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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
KHL members bring lots of ruach
to the GCC Founding Assembly
On the night of the Founding Assembly, the Masonic
Auditorium at 36th and Euclid was jam packed with
over 2,000 committed people representing the 40 congregations which have already joined Greater Clevleand Congregations (GCC).
In addition, representatives from at least 20 other congregations in the process of signing up were there. We
rented a bus to take Kol HaLev members downtown,
where parking was scarce. On the way, Rabbi Steve,
Sue Pelleg and others led us in song, and as we walked into the
Masonic Auditorium, we were greeted by the sounds of the Mt. Olivet
Baptist Church choir.
The Assembly began with a stirring
introduction by Rev. Tracy Lindt of Trinity Cathedral and Rabbi Rob Nosanchuk
of Fairmount Temple. Then came the roll
call. The names of the participating congregations were called in order of the number
of representatives they’d brought, from the
smallest groups to the largest. A representative from each congregation told the crowd
the number of people they’d promised to
bring and the number they’d actually brought;
then all the congregants stood, to great applause. continued on p. 8

B’ruchim Haba’im

ברוכים הבאים

Welcome to our new member
Joyce Wolpert
We look forward to seeing you
at future Kol HaLev events.
JULY 2011

Joyce is a native Clevelander who was interested in
Reconstructionist beliefs as far back as in her teens.
She’s well connected to KHL, being related to two
members. and appreciates our emphasis on relationships
and caring. Joyce enjoys reading and being with her
friends. She has one son. She has taught elementary
school as a reading specialist, and freshman English at
the college level for many years.
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Summer Book Round-Up

As has been my practice for a number of summers, I have gathered together a list of recently
published books on themes related to Jews and Judaism. All of the books below have received
very positive reviews and most of them were either finalists or winners in this year’s National
Jewish Book Award competition across a range of categories. As many of us search for titles to
put on our summer readings lists, I submit the following selections as options to which we might
give serious consideration.
In the Valley of the Shadow: On the Foundations of Religious Belief. By James L. Kugel. Free
Press. February 2011.
Ten years ago, Harvard professor James Kugel was diagnosed
with an aggressive, likely fatal, form of cancer. He was given 2
years to live, and maybe an additional 2-3 more. “I was, of course,
disturbed and worried. But the main change in my state of mind
was that the background music had suddenly stopped—the music
of daily life that’s constantly going, the music of infinite time and
possibilities. Now suddenly it was gone, replaced by nothing, just
silence. There you are, one little person, sitting in the late summer
sun, with only a few things left to do.”
Despite his illness, Kugel was intrigued by this new state of mind
and especially the uncanny feeling of human smallness that came
with it. There seemed to be something overwhelmingly true about
it—and its starkness reminded him of certain themes and motifs
he had encountered in his years of studying ancient religions. In
the Valley of the Shadow is the result of that search. In this wideranging exploration of different aspects of religion—interspersed
with his personal reflections on the course of his own illness—Kugel seeks to uncover what he calls “the starting point of religious
consciousness,” an ancient “sense of self” and a way of fitting into
the world that is quite at odds with the usual one.

About these Links
If you’re reading this on your
computer and decide to buy one of
these books, click on the book title.
The link goes to Amazon.com using
Kol Halev’s affiliate account, so
that the book you buy (and anything
else you add to your shopping cart)
earns Kol Halev a portion of your
total purchase.
It adds up. Since 2006 over 750
books purchased via our affiliate
link earned KHL $1,594.65.
You can earn money for KHL
anytime you shop at Amazon by
entering Amazon.com using the
link on the Kol Halev homepage.

Kugel’s look at the whole phenomenon of religious beliefs is a rigorously honest, sometimes
skeptical, but ultimately deeply moving affirmation of faith in God. One of our generation’s
leading biblical scholars has created a powerful meditation on humanity’s place in the world and
all that matters most in our lives. Believers and doubters alike will be struck by its combination
of objective scholarship and poetic insight, which makes for a single, beautifully crafted consideration of life’s greatest mystery.
The Jews of Capitol Hill. By Rabbi Kurt F. Stone. The Scarecrow Press. January 16, 2011.
Also available for Kindle.
Since 1841, 200 Jewish men and women have served in the United States Congress. Their ranks
have included Democrats and Republicans, Whigs and Socialists, radicals and reactionaries—a
microcosm of the political diversity of the United States. Their influence in Congress has been
significant, yet they have been largely overlooked in the history books. In The Jews of Capitol
Hill: A Compendium of Jewish Congressional Members, Kurt F. Stone profiles all of the Jews
who have served in the House or the Senate.
continued on page 9
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges the following contributions:
●In honor of Max Schubert, Alice Schubert and Micah Berger receiving their Hebrew
names, from Dave and Martha Schubert
●In honor of Gabe Segar’s bar mitzvah and in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Joe
Zamore, from Fran Zamore
●To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund in thanks for Steve’s help and kindness at the memorial services for her brother, Herbert L. Kramer, from Helen Zipper
●In commemoration of the yahrzeit of her mother, from Maureen Hack
●In commemoration of the yahrzeit of Charlotte Davidoff Dangler, from Mario and
Roberta Tonti
●In memory of Dorothy Epstein Arnold and in celebration of her life, from Stuart and
Vivian Katzke
●In honor of Deena Epstein’s special birthday, from Nigel and Geraldine Newman
●In honor of Deena Epstein’s birthday, from Jayne and Richard Jones
●In honor of Gabe Segar’s Bar Mitzvah, from Jordan and Amy Berns
●In honor of Ilana Solomon’s Bat Mitzvah, from Robyn Novick and Andy Oster
●From Barbara Truitt to offset the cost of missing machzor, and to get Ami to stop
bringing it up
●From Sharon and Stuart Schultz:
○In memory of Rose L. Glaser, Irwin S. Glaser, and Clara Grodin
○In thanks to the hesed committee for our Shabbat
○To the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund, in thanks to Rabbi Steve
○In honor of Leah Kamionkowski
●From Barbara and Barry Epstein:
○In honor of Leah Kamionkowski receiving JRF award
○In honor of Lila Hanft receiving Agnon Parent Volunteer of the Year award
○In honor of Robyn Novick receiving Siegal College award
○In honor of Beth Friedman-Romell receiving Siegal College award
○In honor of Ilana Solomon’s Bat Mitzvah
○In Memory of Tracy Elgart’s father, Irwin Goldring

hUG HA SEFER

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

The next book group meeting will be Thursday, July 28, at 7:30 at the home
of Ruth Ness. Rabbi Jeff will facilitate the discussion of Saints and Villains
by Denise Giardina.
From Library Journal: “Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a German Protestant
theologian, philosopher, and author executed in 1945 for his role in a plot
to assassinate Hitler. In this first novel, the title of which is drawn from
Bonhoeffer’s Ethics, Giardina re-creates Bonhoeffer’s story, from his
privileged childhood in Berlin, through his travels abroad both before
and during the war, to his final days in an interrogation prison.”
The book for August is The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit by Lucette Lagnado.
All KHL members are welcome to attend. For more information about the group and being
added to the group’s e-mail list, contact Kevin Weidenbaum (KJW@oberlin.net).
JULY 2011
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HAGIGA HAPPENINGS
Did you know that the children at Kol HaLev are exceptional? If you did not (and even if you
did), I highly recommend that you take the opportunity to listen to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah present a d’var torah, or sit in on a Hagiga lesson as they share their thoughts, or read the graphic
novel that our teens produced about their Jewish identity, specifically about being raised
Reconstructionists at Kol HaLev, or partner with a young member at an intergenerational program. In any experience that you interact with our youth, I
am sure that you will be amazed by their thoughtfulness and
insight on a multitude of topics.
B’ruchim Haba’im
ברוכים הבאים
We took a new approach to learning at Hagiga this year. We
Welcome to new members
had been studying topics in 4 week units, limiting the time
that we spent on any given topic. This year, as we began
Andy Oster, Robyn Novick,
the unit on Shabbat, it became apparent that there was much
and their son, Eilan, age 4
more that we wanted to experience. As such, we spent December through May (with a few weeks set aside for special
We look forward to seeing you
projects) studying about Shabbat and about Values Based
at future Kol HaLev events.
Decision Making, a mode of decision making which is used
regularly by Reconstructionist communities.
First, Shabbat was the focus through multiple, age appropriate lenses in individual groups.
Second, we looked at the practice of Values Based Decision Making through age appropriate
experiences within each age group. Third, the groups individually experienced Values Based
Decision Making processes where they came to their own conclusions on how to celebrate
Shabbat while at Hagiga. Here is what the groups decided:
The Bonim (grades 3-5) and the Magshimim (grades 6-8) came to similar conclusions. Both
groups felt that Shabbat is a time of peace and rest, as well as a time to connect with the community. There should not be a strict restriction of activities, yet there should be no activities
that cause an obstacle in anyone’s Shabbat observance.
The Zorim (K- grade 2) felt that Shabbat is a special time which needs to be differentiated
from the rest of the week. That being said, they recognized that the same activity can either
be work or pleasure depending on the intention behind the act. Therefore, all activities that
are done at Hagiga are to be within the spirit of Shabbat.
On our last Hagiga session of the 5771 year, the groups came together and discussed what
they had chosen. Everyone had the opportunity to share their thoughts and ask for points of
clarification as well as make suggestions. In the end, the Zorim, Bonim and Magshimim took
a vote which, passed with 19 yeas and 5 abstentions, decided on what the Shabbat practice
should be at Hagiga.
Shabbat is a special time that should be recognized as different from the rest of the week. We
recognize that there are multiple avenues to celebrate Shabbat and everyone should have the
opportunity to celebrate in a way that is comfortable. Therefore, any activity which is done at
Hagiga should reflect the spirit of Shabbat and be embraced, as long as it is not an obstacle
for another’s Shabbat observance. We must take steps to be an open community where everyone can share their feelings and be respectful that we each take our own path, but be aware to
not take away from our community Shabbat celebration.
continued on page 7
JULY 2011

PAGE 5

KOL HALEV HAPPENINGS

Choose your date to sponsor kiddUsh
Kiddush sponsorship is an annual obligation of each member, fulfilled on a fiscal year basis
(July 1 – June 30).
Available dates for Kiddush sponsorship in the coming year are listed below and are available
on a first-come, first-served basis. Please contact Robin Shell at rshell@bernsockner.com or
216-658-0658 with your top three dates and let her know if there is anything special you are
honoring with your sponsorship. Once your date has been confirmed by Robin, you will be
emailed guidelines.
Dates are subject to change due to unforeseen events. Please note that if you are unable to
fulfill your Kiddush sponsorship, it is your responsibility to find a substitute.
2011

July 2 - Saturday Kiddush
July 16 - Saturday Kiddush
July 22 - Friday Night Oneg
July 23 - Saturday Kiddush
July 30 - Saturday Kiddush (5th Shabbat)
August 6 - Saturday Kiddush
August 20 - Saturday Kiddush
August 26 - Friday Night Oneg
August 27 - In the Park Potluck
September 3 - Saturday Kiddush
September 17 - Saturday Kiddush
September 23 - Friday Night Oneg
September 24 - Saturday Kiddush (potluck)
September 24 - Selichot & Elul Study
Overall HHD Kiddush Coordinator
September 28 – Erev Rosh Hashanah
September 29 - First Day Rosh Hashanah
September 30 - Second Day Rosh Hashanah
October 1 - Saturday Kiddush
October 8 - Yom Kippur N’ila
October 9 - Building Sukkah
October 13 - Thursday Sukkot
October 15 - Saturday Kiddush
October 15 - Sukkot Party helper
October 19 - Simchat Torah
October 20 - Thursday Shemini Atzeret
October 22 - Saturday Kiddush
October 28 - Friday Night Oneg
October 29 - Saturday Kiddush (5th Shabbat)
November 5 - Saturday Kiddush
November 19 - Saturday Kiddush
December 3 - Saturday Kiddush
December 17 - Saturday Kiddush
December 24 - Saturday Kiddush
JULY 2011
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2012

January 7 - Saturday Kiddush
January 21 - Saturday Kiddush
January 27 - Friday Night bOneg
January 28 - Saturday Potluck
February 7 - Tuesday Tu B’shvat
February 11 - Saturday Kiddush
February 18 - Saturday Kiddush
February 24 - Friday Night Oneg
February 25 - Saturday Potluck
March 3 - Saturday Kiddush
March 7 - Wednesday Purim
March 17 - Saturday Kiddush
March 23 - Friday Night Oneg
March 24 - Saturday Kiddush
March 31 - Shabbat Kiddush (5th Shabbat)
April 7 - Saturday Kiddush Passover
April 13 - Friday Passover
April 21 - Saturday Kiddush
April 27 - Friday Night Oneg
April 28 - Saturday Potluck
May 5 - Saturday Kiddush
May 25 - Friday Night Oneg
May 26 - Saturday Potluck Shabbat in the Park
May 26 - Erev Shavuot
May 27 - Sunday Shavuot Service (Dairy)
June 2 - Saturday Kiddush
June 16 - Saturday Kiddush
June 22 - Friday Night Oneg
June 23 - Saturday Kiddush
June 30 - Small Saturday Kiddush (5th Shabbat)
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BOARD REPORT

The Kol HaLev Board meeting on June 20, 2011 at Barry Epstein’s home began with a
d’var Torah, followed by the Treasurer’s report. We are finishing the fiscal year 2011 having
spent the same amount of money that we took in.
So far only 45 member families out of 139 have responded to Ami’s request for 2012 FY
commitment.(you can download the forms right from the website).
The Board discussed at length negotiations with the Ratner School, ending with a
recommendation that the negotiating committee continue discussions with Ratner.
The next meeting will be for the new and old Boards on July 11 at 7:30 p.m. at Greg
Selker’s house.
Molly Berger
Secretary

YAHRZEITS

They are now a part of us, as we remember them.
Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during July:
Lena Chasin (Leah) – mother of Abraham Chasin
Anna Goldhirsh (Hannah) – grandmother of Judi Dash
Phillip Hack – father of Maureen Hack
Martin Siegel – husband of Renee Siegel
Julius Hirsh Smilg (Yehudah) – father of Maureen Dinner
Herbert Rubel – father of Nancy Rubel
Minnette Kohn – mother of Ron Kohn
Anne Chabot – mother of Audrey Warner
Arthur Cowles – stepfather of Kirby Date
Ethel Calvert – mother of Julie Handler
Ralph L. Gwatkin – father of Ralph Gwatkin
Kol Halev members may include the yahrzeit of family members in Kol Halev Happenings by submitting the name of the deceased, the relationship to the member and the date
of death, including the year, in either the secular or Jewish calendar, to
JudyHerdering@kolhalev.net.

HAGIGA HAPPENINGS
continued from page 5

Yasher koach to our youth on such insight on Shabbat, Reconstructionism and our community! They worked so hard and it reflects in the great work that they produced. This
project could not have been done without the dedication, time and energy of our madrichim, as well as the incredible leadership we received from Rabbi Shawn and Steve.
Thank you for making us a stronger community!
Kol Tuv,
Robyn
JULY 2011
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HESED
R’fuah sh’leymah to Judy Herdering for a complete and speedy recovery from hip replacement surgery.
R’fuah sh’leymah to Sharon Schultz for continuing recovery from her surgery.

Members can now log into the KHL website to view summary balance sheets for the
2010 and 2011 fiscal years, as well as the proposed budget for 2012.
Important reminder: It’s time to turn in your dues commitment forms for the 2012 fiscal year, which runs from July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012. Forms were sent out via email a
couple weeks ago, and they can also be downloaded from the website. Deadline is June
30, 2011.
The information you’re asked to provide -- including the amount, venue and timing of
your dues commitment -- is crucial for planning programming and setting realistic financial goals for the coming year.
Ami Kopstein
Your friendly, hardworking Treasurer

FROM OUR PRESIDENT

continued from page 1
Forty-five members of Kol HaLev were in attendance, and as Greg Millas announced
this, all 45 of us stood up and cheered. While we weren’t the largest group there, we
seemed to me to be the proudest group and certainly the group which brought the greatest ruach to the event.
After the roll call, five speakers, each a member from one of the congregations present,
spoke from personal experience about one of the five issues GCC has chosen to focus
on: education, jobs, health care, crime and sustainable food. The five speakers shared
their efforts to overcome difficult circumstances and to make a powerful difference in
the lives of others. Though these problems can seem insurmountable, everyone in attendance at the Founding Assembly was committed to the idea that by acting as a unified
front, we can and will become a powerful and positive force for change.
It’s nice to win prizes, but ultimately, KHL’s distinction of bringing 150% more people
than we’d promised means this: We’re turned on about the opportunity to work with
people across religions and denominations to positively impact the lives of our families,
the Kol HaLev community, and the residents of greater Cleveland.
Over the next month, there will be formative meetings where individuals can become
involved in one of the five issue teams. Please look for information about these upcoming meetings in the Weekly Update. I look forward to participating with you as we
continue on our pathway as a community in this important work.
Greg Selker
President
JULY 2011
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continued from page 3
To the End of the Land. By David Grossman. Trans. by Jessica Cohen. Knopf. Sept.
2010. (Kindle edition.)
Acclaimed Israeli author Grossman serves up a powerful meditation on
war, friendship, and family. Instead of celebrating her son Ofer’s discharge from the Israeli Army, Ora finds her life turned upside down and
inside out when he re-enlists and is sent back to the front for a major
offensive. Unable to bear the thought of sitting alone waiting for the
“notifiers” to bring her bad news, the recently separated Ora decides
to hike in the Galilee, where she will be both anonymous and inaccessible. Joined by her estranged best friend and former lover Avram,
a recluse who never recovered from the brutality he experienced
as a POW during the Yom Kippur War, she narrates the story of
her doomed marriage to Ilan and her often arduous journey as a
mother. As the tension mounts, she talks compulsively about Ofer, as
if telling his story will protect him and keep him alive for both herself and for
Avram, the biological father he has never met. As Ora and Avram travel back and forth
through time via shared memories, the toll exacted by living in a land and among a
people constantly at war is excruciatingly evident. Grossman, whose own son was killed
during the 2006 Israel-Lebanon conflict, writes directly from the heart in this scorching
antiwar novel.
The Rebbe: The Life and Afterlife of Menachem Mendel Schneerson. By Samuel Heilman and Menachem Friedman. Princeton University Press. May 2010. (Kindle edition.)
Eminent Jewish scholars Heilman, of City University of New York, and Friedman, of
Bar Ilan University in Israel, have teamed up to produce an outstanding biography of
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the seventh Lubavitcher rebbe. Their well-grounded
contribution carefully avoids hagiography, but their restraint leads them to avoid characterizing some of the more outlandish claims made by the rebbe and his adherents.
The issue of whether the rebbe is the Messiah, as contended by some of his disciples, is
also treated with respect. More significant is the thorough analysis offered by Heilman
and Friedman of the rebbe’s great organizational success in sending emissaries throughout the world to persuade Jews to become pious. In addition, the history and influence
of the Lubavitcher movement is carefully and candidly traced, including a complete
account of Schneerson’s experiences before and after he became the rebbe. The disputes
that followed his death are methodically depicted. This well-written presentation, based
on exhaustive scholarship, will stand as the definitive statement about the life and times
of a highly influential religious leader.
Rabbi Steve is available to meet with Kol HaLev members on a range of issues by appointment on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday mornings. Please contact him by phone
at the office (216-320-1498) or at rabbisteve@kolhalev.net to schedule a meeting time.

JULY 2011
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CALENDAR

JULY 2011

Saturday 2, 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat service preceded by Torah discussion at 9:45 a.m. at Ratner
Chapel; Hukat; Service leader Rabbi Steve; Discussion leader:
Rabbi Steve; Kiddush co-hosted by Mike and Kareen Caputo in
honor of their 20th wedding anniversary

Monday 11, 7:30 p.m. .

Board meeting at the home of Greg and Lois Selker, 3275 Belvoir
Boulevard, Beachwood, 216 491-0014. All Kol Halev members are
welcome

Saturday 16, 10:30 a.m.

Shabbat service preceded by Torah discussion at 9:45 a.m. at Ratner
Chapel; Pinchas; Service leader: Rabbi Steve; Discussion leader:
Leah Kamionkowski; Kiddush co-hosted by Robyn Novick and
Andy Oster and by Leah Kamionkowski in honor of Kol Halev
being such a wonderful community

Friday 22, 7:30 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat at Ratner Chapel; Kiddush co-hosted by Arthur
Lieberman and Karal Stern and by Ami Kopstein and Glenda
Kupersmith in honor of Ami’s birthday

Saturday 23, 10:30 a.m.

Musical Shabbat at Ratner Chapel; Matot; Service leader: Rabbi
Steve; Discussion leader: Arthur Lieberman; Kiddush co-hosted by
Sue Pelleg and by Deb and Jeff Schein in honor of Deb’s birthday

Thursday 28, 7:30 p.m.

Book Discussion Circle at the home of Ruth Ness, 2328 Miramar
Boulevard, University Heights, 216-932-5579

Saturday 30, 10:30 a.m.

Experiential Shabbat at Ratner Chapel; Masei; Service leader: Bill
Scher-Marcus

See our website calendar and weekly emails for additions and changes.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER
Kol Halev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol Halev, Cleveland’s Jewish
Reconstructionist Community. Longtime readers will notice a change in format this
month, the first step in a movement toward more user- and environment-friendly
communications. This month’s newsletter has enhanced graphics and has been optimized
for online reading, while remaining printable. We’re eager to hear your reactions: please
email newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, corrections, or notices for upcoming
issues.
JULY 2011
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