needed.

9:30-10:30 a.m.

Mindful Jewish Practice

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Musical Shabbat Service at the Ratner School. Shemot. Service leader:
Rabbi Steve. Kiddush host: Fred & Marsha Chenin Safety Corps volunteer needed.

1:15-1:45 p.m.

Singing Group

6:00-8:00 p.m.

Magshimim Havdalah

10:00 a.m.

Nesiya

10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

7:30-9:00 p.m.

MARCH 2020

Havdalah service and Adult Ed session with Scholar-in-Residence
Rabbi Jacob Staub at Sherri Park Apartments, Building A party room.
TOPIC 2 — “Diversity and Heresy in Jewish History.” We sometimes
make the mistake of assuming that before the modern era, the Jewish
people was homogeneous. We’ll look at the rise of Karaism in the 10th
century, the excommunications of philosophers and anti-philosophers
in the 13th century and the 17th-century messianic movement of
Shabbatai Zevi, Acknowledging the diversity of our ancestors, may ease
apprehensions about our controversies today, See story on page 1 and
flyer on page 12
Light breakfast and workshop with Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi Jacob
Staub at Sherri Park Apartments, Building A party room. TOPIC 3 —
Rabbi Staub will present a workshop on eVolve, a new online initiative
from Reconstructing Judaism, in which scholars and lay members have
the chance to dialogue about the most critical, cutting edge issues in
contemporary Jewish life. See story on page 1 and flyer on page 12

Learn Musical Leadership for Shabbat Services Take on the cantorial role for a service. Rabbi Steve is offering a session on how to lead
services for those who may be interested in the cantorial (singing) role
of Shabbat morning services. Please RSVP Connie Friedman at conniesfriedman@gmail.com if you are interested in attending this session.
Adult Ed: Third of three sessions on Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s,
The Prophets. More information on page 5
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