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Images from the
Sarajevo Haggadah
(ca. 1350)
The oldest Sephardic
Haggadah, the Sarajevo
Haggadah was
produced in Barcelona,
Spain. Its pages are
stained with wine,
evidence that it was
used in Seders.

creative seder discussions
By Judy harris
Q. What stays the same for millennium but changes all the time?
A. The seder
This, possibly the most celebrated of Jewish rituals, retains
its traditional foundation yet invites constant renovation and
revising. Our family seder – including teenagers and adults but
no little children -- features a different discussion topic every
year. Topics for some of our liveliest discussions include:
The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere
Actually the topic was “What if the Exodus never happened?”
But we started by having people read the poem about Paul
Revere’s epic ride that never happened in the way it is
recounted. Reading the poem in the middle of the seder, without
any prior explanation got everyone’s attention and opened the
way for a great discussion on stories, myths, the importance or
unimportance of the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
continued on page 4

Planning for
Passover
We want to make sure all Kol
HaLev members have a place
at a seder. So if your answer to
either of the questions below
is “yes,” please call the Kol
HaLev office (216-320-1498)
or e-mail judy@kolhalev.net.
1. Do you have room at your
first or second seder for a guest
or two or more? Which night
and for how many?
2. Would you like to join others
for a seder either as a guest or
as a co-planner? Which night
and how many of you?
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

another “new american haggadah” of note
The celebration of the Passover seder is among the most widely observed rituals in Jewish life, often
drawing in members of the Jewish community who do not connect with Jewish practice in any other
way.
One reason for the seder’s popularity may be the festive emphasis on the gathering of family and
community and the opportunity to sit down together around a table filled with symbolic and (mostly)
tasty foods. In addition, the seder provides a rare opportunity to have an extended conversation about
a theme -- one drawn from among many possibilities -- from the story of the Exodus, or from the
Haggadah (the “telling”), that complex textual weaving that serves as the liturgy of the seder,
But the attraction of the Passover seder is more than a festive meal, good company, and good
conversation. Its profound elasticity of meaning is an important feature of seder’s popularity, one
which is reflected through the literally thousands of different versions of the Haggadah that have
been published over the course of the past millennium. All this textual reframing may be, as some
claim, obsessive, but it is also key evidence that our culture remains engaged and alive.
The text of the Haggadah was one of the first liturgical projects that Mordecai Kaplan got involved
with in the early 1940s as he and his students were laying the foundations for what would eventually
turn into the Reconstructionist Movement. And it was this publishing initiative that earned Kaplan
and his crew some of the most strident criticism from the traditional Jewish world, as well as some
of the most vocal appreciation from its more liberal corners. One of the “radical” changes they
introduced into the Haggadah was the inclusion of the actual Biblical chapters that described the
story of the Exodus from Egypt which are not included in the traditional version of the text.
While new haggadot are published each year, this year there is one which
I think is particularly intriguing put together by celebrated authors Nathan
Englander and Jonathan Safran Foer. These two literary artists, both of whom
have wrestled publicly (in essays, novels, and short stories) with the meaning
of Jewish identity, have joined forces and invited a number of other unlikely
Jewish liturgists (such as the author who writes under the pen name Lemony
Snicket) to add their commentaries and insights into this text.
It is probably only an intriguing coincidence that Englander and Foer have
titles their work The New American Haggadah, which is the exact title Kaplan
gave to the Haggadah he published in 1941. I imagine, however, that Rabbi
Kaplan would be happy to share his title with these authors who bring together
impeccable western intellectual credentials and a deep connection to and
understanding of Jewish tradition.
Regardless of which Haggadah you find yourself using this year at the Passover seder, I hope that it
is one that will help everyone present enter once again into the sacred story of our people’s birth and
continued on page 4
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Mon.,
Wed., Thu. and Fri. mornings. Contact him at 216-320-1498 or rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a
meeting time.
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Was Pharoh Evil?
The discussion started with many definitions of
evil, quotes I researched from sources as varied as
the dictionary, St. Thomas Aquinas, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Maimonides, and President George W.
Bush. It helped the discussion that many attending the
seder were lawyers and one defends clients in federal
death penalty cases. His observations concerning evil
were especially interesting.
Make Your Own Midrash
This one I had to announce before the seder so people
could think about it in advance. I provided some
background on the creation of midrashim and then
asked people to select from one of three parts of the
Pesach story and prepare a brief midrash to share. The
topics were 1) We are told that Pharaoh’s daughter
left Egypt with the Israelites. What was she thinking,
feeling, saying or doing after she crossed the Red Sea
and saw the waters drowning the Egyptians? 2) What
was the reaction of the midwives Shifra and Puah to
the tenth plague, the killing of the Egyptian firstborn?
3) Retell one aspect of the Exodus from Aaron’s
perspective.
Develop Your Own Four Questions
Another topic where people had to have some advance
warning – what’s for dinner and when do we eat were
not allowed. The questions had to focus on the seder
or the Exodus. The whole theme of this seder was
questions and questioning.
Which part of the story is the most important?
Everyone has a different idea of exactly what event
should be considered the beginning of the Exodus
story. There are even more opinions as to what event
is the most important in the context of the story itself
and what is the most important event in the context of
modern life.
Now, it is getting very close to Pesach and I don’t have
a discussion topic lined up. Anyone have a suggestion?

Illustrations from the Rothschild Haggadah,
ca. 1450. Copied by a scribe named Yehuda.
Illuminated in the workshop of) the famous
scribe-illuminator Joel b. Simeon. Italy.
Until 1939 it belonged to the Rothschild
family, but during World War II it was looted
by the Nazis and disappeared. After the war,
the Haggadah was acquired by Yale alumnus,
Dr. Fred Towsley Murphy who bequeathed
it to the Yale University Library in 1948.
In 1980 it was identified as a Rothschild
manuscript and returned to its former owners
who donated it to the National Library of
Israel where it is now preserved.

mechirat hametz
Are you interested in selling your hametz?
One of the long-standing traditions associated
with Passover observance is a profound effort to
clear out from one’s home any kind of leavened
foods, called ‘hametz” in Hebrew.
As a safeguard against accidentally possessing
any hametz during the holiday, a tradition
developed of selling off these food items to a
member of the non-Jewish community for the
duration of the holiday and then buying them
back after it’s over.
If there are any members of Kol HaLev who
would like to participate in this tradition, Rabbi
Steve will be setting up a process whereby he
can be appointed as your representative and sell
your hametz on your behalf. Please email him at
rabbisteve@kolhalev.net by Sunday, April 1 if
you would like to be included in this process.

Rabbinic Corner, continued from page 3
to engage the age-old conversation that explores the nature of slavery and freedom and inspires us to
pursue the possibility of redemption.
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Photos: Brian Miller
Robyn Novick

Purim players on
parade
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HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

robyn novick

I am so excited to share with you another first at Hagiga! On Sunday, April
29th, the Bonim (3rd-5th grade) and Magshimim (6th-8th grade) will both
have a day retreat at Camp Wise with the theme of Hillel’s saying:

hagiga gallery
Afikomen craft project.

Im ain ani li, mi li? If I am not for myself who will be for me?
If I am only for myself, what am I? And if not now, when?
This is a continuation of the work that the groups have been doing at Hagiga
in their unit on Tikkun Olam, Repairing the World.
If you have read my articles recently, you know how proud I am that Hagiga
is an experiential educational program. The field of informal or experiential
education, what one would experience in retreat camp, youth group or a
peer trip, has gained prominence in recent years. It is now understood that
experiential education has less to do with the setting than with the process
by which information is shared:
Informal education is not a structure or a place; it is a way of
looking at the world and the educational process. Informal
education sees education as similar to life and it posits that we
can intentionally utilize life patterns to affect people’s Jewishness.
Informal education requires certain professional skills which can
be learned, indicating that a good training program should be
established. Informal education involves active participation in real
life situations, and creating opportunities for people to do what they
learn. – Zvi Beckerman and Barry Chazan
The day at Camp Wise will allow for building community through new
experiences and 6 hours of educational contact – which is more than we
have during an entire month at Hagiga. The groups will have some joint
programming at times and separate tracks at other times. This will allow
the individual groups to solidify, while still building new relationships. The
program will highlight the unique attributes of Camp Wise, in particular
the ropes course and hiking trails. Of course there will be lots of time for
socializing and a tasty nosh.
We hope that all Bonim and Magshimim will be able to participate in this
extension of Hagiga and that they will enjoy this enriching experience,
which engages body, mind and spirit. I can’t wait to share all about the
retreat! (Registration form on page 8.)
Kol Tuv,
Robyn
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hagiga gallery
Photos by Leah Gilbert

The Bonim
dipped into
the chocolate
on their
field trip to
Pretzalicious.
Photos by
Robin Shell

Hagiga Limmud 2012
April 2012
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Kol HaLev Bonim & Magshimim Retreat
on April 29, 2012 at Camp Wise

Friendship, Community and Tikkun Olam
Come have fun with your
Kol HaLev friends
at our Camp Wise
day long retreat.
Friends, ropes course, hike,
great food and more!
• Meet at the Ratner School
at 10:00 a.m.
• Return to Ratner School for
pick-up at 4:00 p.m.

Please return registration form
and check for $10.00, made
payable to Kol HaLev to:
Robyn Novick
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. #215
University Hts., OH 44118

Cost is $10.00 per student
(includes lunch and snacks)
REGISTRATION IS DUE
by April 5, 2012

QUESTIONS? email
Robyn@kolhalev.net,
or call 216-320-1498

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges the Retreat Institute (RI) of the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland (JECC) for financial and
programmatic assistance. The JECC’s Retreat Institute and are supported by the Fund for the Jewish Future of
the Jewish Federation of Cleveland.

Registration Tear Slip

Amount Enclosed

Please return payment & completed registration form to Kol HaLev by April 5, 2012.

Student Name(s): __________________________ Student Age(s) ______________________________
Phone #: ______________________ E-mail: ________________________________________________
Please provide us with any appropriate medical information and dietary or special needs: ________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

April 2012
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Greg selker

Kol HaLev’s vision is that we are a sacred Jewish community that celebrates the Divine, builds
meaningful human connections and repairs the world. It is interesting to look at this vision from time
to time and recognize that, yes, it is still valid and has power; and yes, it still very much represents who
we are and who we are striving to be.
Over the past year and half that I have been president, I have used this monthly column to talk about
various aspects of this vision. I distinguished the three pillars of spirituality, learning and tikun olam
necessary to support the building of a sacred community. I have described how our governance model
and our values teams are based on these values, and how these values are used as organizational
principles to help us create visibility and accountability for our board and committee work.
I have also talked about measurement and the many ways we can gauge our success at building a
sacred community. Foremost among these are participation and our financial thermometer. Sometimes,
as in a fundraising drive, these two fundamental measurements intersect. This is true with this year’s
very successful Mishloach Manot drive which raised a record amount of money and also had a record
number of participating member households. This was our most successful Mishloach Manot drive yet,
and I am certain next year’s drive will impact the community even more.
I am also thrilled to let the community know that we have achieved another milestone that cuts across
both fundraising and participation. During this past year, the board approved guidelines establishing
named funds within Kol HaLev. Over the years, we have debated the merit of restricted named funds,
money that would be donated to Kol HaLev but restricted for a specific purpose. We established these
guidelines to ensure that larger amounts of money donated to Kol HaLev would be used specifically for
activities that are critical to building our sacred community and absolutely consistent with our values.
As everyone knows, last year’s trial, The People vs. Kind David, was sponsored in part by a generous
donation from the Leon and Gloria Plevin Fund. Based on Gloria’s commitment to Kol HaLev,
the success of this event and her passion to be involved with creative programming that opens up
innovative ways to explore Judaism, Gloria Plevin has now established a named fund to support the
trial this year and into the future. This is Kol HaLev’s first named fund and will provide core financing
to ensure the success of this year’s trial, The People vs. Eve, and the perpetuation of this program.
Last year’s trial was a community outreach, participation, learning and fundraising success. I am
confident that The People vs. Eve will be an even greater success, and that the The Leon & Gloria
Plevin Fund established for this purpose, will be the first of many that will ensure our success as a
community well into the future. A fund can be established by one individual or family or by several
individuals and families coming together to support a specific activity or specific values area within
Kol HaLev.
As all of us look at our ongoing commitments in life and within our community, I encourage you to
investigate personally where your passion and commitment lie within Kol HaLev. If you discover that
there is an area of particular interest—such as more special programming like the trial, supporting the
development of Hebrew language skills for our children or improving the sound in the Ratner Chapel-I encourage you to look at either establishing a named fund to support these activities or contributing to
Continued on page 14
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the inquiring mind

khl madrich joins jecc’s pilot educational program
Good teachers know that for any lesson to have an impact on their students, they need to capture
their students’ curiosity. Often, curiosity is piqued when students discover that the subject at hand is
relevant to their lives and can help them make meaning out of the world in which they live.
We are pleased to share that one of the madrichim (guides) from our Hagiga program, Benjamin
Barnett, has been invited to participate in an exciting and innovative pilot initiative which
applies the principles of an educational methodology known as Philosophical Inquiry (also called
Philosophy for Children and P4C) to Jewish education
The Philosophical Inquiry program, made possible by the Covenant Foundation and the Jewish
Education Center of Cleveland, will be one of the first attempts to translate the success of P4C into
a Jewish setting. Benjamin will be introducing this approach to children in the current 4th and 5th
grades and their parents during a special learning session the morning of Sat. Apr. 21, and will be
using it as well with the 5th grade students this coming year.
Philosophical Inquiry engages students around questions of meaning in dialogue with the resources
of our tradition. In this way, it connects Jewish learning to the development of Jewish identity and
with their own struggle to respond to the question ‘how ought I live?’
This approach does not seek to introduce philosophy as a history of ideas, but rather, to engage
young people in philosophy as an activity in which they deliberate questions of meaning together
as they seek to make sense of their experience in the world. Students are encouraged to raise
meaningful and complex questions that carry implications for their lives.
For more information about Philosophical Inquiry and how it has been used in non-Jewish settings,
check out the following websites: http://p4c.com/ and http://www.philosophy4children.co.uk/about/
p4c/.
You can see Philosophical Inquiry in action is the video “Philosophy with Arab and Jewish
children” (http://youtu.be/bYvq4-wv7uw), posted by the Melton Centre for Jewish Education at
Hebrew University. The video demonstrates the use of Philosophical Inquiry as a meeting point
between cultures and identities.
This summer we hope to have visiting scholar Jen Glaser of Hebrew University make a
presentation on Philosophical Inquiry to our board and values team leaders and Hagiga madrichim.
Dr. Glaser, co-founder of the Israeli Centre for Philosophy in Education and a past president of the
International Council of Philosophical Inquiry with Children, has expertise in the areas of critical
thinking, philosophy for children, and postmodern conceptions of self and community.
Please watch for more information in future newsletters and weekly updates.
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Steve and Robyn

April 2012
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Shalach Manot Fundraiser was a Resounding Success!
The Shalach Manot (Purim basket) fundraiser this year was met with enthusiasm by the congregation.
Approximately 60 member families bought Shalach Manot and Kol HaLev raised approximately
$4,500.00! We also raised almost $600 for matanot l’evyonim (gifts for the poor). Rabbi Steve has
decided to contribute that money to the Hunger Network of Cleveland.
We would like to thank all of our wonderful delivery drivers: Chip May, Michael and Ann Epstein,
Ron and Leah Gilbert, Benjamin Lewis and Bellamy Printz, Mordy and Sue Pelleg, Dave and Martha
Schubert, Steve Kanner and Karly Whitaker, Brian and Jean Miller, Kevin Rahilly and Margaret
Cohen, Amy Hogg, Ernie Logsdon and Jane Arnoff Logsdon, David and Peggy Sugerman, Mario and
Roberta Tonti, Chuck Hersch and Shahin Afnan, Barb Truitt, Gil and Marcia Goldberg, Bill Foust
and Mimi Plevin-Foust, Scott and Traci Elgart, Robin Shell, David and Erica Steinweg, and Andy
Oster and Robyn Novick.
We would also like to give a big thank you for the support of Judy Herdering, Rabbi Steve, Greg
Selker, Brian Miller, Arthur Lieberman and David Conn. We couldn’t have done it without you.
Thank you for helping make this fundraiser a success!
Robin Shell, Amy Hogg and Rachel Williams,
Co-Chairs, Mishloach Manot Fundraiser

take the quick purim basket survey now!
Thanks to your support, this year’s Kol HaLev Shalach Manot (Purim Basket) fundraiser
was a huge success. We want next year’s to be even better, so we’re asking everyone who gave
or received Kol HaLev Purim baskets last month, to complete this SHORT, 10-question survey:
Thanks!
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8T5HSKW
I would also like to convey my heartfelt thanks to Robin Shell, Amy Hogg, Rachel Williams for
coordinating the program and to the many other volunteers who put together the manot and name
lists and delivered the baskets!!
David Conn
Welcoming and Caring Values Team Leader.

the bagpipes of passover
The Barcelona Haggadah is famous not only for its depictions of rituals of the vibrant Jewish
community in Spain during the mid-14th century, but also for conveying many details of daily
life. The Haggadah contains portrayals of over two dozen musical instruments, including this
illustration of a bagpiper, which is thought to be the first depiction of bagpipes in Jewish culture.

April 2012
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We are excited to invite you to our upcoming
Midwest Region - Cleveland Reconstructionist Event

Saturday, April 14 at 8 p.m.
at the home of Pete & Heidi Robertson
Join us as we celebrate Kol Halev’s Legacy and our place in the larger Reconstructionist Movement

Purchase tickets!

Become a sponsor!?

Single Reservation: $36
Couple Reservation: $54

Kaplan Legacy Sponsorship: $500
Eisenstein Legacy Sponsorship: $360
Friend Legacy Sponsorship: $180
Patron Legacy Sponsorship: $118

Register Online
Download a printable registration form

Every year the each region holds an event designed to celebrate the movement, recognize the
accomplishments in the region and by its members, and fundraise for the movement’s sustenance. This year,
because we are moving toward the restructuring of the movement, the Midwest Regional leadership chose
to forego the large, central, pricy event in favor of individual congregational celebrations. This house party
is to be a celebration of the history of our movement and of our contributions to the movement, as well
as a modest fundraising event for the ongoing sustenance of JRF and for the continuity of its services and
resources as the new organization takes shape.
At Kol Halev, we will be holding a Legacy House Party, featuring wine and light food, music, and personal
reflections celebrating our congregation and the Reconstructionist movement. We will show the new JRFprovided Legacy DVD (includes photos from member congregations) and the special JRF Legacy Book
created for this year’s events.
The JRF Legacy book featuring Kol Halev will be available for viewing during the evening, and orders will
be taken for people who would like to own a copy. http://jrf.org/legacy-book-project

April 2012
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~ Just in time for passover ~

Recipes from the heart
What new dish will
make its debut on
your seder table this
year?
hazelnut torte?
three colorgefilte fish?
Morrocan lamb?
strawberry
meringue cake?
chocolate
truffle tart?
break away from the same old seder
Treat yourself to a copy of
Cooking with Kol HaLev: Recipes from the Heart,
a collection of Kol HaLev’s favorite tried-and-true recipes, including
35 delicious Pesach dishes.

new lower price — $15
To purchase Cooking with Kol HaLev: Recipes from the Heart at it’s
new low price of $15, contact Leah Kamionkowski at 216-464-2940
or leah@bepure.com.
P.S. Having your seder at someone else’s house this year? Bring your hostess her
own copy of Cooking with Kol HaLev! Sales raises funds for KHL, so its a mitzvah!

April 2012
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Adult education
Leah Kamionkowski will examine the multi-faceted relationship of those famous twins Jacob
and Esau using various contemporary approaches. She will explore issues of history, mythology
and archetypes. Come and join us for a lively discussion on Sun., Apr. 22 at 7:30 p.m. Host and
location to be announced.

Kol HaLev Women’s brunch
The next meeting of the Kol HaLev Women’s Group will be a brunch on Sun. May 6, from 10 a.m.
to 12 p.m. at the home of Selma Gwatkin, 25460 Bryden , Beachwood. RSVP to Selma at 216-7658109 or selmag@ameritech.net. Lynn Liebling will be speaking on the topic “Daughter of Pharoah.”

Weekly Update Now Available Telephonically
If you’ve ever found yourself in need of the date, time or location of a Kol HaLev
event, but away from your computer or unable to access your email, you’ll be glad to
know there’s another way to find out timely information.
We now have an audio recording of the Weekly Update available on the phone system in the Kol
HaLev office. To hear the audio recording of the Weekly Update, call 216-320-1498 and press 3.
Recordings will be updated on Thursdays.

hesed
We send refuah schlemah to Rabbi Shawn and to Celia Jennings.

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them.

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during April:

David Fink – father of Judy Harris
Leon Munetz – father of Mark Munetz
Nathan Schatz – father of Selma Gwatkin
Arthur Ness – husband of Ruth Ness and father of Leah Gilbert
Joseph Korman – father of Neil Korman
Evelyn Litwin – mother of Richard Litwin
Diana Tonti – mother of Mario Tonti
Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by submitting the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death, including the year, in either the secular or Jewish calendar to JudyHerdering@kolhalev.net.

April 2012
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board report

Molly berger

The Kol Halev Board met on March 12, 2012 at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. After a D’var
Torah, the board approved the minutes from the February 2012 board meeting and continued with
an exercise in speaking about the congregation in the language of “mindfulness,” one of KHL’s
branding descriptors.
In his report, the treasurer announced a successful Purim fundraiser, with 58 of our 146 families
participating. The Shaloach Manot baskets raised over $4500 for Kol Halev and another $600 for
the Cleveland Hunger Network. The board offered their gratitude and congratulations to Robin
Shell, Rachel Williams, and Amy Hogg for their terrific work on this. All three have volunteered to
chair the fundraiser again next year.
The board will begin work on the FY2013 budget once the figures are in. In May, the board will
be holding a workday to update the strategic plan so that it reflects our governance model and
the branding study which identifies KHL’s unique qualities, or brand differentiators. The goal of
the workday is to create a prioritized roadmap for the next several years which is expressed in
language that is consistent across all of our governance documents.
We will hold a fundraiser for JRF on Saturday, April 14, 2012 (the end of Passover). The fee will
be $36 per person or $54 per couple. Pete and Heidi Robertson have agreed to hold the event at
their home (see page12 for more information).
Alan Weinstein gave an update on the 2012 Mock Trial and reported that Jeff Mearns and Avery
Friedman are returning for a second year. Maureen O’Connor, Chief Justice of the Ohio Supreme
Court, will preside. Clergy panel will include Rabbi Steve and Tracey Lind, and Susan Hinze,
CWRU Department of Sociology. The moderator will be the Reverend Leah Lewis. We still need
a bailiff. The subject of the trial is the People v. Eve and the three charges being considered are
insubordination, theft and sedition.
Greg Selker gave an update on the lease negotiations with Ratner. We are still waiting for the final
agreement to be sent to our attention by Ratner and should have that in April. The board discussed
the value of a nameplate sign on the building as well as the desire, while probably impossible, to
have a sign on Shaker Boulevard.
The next meeting is Monday, April 9, at the home of Barry Epstein. All members are welcome to
attend.

From Our President, continued from page 9
an existing named fund or values fund addressing this issue.
Taking this action can become an expression of your commitment and passion, and it will help Kol
HaLev as we strive to be a sacred Jewish community that celebrates the Divine, builds meaningful
human connections and repairs the world.
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hug hasefer: book discussion group
The April book group meeting will be Thursday, April 26th, at 7:30 at the home of Deena and Dick
Epstein. We will be discussing The Blue Mountain: A Novel by Meir Shalev. (378 pages).
From Library Journal: Around the turn of the century many idealistic Jews left Russia
to settle in Palestine; their efforts laid the groundwork of the modern state of Israel.
The Blue Mountain, a best seller in Israel, focuses on four of these pioneers—three
young men and the girl they all love—who settle down to farm the Jezreel valley.
The strange four-way relationship they form will powerfully affect succeeding
generations. Shalev’s novel is complex and densely structured, moving back and
forth in time, hinting at slowly revealed secrets. His characters are stubborn,
argumentative, full of quirks and crotchets, irritating but believable individuals.
History here has not been prettied up; the novel at times is as awkward and
uncompromising as its main characters. Overall, a demanding but often gripping
look at what it costs to make dreams a reality.-Beth Ann Mills, New Rochelle P.L.,
N.Y.
See amazon.com for other positive reviews of this book.
The book for May is The Dream: A Memoir by Harry Bernstein
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group look at our web
page www.kolhalev.net/book_group and contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be
added to the group’s e-mail list

contributions
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Karly Whitaker and Steven Kanner in honor of friendship with Judy Vida and Peter Gray
Adele G. Ack in honor of Barry Epstein’s birthday
Muriel and Abe Chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Abe’s father, Israel Chasin
Susan Golden in gratitude to Salim Hayek, M.D., Ph.D., Benit Shah, M.D., Henry Vucetic,
M.D., Colleen McNeill, RN, Terrah Northern, Emily Williams and Karin Sill
The Elgart Family to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in thanks to Rabbi Steve for his kindness
and comfort during the memorial service for their dad Lou
Ruth Ness in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her husband, Arthur J. Ness
Allen Binstock in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his father, Henry Binstock
Dr. David Feldman to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in memory of his father, Julian, and in
appreciation of the kindness of the Kol HaLev community
Judy Harris and Alan Lipson in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Judy’s brother, David Fink
Selma and Ralph Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Selma’s father, Nathan
Schatz
Mario & Roberta Tonti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Mario’s mother, Diana Tonti
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Bam! Crack! Dot!
Field Trip to the Maltz Museum in April
Join Beth Friedman-Romell and friends from Knesseth Israel Temple, Beth
Israel-The West Temple, and Kol HaLev for a fun afternoon of games and
learning at the Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage on Sun., April 15 at 2 p.m.
Enjoy a private tour of the special exhibition “Project Mah Jongg,” followed
by free time to explore the rest of the museum. Whether you’re a player yourself, or just wonder why
American Jewish women love an ancient gambling game of Chinese men, you’ll enjoy this unique
event.
Tickets will be $8 for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for students. Children under five are free. Guests are
welcome -- there will be an additional discount if our group totals 35 or more. RSVP to Beth at 216921-2619 or bhfr0108@gmail.com.

Questions? contact David Cohn at david@estophile.com

April 2012
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Connections

David Conn

Atheists in our MidstS
During our Purim celebration, another Kol HaLev member confided in me
that she is staunchly atheist. I was not surprised; this was probably the third
such conversation I have had with members. Another member once told
me, “I do not believe in G-d, but I do believe in the Jewish community.”
These particular members are strong and involved supporters of our community.
How can this be? Are we not at least nominally a faith community? Can
non-religious members play a legitimate role in a religious congregation?
It is perhaps ironic that this conversation took place on Purim. Megillat
(The Book of) Esther--the “Megillah” we read from during our Purim service--never once mentions G-d’s name! It never mentions the Temple, Jewish religious practices or even prayer . . .on
its face, an utterly non-religious book! In the Purim story, no signs and wonders are performed by
a supernatural G-d; the Jews are not saved by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. They see to
their own defense and survive seemingly without help from G-d. If the whole Tanach (Jewish Bible) were like this, all of Torah would be no more than an ancient version of Chaucer’s Canterbury
Tales, the siddur (prayer book) akin to Cliff Notes and our congregation a secular humanist kaffeeklatsch. The Abrahamic religions would simply not exist.
Is Megillat Esther merely an unneeded and unwanted secular distraction within our religious canon?
Not so fast! Another perspective is in order here. Megillat Esther’s true purpose as an anomaly may
be to cause us to look deeper, thereby giving us another way to connect with the text.
Similarly, could one also argue that non-religious members somehow diminish our religious community? Quite possibly, but I believe that would be myopic and unfortunate. As with Megillat Esther, non-religious members challenge us to reexamine our own perspectives and beliefs. They encourage us to open our minds and hearts in new ways. Non-religious members illustrate the variety
of ways we can “plug into” our traditions and into our very abundant Kol HaLev community.
Kol HaLev can be likened to a big tent (ohel) or sukkah. Non-religious members broaden the tent,
as it were, and in doing so enrich our community. I deeply appreciate their presence in our community. I am inspired by their courage to wrestle with our traditions, to admit that G-d simply does not
exist for them--heresy in some congregations--and to support and strengthen our community nonetheless. I am also proud that we provide a safe and nonjudgmental environment in which we can
all feel comfortable giving voice to what is in our hearts. This is, after all, the literal meaning of the
words Kol HaLev: Voice of the Heart.
How do YOU connect with our community, traditions or the Divine? Send YOUR connections to me
at david@estophile.com for use in future columns!

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist
Community. This digital newsletter can be read it onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper.
Please email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or notices
for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev
website.
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CALENDAR
Fri. Apr. 6
Sat. Apr. 7

10:30 a.m.

Mon. Apr. 9

.
7:30 p.m.

Sat. Apr. 14

10:30 a.m.

3:30 – 5:00 p.m..

8:00 p.m.

Sun. Apr. 15

2 p.m.

Mon. Apr. 16

8:30 a.m.

Sat. Apr. 21

10:30 a.m.

9:45 a.m
10:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m

April 2012

Passover -- First Seder at members’ homes
First Day of Passover - Shabbat Service at Ratner
Chapel; Shmot 12:21-51; Service leader: Rabbi Steve;
kiddush co-hosted by Juanita Fish and by Marilyn
Litvene
Everyone is invited to share highlights from their
Passover Seder from the previous night.
NO Hagiga
Board Meeting at the home of Barry and Barbara
Epstein, 24530 Twickenham Drive, Beachwood, 216292-5770; All Kol HaLev members are welcome.
Last Day of Passover – Shabbat Service with Yizkor
Service at Ratner Chapel; Service leader: Rabbi Steve;
Deuteronomy 15:19-16:17; kiddush co-hosted by
Mario and Roberta Tonti and by Joyce Wolpert
Torah Study at the home of Maureen Hack, 17 Dorset
Court, Beachwood, 216-831-0997; Barbara Truitt will
examine the Cain and Abel story using Midrash and
imagination. Bring your copy of Legends of the Bible,
Ginsberg, and/or write your own Midrash. All are
welcome.
JRF “Legacy House Party,” at the home of

Heidi and Pete Robertson.Wine and light food,
music, and personal reflections celebrating
our congregation and the Reconstructionist
movement. Registration required. Learn more on
page 12.

Field trip with Beth Friedman-Romell: Mah Jongg
and a tour of the Maltz Museum Tickets will be $8
for adults, $6 for seniors and $5 for students. Children
under five are free. RSVP to Beth at 216-921-2619 or
bhfr0108@gmail.com. (More on page 16)
Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on
Chagrin Boulevard
Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at
9:45 a.m. at Ratner Chapel; Shmini; Service leaders:
Art Lieberman and David Conn; kiddush co-hosted by
Eda Weiss and by Maureen Dinner
Family Service
Hagiga
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with
children in preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114.
The program is about a half an hour, led by Rachel
Williams. Babysitting is available before and after Tot
Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.
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CALENDAR
Sat. Apr. 21

1:00 – 2:00 p.m

Thurs. Apr. 26

7:30 p.m.

Fri. Apr. 27

6:00 p.m.

Sat. Apr. 28

10:30 a.m. .

Sun. Apr. 31

10:00 a.m.– 5:00 p.m

Lunch and Learn at Ratner. Rabbi Shawn Zevit will
lead discussion on the topic of Music and Prayer.
Childcare will be available. The lunch will be
potluck. People whose last name begins with K, L, M,
or N should bring drinks or a dessert; everyone else
should bring a main course or side dish
Book Group at the home of Deena and Dick Epstein,
20949 Colby Road, Shaker Heights, 216-321-9218.
We will be discussing The Blue Mountain: A Novel by
Meir Shalev (see more on page 15 )
Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner Chapel;
kiddush co-hosted by Eric Olsen and Jennifer Finkel
and by Ginny Nadler
Musical Shabbat at Ratner Chapel; Tazria-Metzora;
Service leader: Rabbi Steve; kiddush co-hosted by Bill
and Michal Marcus and by Traci and Scott Elgart in
honor of Traci’s birthday
Bonim and Magshimim Retreat at Camp Wise. Read
more on pages 6 and 8.

This calendar is accurate as of the time of publication. Changes are published in the Weekly Update
emailed on Thursdays and in Kol HaLev’s website calendar.

With great pleasure we celebrate our dedicated madrichim
at the Madrichim Appreciation Service
Saturday, April 21, 2012/29 Nisan 5771 Parshat Shemini

Zorim (K-2)
Traci Elgart
Andy Getz
Nancy Rubel
Renee Siegel

Bonim (3-5)
Benjamin Barnett
Ken MessingerRapport
Julio Pelsmajer
Jonathan Wilhelm

Family Education
Lynn Liebling
Rabbi Jeffrey Schein

Tot Shabbat
Rachel Williams
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Magshimim (6-8)
Maxine Collin
Morissa Freiberg
Steven Kanner
Joe Mendes
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