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welcome: new member shabbat & hagigat limmud
On Saturday, February 4, we will welcome our new Kol HaLev members at a special New
Member Shabbat service. We hope everyone will be present to meet our new members, and
that these members will attend to be welcomed and honored with a group aliyah (going up
to the Torah for a blessing) during the Torah service.
We will also welcome our first graders to the Hagiga program in our unique Hagigat
Limmud service. During the Torah service, we will honor these children and their families
and offer them blessings as they enter a new stage of Jewish life together.
Traditionally, we hold an extended kiddush on this shabbat to give us all time to get acquainted
and demonstrate Kol HaLev’s well-deserved reputation as a warm and welcoming community. We
hope everyone will take on the role of “greeter” and make a point to talk with people you don’t
know. Our kindness and inclusiveness enriches us individually and as a community.
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FEBRUARY IS JEWISH DISABILITY
AWARENESS MONTH
Shortly after I sent out the first issue of the new, digital Kol HaLev
Happenings, I got an email from
congregant Anita Cohn. She had
trouble reading certain headlines
and articles, those I’d set in a
dark turquoise. That color, it
transpired, was difficult for Anita
and other visually-impaired KHL
members to discern against the white background. All-black text solved the problem.
February is Jewish Disability Awareness
Month, a time for Jewish communities to
consider including more
Continued on page 4
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Please join us as our son

is called to the Torah
as a Bar Mitzvah
Saturday, February 11, 2012
Kiddush to follow
Please RSVP by Feb. 2 to
lhanft@gmail.com

David Roberts & Lila Hanft
KOL HALEV HAPPENINGS
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rabbinic corner

rabbi steve segar

Last month I felt compelled to write about the fascinating turns taking place in the
spiritual life of the musical and, until recently, traditionally Orthodox superstar Matisyahu.
Watching the news from Israel, and looking
for a good topic for this month’s column, it
struck me that the current conflicts over modest dress in a few Israeli communities offers
an example which is the polar opposite of
Matisyahu’s journey away from the Chassidic
beard and toward self-defined appearance.
In situations currently unfolding in various
parts of Israeli society, but most notably in
the city of Beit Shemesh, an extreme subAround 250 women and girls from Beit Shemesh held a “women’s
set of the traditional Orthodox community
only” Flash Mob early in January. One organizer told reporters,
has been attempting to impose its own very
“If you spit at us when we walk down the street, then we’ll dance
down the street. This was about cooperation between all different
stringent interpretation of Jewish law and
types of women from different backgrounds, showing that we can
values on many of the residents of the city
get together and do something fun and empowering. We are free
who are not part of that sub-community. In
to dance in our own city.” Credit: IsraelNationalNews.com
some cases, the ultra-Orthodox hecklers have
stooped to reprehensible acts such as verbally
taunting and spitting on elementary age children because of their clothing.
What has not gotten as much attention in the press is the organized responses and
peaceful protests from other Beit Shemesh residents, responses stemming from an an
incredibly wide range of religious belief and practice. People who identify as everything from secular to traditional Orthodox came together to oppose these violent and
narrow-minded attacks and to stand up for the right of every person to determine for
himself or herself how to going to express his or her Jewishness.
Despite the disturbingly aggressive nature of the behavior of the extremists, I think we
can also be inspired by the way that the rest of the community is pulling together and
supporting one another across different Jewish orientations. Maybe there is something
here for us to learn as well.
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment
on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Please contact him by phone at the office (216-320-1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting..
FEBRUARY 2012
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JEWISH DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH, continued from page 1
people with disabilities in all facets of Jewish life. In cities across the country, Jewish communities will be raising awareness of disability issues, by hosting panels on disability issues,
studying relevant Jewish texts, volunteering with organizations that aid people with disabilities, or evaluating how well or poorly local Jewish institutions include people with disabilities.

WHY INCLUSION IS A RECONSTRUCTIONIST VALUE
Excerpted and adapted from Kol Ehad: JRF Committee on Inclusion of People with Disabilities
Human Dignity and Integrity: In Jewish tradition, human beings are created in the “image of God” and, therefore, that each person is to be treated with dignity and
respect. In the words of Mordecai Kaplan, “All human
beings are entitled to experience the dignity of selfhood
or personality, the moral character of society and the reality of God.”
Equality: Kaplan said that, “every individual must be
able to feel that the society in which he lives … recognizes him as an end in himself.” He also insisted that people
can be said to have equal rights only when these include
the right to worship in their community. “By discouraging any honest effort of men to commune with God … we
deny them equality of spiritual status.”
Inclusive Community: One of the basic tenets of Reconstructionism is the importance of community. It is through
life in the community that people find support, protection
and companionship. We strive to make our congregations
into “caring communities,” and to include all who wish to
participate in them.
Jewish Continuity: The future growth and enrichment of
Jewish life are goals of Reconstructionism. Our approach
to Judaism teaches that for Judaism to remain authentic
and compelling, it must adapt to the world without abdicating its fundamental values and teaching. We believe
that the community’s continued health and vitality can
only be strengthened by being open to Jews with disabilities, even when that necessitates accommodation to new
technology and/or new ideas. This creates possibilities
where none previously existed.
Democracy: The idea that every person should have
a voice and a vote on matters affecting his/her life is a
fundamental principle of Reconstructionism. Thus, lay
members of congregations, including those with disabilities, must have a voice in deciding key issues facing
the community – including how to make that community
accessible to all who wish to participate in it.
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LOCAL EVENTS
What: A free, public screening of “A
Mother’s Courage: Talking Back to Autism,” a documentary narrated by Academy
Award-winning actress Kate Winslet. It
tells the story of Margret, the mother of a
severely autistic son, who sets out to meet
the world’s leading experts on autism.
When: Sunday, February 5, at 1 p.m.
Where: Siegal College, 26500 Shaker Blvd.
RSVP: 216-464-4050.
What: Rivka Levitansky will discuss living
with a child with special needs from birth
to young adulthood.
When: Tuesday, February 21, at 7:30 p.m.
Where: Jewish Education Center of Cleveland, 2030 South Taylor Road, Cleveland
Heights.
RSVP: 216-371-0446 or jbrooks@jecc.org.

ONLINE RESOURCES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Post by Rabbi Shawn at JRF
Kol Ehad: JRF Committee on Inclusion of People with Disabilities
Facebook page celebrating Jewish Disability Awareness Month.
Federation Jewish Disability Awareness Month Resource Guide
Remembering the Invisible Minority,
by Rabbi David Saperstein.
Disabilities Resources, URF
KOL HALEV HAPPENINGS

KOL HALEV WOMEN’S RETREAT 2012
BECOMING Who We Are
As a scientist working with human genomes, Barb Truitt’s life is very involved
with genetic variation. Barb will guide us as we pause for a moment to reflect about
evolution’s influence on who we are. How are you different now from the person
whose image was captured in a childhood photo?
After a potluck lunch, we will use this year’s theme of “Becoming Who We Are” to
consider (via some fun activities) how we are a product of our life experiences, and how
that evolution takes us from one place to another as our lives unfold.
When: Sunday, February 12th, 10 a.m. - 2:30 P.m.
Where: The home of Happy Wallach, 23538 Duffield Road, Shaker Heights.
A personal email invitation will be sent to each KHL member. Follow-up info will be sent
to those who RSVP.
Questions??? Contact Happy Wallach at HappyHKW@aol.com or 216-283-4058.
Join us for all or part of the day -- we hope you’ll join us!

WRESTLING WITH PRAYER: A NEW MINICOURSE
There is a great, barely examined tension in modern Jewish life between the
reality that a significant portion of synagogue experience is based around
prayer, and another reality that a large proportion of the Jewish community
struggles to find a way to engage in prayer with meaning and authenticity.
As much as we put an emphasis on prayer accessibility here at Kol HaLev, I
know that this tension is alive and well within our community. We will convene
a conversation focused on this issue in the form of a mini-course that will begin
on Wednesday evening February 1 at the home of Arthur Lieberman, 4125 Giles
Rd in Moreland Hills.
We will start by examining general challenges to prayer engagement such as
theological orientation and questions about the purposes of prayer rather than
the specific structure and meaning of the traditional Jewish worship service.
For further information, contact Rabbi Steve and to RSVP, email Judy Herdering in the Kol
HaLev office.
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robyn novick

HAGIGA HAPPENINGS

PHOTO GALLERY

Tu B’Shevat, the new year of the trees, is my favorite holiday. It is no surprise that I named
my child, Eilan – for hag ha’ilanot – is so important to me. This wonderful holiday integrates
Jewish law and customs with the natural world, growing as we as a society have evolved, to include environmental awareness and a love of Eretz Yisrael, the land of Israel.

The Mindful Jewish Practice Group will
meet Wednesday, February 22 at 7:00
p.m. The group begins with with a short
10 minute sit, will move to an optional
“check-in” from participants, then move
to a 30 minute sit. Afterwards, we will
read and discuss a short passage from
Rami Solomon’s, The Way of Solomon, a
translation and interpretation of Ecclesiastes.
We will end with a 10 minute sit. You do not
need to purchase copies of the book

There are many customs for celebrating the holiday – holding a seder, planting trees in Israel,
planting indoors in Cleveland, appreciating the natural world, making birdfeeders, etc. We will
be holding our intergenerational Tu B’Shevat program on Tuesday, February 7 (15 Shevat) at 6
p. m. at the Ratner School. It will be a fun mix of a seder and activities and we will be done by
7:30!
A custom of Tu B’Shevat at Kol HaLev is Hagigat Limmud, A Celebration of Learning. This
is a ceremony where 1st graders (and occasionally 2nd graders) are formally welcomed into the
learning community. Many other congregations hold a welcoming ceremony called Consecration, which is held around Simchat Torah. While it is lovely to highlight learning around the
celebration of the cycle of Torah, I love the imagery of honoring our learners as we celebrate
the cycle of growing.
It makes complete sense to me that Rabbi Jeff chose to create Hagigat Limmud around Tu
B’Shevat. We, and our tradition, are much like trees: we have deep roots to the past, we are
growing and evolving, and we bear fruit that sustains others. The connection resonates clearly
in Psalm 92, which we sing weekly at Shabbat services:
Tzadik KaTamar
The righteous flourish like the palm trees
Tzadik katamar yifrach
Like cedars of Lebanon they grow
K’erez ba’lvanon yisgeh
Implanted in the house of the All-Knowing One
Shetulim beveyt adnay
Amid the courtyards of our God they bear fruit
Behatzrot eloheynu yafrihu
In their old age, they will put forth seed,
Od yenuvun beseyvah
Fleshy and fresh they will ever be
Deshenim vera’ananim yihyu

MINDFUL JEWISH PRACTICE

Zorim students in a Hagiga activity.

The group will meet at Nancy Rubel’s
NEW office: 24755 Chagrin Blvd., #305.
The building is Chagrin Professional Plaza
and is just behind the fire station near Giant
Eagle in Pavillion Mall. There is ample
parking. Enter off Chagrin or from the road
at the light that takes you toward the Giant
Eagle, just across from Mercantile.

Just as our tradition embraces our relationship to trees, it is always a pleasure to hear how our
children find the correlation as well. Hope you will be at the Hagigat Limmud ceremony on
February 4 when they share their connections.
Kol Tuv!
Robyn

NEW MEMBERS

Please join us in welcome two new families to Kol HaLev:
Michael and Ann Epstein and their children, Noah, age 7, Aden, age 5 and Eilah, age 2
Mattuck and Elizabeth Meacham and their children, Bennett, age 7 and Morgan, age 5
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BOARD REPORT

MOLLY BERGER, SECRETARY

The board met January 16 at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. Leah began the meeting with a
D’var Torah. The minutes of the previous meeting were approved.
The treasurer submitted reports indicating that we are in good shape to face expenses for the rest
of the fiscal year.
The board spent the greater part of the meeting in a discussion led by Halle Barnett and
Rabbi Shawn Zevit on ways to shift the conversation about members’ relationship with the
congregation to terms of abundance rather than scarcity. Greg began by noting that while we’ve
raised enough money this year, the experience of doing so has been difficult. This year, only
45% of households have participated in the fundraising drive, while in the past, over 80% of
members have contributed. The difference may be that this year the board’s emphasis has been
on closing the annual deficit, which is a message of scarcity., not abundance. The purpose of this
discussion, Rabbi Steve explained, was not to address fundraising concerns but to look at how
the board as a group processes areas of challenge.
Rabbi Shawn advocated approaching fundraising from a position of abundance – what makes the
congregation important to its members – rather than scarcity. In order to help us reconceptualize
KHL in terms of abundance, Halle asked the group, “What first attracts members to KHL?” The
responses were heartwarming and represented many of the qualities that differentiate us from
other congregations. Board members were left to think through how we might translate this
sense of KHL’s abundance into a fundraising approach.
Board Accountability: Greg asked that each board member find something to participate in
actively if he or she has not already done so.
Barb Truitt reported on the religious practices committee meeting, noting that the positon of
holiday committee chair is still unfilled. She reported that Torah study is well attended and the
meditation group meets regularly, but that we need to expand the cadre of Torah readers. Barb
reminded people of the Kabbalat Shabbat scheduled for January 27, with a potluck at 6:15,
followed by a 50 minute service, and a dessert Kiddush.
The board recommended that we have Yizkor on the last Shabbat of Pesach, which is the eighth
day (not normally celebrated at KHL).
Robin Shell asked for volunteers to deliver Purim baskets. The price structure for the Shaloch
Manot baskets has been streamlined to include an $18 reciprocity option. 1-50 baskets are $3
each; 51-100 are $2 each; $225 to give to whole congregation. Purim is March 7 (More on
Shaloch Manot baskets on pp. 12-14).
The next board meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 13 at the home of Barb Truitt, 19015
Van Aken Blvd., #315, Shaker Hts., 216 258-7825. All Kol HaLev members are welcome to
attend.
FEBRUARY 2012
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YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them.
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during February:
Jacob Festinger – father of Anna Kelman
Sol Fink – father of Judy Harris
Sue Smith – mother of Barb Truitt
Aaron Josef Zevit (Ahron Yosef) – grandfather of Shawn Zevit
Sylvia Herzig – aunt of Barry Epstein
Abe Ritz (Avrum) – father of Muriel Chasin
Israel Herman Gorovitz – paternal grandfather of Heidi Gorovitz Robertson
Harry Goldstein – father of Anita Cohn
David Jack Herzig – uncle of Barry Epstein
Freda Shleser Imrey – mother of Peter Imrey
Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in KHL Happenings by
submitting the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death,
including the year, in either the secular or Jewish calendar to JudyHerdering@kolhalev.net.

CONTRIBUTIONS
Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges contributions from:
• Anna and Sam Kelman in honor of Judy Harris and her successful King David trial
• Anna and Sam Kelman in honor of the bar mitzvah of Will Raddock
• Anna and Sam Kelman in commemmoration of the yahrzeits of Julius (Yona) and
Asnet Kelman, parents of Sam Kelman
• Muriel and Abe Chasin in commemmoration of the yahrzeit of Sadie Ritz, mother
of Muriel Chasin
• Connie Friedman and David Shutkin in honor of Connie’s birthday and thank you
to KHL for welcoming and open hearts
• Susan Golden in honor of Deena and Dick Epstein’s new granddaughter
• Judy Harris and Alan Lipson in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sol Fink, father
of Judy Harris
• Mike Armin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his wife, Ruth Armin

HESED
We send refuah sh’lema and continued healing to Sammy Cheifitz.
We send condolences to Robin Holzman on the loss of her cat, Callie. Our thoughts are
with you.
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DAVID CONN

CONNECTIONS

DESPITE LANGUAGE BARRIERS, WANDERING JEWS CONNECT
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan famously defined Judaism as “an evolving re
ligious civilization.” By this definition, Judaism encompasses—in ad
dition to the obvious spiritual-religious dimensions—history, language,
food, literature, the arts, humor, law and more. Indeed we have many
ways to “plug into” Judaism, especially in our spiritually rich Kol Ha
Lev community and Cleveland in general.
But if you’re traveling away from Cleveland and feeling homesick, there
are other ways s to “plug into” Judaism: Read a Jewish-themed book;
watch a movie; experiment with recipes for traditionally Jewish foods.
You might leave your hotel room or guest accommodations to find a kosher restaurant, or
even better, to attend a service at a local synagogue. Kol HaLev members tell fascinating
stories about attending services in the U.S. and Canda as well all over the world, in places
like France, India, Hong Kong and, of course, Israel.
This past December, I had the opportunity to attend a Shabbat morning service in Tallinn,
Estonia, whose Jews were spared neither the Nazi onslaught nor Soviet repression. The
Estonian Jewish community has somehow survived and today there are 2,000 Jews and
exactly one synagogue.
I will not write here about the service, new synagogue building or the unique minhagim
(customs) there. Instead, I want to pass on to you three things that the Estonian Jews I met
really wanted me to know.
First, they like visitors…a lot. Visitors help them feel connected to the vast Jewish world
outside Estonia. Second, they said, “All Jews have the same view” -- their words, not
mine. While you may find fault with a literal interpretation, I think you will agree with
the expression of solidarity. Finally, they believe that language barriers do not matter for
we are all praying together in the same holy language, Hebrew, which is critical to Jewish
unity and solidarity.
They wanted me to know these three things and I think they want you to know as well. I
suspect these themes would be echoed in most—if not all—remote diaspora congregations
throughout the world and more than a few closer to home.
After the service I chatted with David, a man of about 60 whose broken English was infi
nitely superior to my nonexistent Russian. Five days a week for several years he has driven
his two grandsons to the Jewish school adjacent to the synagogue; 200 miles a week and
a huge investment where gasoline is $6.25 a gallon and the average income is one-third
that of the US. Despite his obvious commitment to his grandsons’ Jewish education, David
himself had never attended a synagogue service…ever…until the day I happened to be
visiting. That’s powerful. Here David was “plugging in” for the first time, merely being
present with him was to provide him vital encouragement.
Continued on page 11
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HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
The book group meeting will be Thursday, February 23, at 7:30 at the home of Ruth Ness.
We will discuss Another Year in Africa by Rose Zwi. (172 pages, a Kindle version is
available). Ms. Zwi was awarded the Olive Schreiner Prize given for new
and emerging writers for this book.
From Spinifex Press: They came from the stetl to a new land, to a new life.
Another year in Africa, they said, another year in exile. Old bonds break as
they adjust from the old world of pogroms to their new life in Africa. Sixyear-old Ruth is haunted by memories of tragedy and persecution that are
not even hers.
From Publishers Weekly: Amid the beauty and strangeness of an alien
continent, where Passover falls in autumn, not spring, and “the smell of
warm damp earth and bruised marigolds mingles with that of sabbath
cooking,” Zwi’s Jewish immigrants of the 1930s strive for balance and normalcy in
Mayfontein, a mining suburb of Johannesburg, South Africa. This straightforward but often
dense novel effectively plays family drama against tumultuous historical events, recalling
pogroms and Nazi massacres in Europe as well as the ever-current South African brand of
racism and civil strife. Through a tidy triptych of three men and their families, Zwi presents
the immigrant Jews’ struggles to root themselves in their adopted home. The assimilationist
Berka embraces his new country with loving vigor, his friend Hershl spouts Zionist ideology
and his brother-in-law Dovid longs for Lithuania and its socialist movement. Dovid’s sense
of tradition intrigues Raizel, Berka’s daughter, and their inevitable,
bittersweet affair sets much of the drama as Raizel ultimately rejects
her community. In the married Dovid’s now-broken home, his young
daughter Ruth emerges to attempt her own adaption to South Africa.
The book for March is Dough: A Memoir by Mort Zachter.
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about
the group look at our web page www.kolhalev.net/book_group and
contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the
group’s e-mail list.
Connections, continued from pag 10
After Kiddush I walked back across Tallinn to my friend Sven’s apartment, the experience res
onating powerfully with me. What an amazing blessing to have had the opportunity to “plug
into” the Estonian Jewish community! It also occurred to me that “plugging in” benefits not only
ourselves, but also all other Jews directly and indirectly, strengthening the invisible web that
binds us. Everyone emerges with new ideas, relationships, perspectives and energy.
Help “Connections” become a monthly column! What rituals and observances connect you to
our traditions and to the Divine? E-mail them to me at david@estophile.com or pull me aside
after Kiddush. I may incorporate them into future columns! Let me know if you would prefer that
I not use your name.
FEBRUARY 2012
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PURIM ~ ORDER SHALACH MANOT BASKETS!

Kol Halev’s Annual Purim Fundraiser
ORDER SHALACH MANOT
for your KHL friends & family!
Fulfill the Mitzvah!

During Purim it is customary to bring a basket of sweets (Shalach Manot) to
friends, family & neighbors. The sweets contribute to the joy and festivity of the holiday.

PURIM ~ ORDER SHALACH MANOT BASKETS!
Name:
Phone number:
1-50 baskets
51 – 100 baskets

$3.00 each
$2.00 each

□ I wish to order ___ baskets @ $_______/each.

TOTAL: $________

□ I also wish to reciprocate to all those who have sent me a basket for $18.00 total.
□ I wish to send a basket to EVERY KOL HALEV MEMBER (141 Households)
□ I would like to order ____ baskets for people outside of the Kol HaLev community.

(There are a limited number of these available at a cost of $5.00 per basket on a first come,
first serve basis. Those ordering are responsible for delivery to the recipients).

Order Your Shalach Manot Now!
Each festive bag is filled with:
Hamantashen (parve), Pretzelicious Pretzels, juice

AND MORE!

• Orders will be accepted until Friday, February 24, 2011

• Baskets will be delivered during the week of March 5-9 or you may pick them up at
KHL’s annual Megillah reading
• You will receive 1 basket, regardless of how many are ordered for you, plus a card listing all of the
people who ordered a basket for you!

How to order:

Choose One:
1. Complete this flyer & return it with a check or cash by mail to:
Kol HaLev, 2245 Warrensville Center Rd, Suite 215; University Hts., OH 44118
OR
2. Pay through Pay Simple at www.kolhalev.net and
mail, email or fax your form to: Email duffiemoon@gmail.com; Fax: 216-464-4489
Orders cannot be processed until payment is received.

KOL HALEV HAPPENINGS

$________

□ YES!! I am fulfilling the mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim. Here is my donation of

$________

GRAND TOTAL (Purim baskets, reciprocals andMatanot La’Evyonim)

$_______

Method of payment:
□ check (payable to “Kol HaLev”)
□ Pay Simple (www.kolhalev.net)
□ cash

□ YES!! I would love to help deliver baskets (you get a great rush from it – it’s like delivering flowers.
YOU make people SMILE )
What city would you like to deliver to: ________________________
□ I will pick up my personal basket at Kol Halev on Saturday, March 7 at 5pm before the Megillah
reading.

□ I prefer to have my personal basket delivered sometime during the week of March 5-8, 2011.


Thank you and have joyous and sweet Purim!

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY KOL HALEV AND PAID IN FULL BY February 24, 2011
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$225.00

To perform the Purim mitzvah of Matanot la’evyonim (Gifts to the Poor), please
consider making a tax-free donation to the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund. We will then
forward all such contributions to one or more of the charitable organizations that provide
meals and other financial services to local individuals and families in need.

Please contact Robin Shell with any questions at rshell@bernsockner.com

FEBRUARY 2012
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PURIM ~ ORDER SHALACH MANOT BASKETS!
**Please check off the names of the families that you would like to send Shalach Manot
baskets to. If you would prefer, we can send them by random selection.
□ Please send my baskets
randomly
□ Adamson, Anne
□ Agopian, Sharon
□ Arian, Dan and Nan
□ Armin, Mike
□ Barnett, Benjamin and Halle
□ Baxter, Daniel & Hannah
□ Berger, Molly
□ Berns, Jordan and Amy
□ Biagianti, Arthur and Sue
□ Bieler, Glenn and Jill
□ Binstock, Allen
□ Bortz, David and Carol
□ Brodsky, Jack and Amy
□ Caputo, Michael and Kareen
□ Chasin, Abraham and Muriel
□ Chefitz, Josh and Tyler Katz
□ Chenin, Fred and Marsha
□ Cohn, Anita
□ Collin, E. Maxine
□ Conn, David and Elizabeth
□ Dash, Judi
□ Davidson, Mark and Adina
□ Dinner, Maureen
□ Dover, Michael and Giselle
□ Dudwick, Nancy
□ Duffy, Patrick and Rebecca
Stolzman
□ Elgart, Scott and Traci
□ Epstein, Barry & Barbara
□ Epstein, Dick & Deena
□ Feil, Mimi and Ed
□ Fish, Juanita
□ Foust, Bill and Mimi PlevinFoust
□ Freiberg, Morissa
□ Friedman-Romell, Frederick
and Beth
□ Gellman, Paul
□ Gilbert, Ron and Leah
□ Glueckselig, Nina
□ Goldberg, Gil and Marcia
□ Golden, Susan
□ Goldstein, Joyce
□ Goodman, Bruce and Brenda
□ Gordon, Jonathan and Paula
Klausner
□ Gray, Peter and Judy Vida
□ Gross, Linda
□ Gwatkin, David
□ Gwatkin, Ralph & Selma
□ Hack, Maureen
□ Carl Hagerling and Gwen
Glazer
□ Hagesfeld, Mike and Elise
□ Handler, Louis and Julie
□ Hecht, Nancy
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□ Hersch, Chuck and Shahin
Afnan
□ Herzenstein, Jonathan and
Amy
□ Hogg, Amy
□ Holzman, Robin
□ Immerman, Michael and Irene
□ Imrey, Peter
□ Jennings, Bruce and Celia
□ Jones, Dick and Jayne
□ Kamionkowski, Leah
□ Kanner, Steven and Karly
Whitaker
□ Karabin, Carol
□ Kay, Rachel
□ Kelman, Paul
□ Kisch, Eric and Sue
□ Klein, Dan and Nancy Rubel
□ Kohn, Ron
□ Kopstein, Ami and Glenda
Kupersmith
□ Korman, Neil and Diane
□ Kornspan, Alan and Lisa
□ Lazar, Lee and Karen
□ Lesser, Ray and Susan Wolpert
□ Lewis, Ben and Bellamy Printz
□ Lieberman, Arthur
□ Liebling, David and Lynn
□ Lipson, Alan and Judy Harris
□ Litvene, Marilyn
□ Litwin, Richard and Kirby Date
□ Logsdon, Ernie and Jane
Arnoff-Logsdon
□ Malemud, Franklin and Maggie
□ Maris, Frank and Phyllis
□ May, Chip and Audrey Warner
□ May, Harold
□ Mendes, Joe and Cynthia
Larsen
□ Messinger-Rapport, Ken and
Barbara
□ Millas, Greg and Pam
□ Miller, Brian and Jean
□ Nadler, Ginny
□ Ness, Ruth
□ Olsen,Eric and Jennifer Finkel
□ Oster, Andy and Robyn Novick
□ Pelleg, Mordechai and Sue
□ Pelsmajer, Julia and Aurelia
□ Petrack, Emory and Sammy
Greenspan
□ Plevin, Gloria
□ Pliskin, Rob
□ Politzer, Rita
□ Raddock, Mike and Christina
Antenucci
□ Rahilly, Kevin and Margaret
Cohen
□ Raymond, Pauline
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□ Roberts, David and Lila Hanft
□ Robertson, Pete and Heidi
Gorovitz-Robertson
□ Rosenblatt, Charles and
Deborah Gross
□ Rosenfield, Allan and Sandy
□ Rosenstiel, CJ and Jennie
□ Sandman, Barrie
□ Schein, Jeffrey and Debby
□ Scher-Marcus, Bill and Michal
□ Schubert, Dave and Martha
□ Schultz, Stuart and Sharon
□ Segar, Steve and Andy Getz
□ Selker, Gregory and Lois
□ Shafran, Robert and Susan
Knell
□ Sheehe, Chuck and Marianne
Lax
□ Shell, Robin
□ Siegel, Renee
□ Sobel, Howard and Joanne
Federman
□ Sobel, Sarah
□ Steinweg, David and Erica
□ Stern, Karal
□ Sugerman, David and Peggy
□ Sunshine, Jeffrey and Helen
Salz
□ Sussman, Vicki
□ Tatar, Steven and Terre Maher
□ Tetelman, Aaron and Jessie
Vigorito
□ Tonti, Mario and Roberta
□ Truitt, Barb
□ Unger, Pnina
□ Wallach, Happy
□ Weidenbaum, Kevin and Sue
□ Weinberger, Irwin and Meg
Manny
□ Weinberger, Richard and
Donna
□ Weinstein, Alan
□ Weinstock, Brent and Kate
□ Weiss, Eda
□ Weissman, Jeffrey and Claudia
□ Wilhelm, Jonathan
□ Williams, David and Rachel
□ Wolpert, Joyce
□ Zevit, Shawn and Simcha
□ Zipper, Helen

KOL HALEV HAPPENINGS

CALENDAR
Sat., Feb. 4

10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m
10:45 a.m.

Sun., Feb. 5

5:00-7:00 p.m

Tues., Feb.7

6:00 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 11

10:00 a.m.

Sun., Feb. 12

5:00-7:00 p.m.

Mon., Feb. 13
Mon., Feb. 13

8:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 18

10:30 a.m

Sat., Feb. 18

9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:45

Sun. Feb. 19

5:00-7:00 p.m.

Wed. Feb. 22

7:00-8:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2012

New Member Shabbat Service and Hagigat Limmud preceded
by Torah Discussion at 9:45 a.m. at Ratner Chapel; Vayechi; Service leader Rabbi Steve; Discussion leader: Rabbi Steve; Kiddush co-hosted by last year’s new members in honor of this year’s
new members (read more on pp. 1 and 6).
Hagiga
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about
a half an hour, led by Rachel Williams. Babysitting is available
before and after Tot Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.
Chalutzim Chai at a member’s home. To participate, contact
Robyn at robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498. .
Tu B’Shevat Intergenerational Service at Ratner (read more on
pp. 6 and 7)
Shabbat Service and Bar Mitzvah of Alexander (Sascha)
Roberts at Ratner Chapel; Yitro; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve
and Sascha; Kiddush hosted by David Roberts and Lila Hanft in
honor of their son Sascha’s bar mitzvah. For catering purposes,
RSVPs to lhanft@gmail.com are appreciated.
Women’s Retreat at the home of Happy Wallach, 23538
Duffield Rd., Shaker Heights, 216-283-4058 (read more on p. 5)
Schmooze with the Rabbi at the Stone Oven on Chagrin Blvd.
Board Meeting at the home of Barb Truitt; 19015 Van Aken
Blvd., #315, Shaker Hts., 216 258-7825; All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend.
Shabbat Service preceded by Torah Discussion at 9:45 a.m. at
Ratner Chapel; Mishpatim; Service leaders: Rabbi Simcha; Discussion leader: TBA; Kiddush co-hosted by Frederick and Beth
Friedman-Romell in honor of Frederick’s birthday and by Kirby
Date and Richard Litwin in appreciation of Kol HaLev
Family Service
Hagiga and Bonim Family Day
Tot-Parent Shabbat Program for families with children in
preschool and under in Rooms 113 & 114. The program is about
a half an hour, led by Rachel Williams. Babysitting is available
before and after Tot Shabbat, also in Rooms 113 & 114.
Chalutzim Chai at a member’s home. To participate, contact
Robyn at robyn@kolhalev.net or 216-320-1498.
Mindful Jewish Practice at Nancy Rubel’s NEW office: 24755
Chagrin #305. (More information and complete direction on p. 7)
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CALENDAR
Thurs. Feb. 23

7:30 P.m.

Fri. Feb. 24

6:00 P.m.

Sat, Feb, 25

10:30 a.m.

Book Group at the home of Ruth Ness, 2328 Miramar,
University Hts., 216-932-5579 (more on page 11)
Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner Chapel; .kiddush cohosted by Karly Whitaker and Steve Kanner in honor of Mira’s
7th birthday and by Anita Cohn
Musical Shabbat at Ratner Chapel; kiddush co-hosted by Heidi
and Peter Robertson in memory of Heidi’s grandfather, Israel
Gorovitz and by Franklin and Maggie Malemud

This calendar is accurate as of the time of publication. Changes are published in the Weekly Update
emailed on Thursdays and in Kol HaLev’s website calendar.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
2012 Yom Hashoa V’Hagvura

Cleveland Commemoration of the Holocaust & Heroism
CREATIVE ARTS CONTEST
FOR MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Cleveland’s annual Yom Hashoa V’Hagvura, Holocaust & Heroism Commemoration, will take place on Wednesday, April 18, at
7 p.m., at Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple. This annual event is
an opportunity to remember the six million Jews who perished
during the Holocaust (1939-1945) as well as honor survivors,
liberators and rescuers. As we remember and honor, we also
look to the future and strive to build a world where such horrors
will never happen again.
All students in grades 6-12 in Northeast Ohio schools are invited
to participate in a Creative Arts contest for creative writing and
visual arts. Winners and their schools will be recognized at the
program and winning entries will be published in the Cleveland
Jewish News. Cash prizes totaling $2,500 will also be awarded.
This year’s Creative Arts theme is “Stories Are Our Legacy.”
Deadline for entries is February 15, 2012.
Read more about the theme and download the entry form at
http://www.jewishcleveland.org/YHCreativeArts.aspx.
For questions, e-mail clevelandyomhashoa@gmail.com.

FRANCES AND SANFORD M.
TOLCHINSKY SCHOLARSHIP
The Frances and Sanford M. Tolchinsky
Scholarship is to help students entering or
in high school (preference will be given to
incoming 9th and 10th graders) attend a
summer camp that offers leadership training.
Factors to be considered in awarding the
Tolchinsky Scholarship are to include but
not be limited to: financial need, demonstrated leadership potential and an expressed desire to give back to the Jewish
community as a result of this camp leadership experience. At least two grants will be
given annually, an amount not to exceed
$500 per grant.

The Newsletter of Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist Community

Place
stamp
here

2245 Warrensville Center Rd., #215
University Heights, OH 44118
216-320-1498

For more information, contact Helen Wolf
hwolf@jecc.org 216-371-0446.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Jewish Reconstructionist
Community. Our new digital format, part of our movement toward more environmentally friendly
communications, can be read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper. Please email
newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, suggestions, or notices for upcoming
issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.
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Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s Jewish
Reconstructionist Congregation, is an
egalitarian,
participatory
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2012 spiritual community
Visit our website at http://www.kolhalev.net
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